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These hints may strengthen your credit rating

Americans now owe more than
$400.5 billlon on credit cards
alone — about 40 percent of total
consumer debt, accordlng to Carol
Kurth, education coordlnator for
Credit Counseling Centors, a non-
profit, ﬁnunclll cluumallnx agen-

financial counseling to pay or dis-
chargo their debta through var.
ous credit counsellng agoncien or
through bankruptcy fllings,
Kurth sail. Those who have had
problems in the past paying thelr
blila also have had thelr credit

ion affected. With thin iIn

cy besed In ills. An
estlmated 818 trillion in credit-
card debt alone ls projected for
the year 2004.

Tho average card holder carries
a balance of almost $4,000 ani
only about one-third of the na-
tion's card holders pay their bal-
snce In full evory 30 days. Thase
wha do not are Included in dalln-
quency ratea and those

mind, it mey be difficult to obtain
futurs credit.

Mnny peuplu ank how they can

b thelr

Crodit Counsellng Contera sug-
gosts theso ways to establish o
good credit history:

B Open a checking accotnt and
start a savings account as collat-
ezal. Don't write checks unless
the money Is In the account to
cover them.

W Establish a credit record with n
dopartment store by opening a
ehurgu ‘account, 1f you are offerod

eredlt hlitury. “This ls an import.
ant question because credit
records are ossential in obtalning
credit. The information on credit
reparts l:a a major fA‘L‘lt:r l‘Jlud lby

ne

have risen steadlly for the past
year and one-half.
1t {s no wonder consumern seek

aurance companlos, in dotormin.
Ing If the applicant (a a good cred-
It risk.

Oakland marketing firm
reaches out to students

Oakland County-based Porry
Matketing Group strives to stay
focused on the people and chil-
dren of the community through
an Innovative program that uses
crosa-age tutoring among  stu-
dents In eight Detrolt Public
Schools.

With the support of companies
like Health Alllanco Plan vislon,
Perry Marketing Group is making
a difference thraugh this reaults.
orlonted program,

“All businossca want to make a
profit, but as humun beings we
also have to think about the fu-
ture of vur community and our
childron. The children aro our fu-
ture,” snid Marc Porry, 3

high school tutor.

‘Througheut tho school year,
PMG nrranges activitles deslgned
to reinforce students’ acadomic

improvemont and personal
growth. Professlonnls from tl\a
busl and sparts

come Into the achools to present
motivational apeeches that atresa
education and goal settlng. Stu-
donta also tour aren colluge cam-
pusen, *We want to plant the ssed
of going to college In the chil-
dren's minds early, whilo thoy
still have a chance to improve
thelr grades and attltudes about
uchuol,” sald Porry.

‘The program enus with an

awards lunch whore d

of Pmy Marketing Gmup. locat-
ol in Southfleld.
The H:l’ll)otmlt Pintunn Aca-

are commentded for improving
their grades. Thoy are exclted and
prourl to be recognized for their

demic

to ic oxcol-

singles out wlddle nchoul Btu.
denta who are falling in wath or
teading and pairs thom with a

lence, Parents commend HAP for
caring enough about tholr chil-
dren to sponsoer the program.

| bank or department store, tako
it. Crodit may be more difficult to
got 1f you apply for it yourself, *

B Take out an Installment loan
from your local bank and repay It
por the contractual egreement or
oven sarlier.

W Havo a co-signor who haa not
had credlt problems apply with

for a credit card by -

you for a charge account or loan,
W Get credit from credl who

you noed to lncludu, ln wrltlni,
o

your crvdlt rwort TRW Cnnlum-

report to credit bureaus such as
banks, savings and loans and

argo department stores. Oll com-
pmlel, utility companies, small
dopartment nnnn. and tmve!lam

full name {middloe initiel, Jr., SL,
I, 11, ete.); Soclal Security num-
bor, if marrled, spouse’s name
and social securlty numbar; date
of blrth; curront address wlfth Z}‘P

! or the

not xnnurllly ruport to credit bu~

reaus.
B Pay your bille by the due date!
If you have established a credlt
history, you can obtain a copy of
your credit bureau report by writ-
ing to major credit bureaus. There
in usually a fee for the report. If
you have besn refused credit in
the past 30 daya becauss of infor-
matlon found in the roports, you
may obtain a fros copy.
When sendlng for your record,

codo;
last two-flvo years; current om-
ployer; daytime and evening
phone numbors; verification of
nome and sddross with a photoco-
py of your driver's llconse, a cur-
ront copy of a utility bill (or major
creditor bllling atatement); and
your slgnaturo. You and if mar-
ried, your spouss, muat sign your
request for a copy of your credit

Call the followlng for company
guidellnes and fees for obtaining

e 1 (800) 392.1122)
Equlfax 1 (800) 685-1111); Tran-:
sunlon Corporation 1 (216) 779-.
7200, .

Special Note: TRW offeen cone.
sumees ohe free complimentary:
copy of your credit roport oach;
calendur yeor. However, your re.:
quest munt be malled to TRW.
Camplimentary Report P.O, Box
8030, Lnyton UT 84041-8030 with:
the information listed previoualy, -

Acvording to Kurth, If you havo.
a dispute about the accuracy of
the information In the file, you;
can contuct the eredlt bureau to:
discuss your cuncorns. The cred
bureau will Investigato ony dl
pute you make,

Now! Get
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Or Check Out These New Low Mileage Lease Offers. @
Ford Taurus tor as iow as

$ 2090

Refundable
Davin Payment {;

Cus
Duo

DEALERS )

First Month's Payment $208.85

Now Fords )

(2) & Month with

8 24 Month

Red Carpet Lease
wnctuites $800 RCL. cash

Security Deposit  225.00
net of RCL cashy 1925.00

Sat Syt $2358.85

L.ock IN Topay
AND RECEIVE
A (GUARANTEED
RETURN OF

57 APY

Duning this ima of aconomic wncorainly. Iy nlce

Contour GL tor as 1ow as

(2) & Month with
209
fed Carpsl Lease p
Inciudes $600 RCL cash Lo (

First Month's Payment $208.80
225.00

Retundable Secuity Deposit

Down Payment (net of RCL cash) 1650,00

Customor Cnsh
Due at Signing*

$2083.80

a Month with
a 24 Month

Ford Windstar GL tor as tow as
Red Carpat Loass

. {RYites $1000 RCL cash

Fitst Monlty's Payment $228.81
Refundable Security Deposit 260,00
Down Payment {nef of RCL cash) 2225.00

Cust Casl
D::n ?n‘l“é’i’uni?\u: $2703.61

96 Ford F-150 1or 25 10w 2s o |
2 Month with

$ 1 66 & 24 Month
(2) Red Carpet Losse

includes $800 RCL cash L i
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=

accounl. [0 of monthly maialanance Joow
anhl thi yoar 2000,
Tharo ata only two rguitaments. lnvaw $10.000
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