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POINTS OF VIEW

Today, we can no longer afford to ignore AIDS

oday, in this newspaper you will
find a speclal soction on AIDS
[n our suburbs,

Some may agk why. .

“1t's hard ta educato affluent com-
munities,” says Ellen Dorshow-Gor-
don, epidemiclogist for Oakland Coun-
ty. “But thero's no place that's im-
mune fram AIDS.”

In fact, it's the 12th leading cause of
death in Oakland County on a list of
75. And the rates of infection among
women and loens aro growing.

“We ueed to increase awarencss that
AIDS can be transmitted hoterasexual-

- Jy und can be found in atl popula-

tigns,” Dorshow-Gordon vays.

County siatistics show 728 roported
ALPS cases betweon 1983 and 1996 and
320 H1V cases diagnosed in the last
four years. Snys Dorshaw. Gordon, *We
aru just sceing the tip of the iccherg.”
Wore than two years ago, Pulitzer
Prize-winning columnist Anna

Quindlen predicted that the AIDS tco-
berg comoth,

Soon, evoryone wlll have someone
they care about who has AIDS, she
wrote in a New York Times column of-
tur a fellow journalint dicd of AIDS.

Within days, her words came true for
me.

‘T'he cousin I had beon closest to all
iy life called from the AIDS unitof a
Chicaga hospital. | waa the third per-
son hie told — onu of two that Docom-
ber night — although he had tearned
and lived with the HIV virus since an
x;;\;anm to donate blood in the eorly

B,

_Allen had someaono (o take care of
him, his companion with wham he had
been monogamous for a decade. But he
chose to take his own life bofore AIDS
could.

In the twe years since he died, ad-
vances have been made in inhlbiting
the HIV/AIDS virus. So even people in
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whom the HIV virus has become AIDS
are living longer, fuller Hves.

But as the disease progresses, if they
do not have a family or friend who is
thore for them, they may not have the
bLasic nocessitics to live.

‘That’s where Wellness House of
Michigan is moking a contribution. It
provides housing fur homeloss individ-
unls and food for needy familics and
Individuals living with the HIV/AIDS
virus,

As tho virus spreads to women and
sometimes infectu their unborn babios,
a now need arises to house traditional
and non-traditional families as they
struggle through the discaso process.

Suturday’s Red Ribhon Ball at the
Sameraet Collection In Troy secks to
raise funds for Wellness Houso of
Michigan to creato such a hame in our
suburbs,

"The money is easicr to come by than
the houso itself.

Moro than a year ago, the city of
Royal Oak vetoed turning the former
St. Mary convent into a hame for fami-
lies with AIDS after restdents spoke
vehemently against it

“It was an ugly evening,” recalls
Welineas House Executive Director
Rob Fetzer.

14’ foir to say that the stigma and
fear of AIDS are the rensons. Knowl-
edge can case that stigma and fear,

H1V cannot be transmitted through
casual contact, It is spread by unpro-

tected sex with an infected person, neo-
dlu-sharing among injecting drug usors
or, much less commonly, through
trunsfusions of infected blood or blood
clotting factors, according to the Cen-
tera for Disease Control. -

Wellness House of Michigan deliveis
food and other items of necessityto  *
more than 30 homes in our suburbs.
Most of the recipients are mothers and,
their children, some of whom roceived %
the virus in utero, during birth or -
through breast-feeding.

‘Today, in this newspaper you'll find
aspecial section on AIDS In our sub-
urbs. 1 hope, after reading it, you'll no
longer ask why. .

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former managing edi-
tor of The Eccentric Newspapers. You
can cumment on this column at (313)
953-2047, Ext. 1997, or by writing or
faxing (810) 644-1314 a letter to the ed-
itor of this newspaper.

It’s shark-hunting season in state appeals court

rial lawyers taok two on the chin

April 12 in the Michigan Court

of Appeals. Many would call the
trial Inwyers — those whao sue
perceived deep packets far lottery-sized
awards - “sharks.” That opinion is
harsh, in my view, but this story will
gladden the hearts of shark-haters.

Robert Heinz had a slip-and-fall in-
jury in 1988 as he was leaving his em-
ployers’ building in Troy. Under work-
er's campensation, he collected $20,000
for medical expenses and $38,000 for
lest wages. He also accepted $80,000 to
redeem future worker's comp claims.

Heinz then sued Chicago Road in-
vastment Ca., owner of the building in
Troy, for negligence in Oakland Circuit
Court. A jury awarded him $198,000 —
minus 50 pereent for his comparative
negligence; alsn minus his workers
comp benefits. Judge Hilda Gage said
he could take home $70,000.

Attorney Matthew Turner of South-

‘Down-sized’ workers need
‘brand new choice, chance

field appealed on behalf of Heinz for
the full award. Attorney John Jacobs of
Lathrup Villuge nppealed on behalf of
Chicago Road Investmont Co., saying
the award should have been reduced by
an additional $80,000.

Heinz lost his appeal, and the build.
ing owner won its appeal. Heinz is to
get $9,800 for medical expenses and
wages uncovered by workers comp.

The appellate panel included Roman
S. Gribbs, whom many remember as o
Wayne County sheriff and mayor of
Detroit in the 1960s; John J.
MeDonald, an Oakland Circuit judge
sitting on the appeals panel by assign-
ment; and Janet Neff, an appellate
judge. They ruled:

# Under common low, an injured per-
son could recover twice — from work-
er's comp and the wrongdocr. But a
1986 state law — part of Michigan's ef-
fort at “tort reform”” — blocked collect-

RiCHARD

# The polnt is that advo-
cates of ‘“‘tort reform’’ won
two hig arguments In one
|cals, and the trial lawyers
ost,

ing from a “collateral source.” In other
words, the plaintiff can't co)lect from
two sources for the same injury.

“The reduction of the award . . .
merely recognized that plaintiffs were
already compensated, in part, for these
damages,” soid the appeals panel.

Autarney Turner orgued the statute
was vague and ambiguous; that Heinz
had o property right in the redemption
award that was heing unconstitutional-
ly taken away; that the statute created
an unjustifiable class distinction —
and 50 on. On a 3.0 vote, the appeals
judges found his arguments “lacking in
persuasion.”

The uppeals court agreed with the
huilding owners and said Judge Gage
should have deducted the $80,000
redemption award from the jury ver-
dict. The case gets awfully complicuted
here beeause the jury distinguished he-

tween lost wages ($128,000), medical
expenses ($20,000), genersl dumages
($40,000) and loss of consortium

{$10,000) whereas the redemption
award contained no breakdown.

The appeals court ruled 2-1 that
Gage should deduct the $80,000
redemption becouse: “This resuit is
consistent with the statutery language
and better serves the statutory purpose
of preventing double recovery . . . Asa
result of the error by the trinl court
{Gage), the plaintiffs have been paid
wwice for one set of injuries.”

Turner said “absolutely” he'll ask
for re-hearing and, if necessary, goto
the Sup Caurt. His are’
technical, and this newsman will de-
cline to comment.

The point is that advocates of “tort --
reform' won two big arguments in one
case, ond the triol lawyers lost. That -»
should improve “Michigan’s husiness
climate,"” cut the cost of doing busineds
and reduce Jiability insurance premi- !

ums. We shull see.

Tim Richard reports an the local im-
plications of state und regional cvents.

| tem: Looking forward to this summer's con-
' tract negotiations with the auto industry, the
UAW is in the process of putting together its
demands. In light of wid d anxicty about
downsizing now under way ot the Big Three, its
key demands will revolve around job sccurity.

{tem: Pst Buchanen didn't run better in the
March 19 Michigan Republican presidential
primary than anyone expected merely because
he talked about our late spring. He talked about
high wage American jobs’ buing exported
abrond. And lots of people liswened.

Item: A scholarly article in last week's New
Yorker megazine by John Cassidy concluded:
“Fur the past theee decades, the intensification
of global capitalism has been undermining the
living standards and the prospects of the un-
skilled. That process is continuing, and al-
though the rigors of competition are now strik-
ing some of those who were previously protect-
ed, the costs of economic progress are still being
borne primarily by the poor and ili-educated.”

Now, some economic history.

The unemployment compensation system
that is our main safety net against job loss was
developed in the 1930s. The economic agsump-
ticns underlying the system erc jHuminating, if
obly because they are 5o out of touch with the
reality of today’s economy.

The idea was that business cycles would
sweep periodically through the economy. When
the cycle turned down, businesses would lay off
workers to save costs due to falling demand.
When the cycle turned up, laid-off workers
would be ze-hired by the same firm.

Workers would, in effect, bob up and down,
going in and out of work with the waves of the
business cycle. To protoct family incomes (and
to meintain aggregate demand to avoid a de-

ion), the pl t i system
was developed. When peaple lost their jobs,
they could file for unemployment compensa-
tion; UI chocks would help sustain their fami-
lies until they got their old jobs back.

Nubody who has boen laid off recently, how-
ever, has much hope of gotting back his or her
ald job. Uncxaployment compensation checks,
while vital in keeping a funily alive as warkars
loak for new jobs, do nothing te provide unem-
ployod falks with the new skills they noed in
arder to get & good new job.

Pluinly, the uld Ul system neodr a refit,

Far that reasan, same of us proposed a couple
of yoars ago converting part of the unemploy-
nt nomnensarion syatem inta the re-employ-

I ;l-r:;waystcm,'ﬂuvu;h which workars

who are loid off would receive vouchers entitling
them to training to gualify for new jobs, They
wouldn't lose their entire UI check, of course,
hut some resources allocated entirely into fami-

iy would be di

d into

The point here is that cconomic statistics
show that while most workers whko are Jaid off
eventually find work, their new jobs often pay
far less than the old ones. Skills training is the
big factor in helping people find new jobs which
are also good new jobs.

Vouchers would be spent by workers them-
selves, not scme distant burcauerat. Because
there would be a limit to the amount of training
vouchers people could carn, there would be an
incentive for people to spend the voucher wise-
1y, not on some fly-by-night truck driving or
cosmetology school.

1t docrn't take much imagination to see that
such a system could evolve into sotnething like
Socinl Security, in which individual workers got
numbered individual training accounts, into
which both ermployer and employee pay & por-
tion of gross wages. These accounts would be
tax-protected while building up and could be
drawn on either when workers are laid off or
want a cateer change.

Now the punch lines: Elections are coming,
fotks. The notion of a re-omployment training
system offers and interesting third way, neither
left nor right.

How about it, candidates?

Phil Pawer is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His Touoh-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 953-2047 Ext. 1880.
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Introducing the most Aerodynamic Oversized
Woods In Golf. Engineered to cut through the
air with unparalleled speed and strike

with pinpoint accuracy. Men's Steel, Graphite
& Titanium Drivers, 3, 5 & 7 Woods now in
stock. Available in standard and Fade Fighter.

“The Air Bear Is The Best Driver B
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Farmington Hills
27847 Orchard Loke Road
81£-553.8585

Novi

Novi Town Center
810-347-3323
Grosse Pointe

19435 Mack Ave,
313-885-0300

Mt Clemens

1216 South Gratiot
810-463-3620
Dearbom Heights -
26332 Ford Road '
313-562-5560

Ann Arbor

3336 Washtenaw
313973-9340

Flint

{ 426) Miller Road
810-732-5560

East Lansing

246 Eagt Saginaw
517-333-3529

Grand Rapids

2035 28th Street
616-452-1199
Traverse Cit

107 East Front Street
616.941-1999
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