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e LET'S REMODEL =

City inspections are
part of the process

Q: 1 went through the proper
channels in hiring a good contrac-
tor to do a master bed and bath
addition. Soveral times the inspec.
tor has come during the job and
tho work has failed inspection.
What is the contractor deing
wrong?

A: Probably nuthing. To understand
why yaur project might fai) inapection,
it is first necessary Lo understand thu
many factars involved, Building coddes
are complex Inws enncted by gavern-
ment, catnblishing bovic standards for
conutruction to protect the health and
safety of its citizens, Building inspec-
tors nre resg ible for maintaini
those standards. Besides the basic
building cede that deals primarily with
the structure (foundation, walls, Noors,
roof vte.) there are separnte codes thit
deal with specific systems plumbing,
heating,electrical, ete.).

Codes vary fram state to state, and
even, from city ta city. Codes, like ether
laws, are subject to interpretation hy
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the i tors charged with enforcing
them. Again, these interpretations alse
vary from city to cily, ond even among
inspectors within the same depart-
ment. Codes constantly evolve as new
materials are introduced and better
designs ore conceived. To further cam-
plicate matters, different aspects of the
codes are affected by specific condi-
tions that vary frem job to job, Thia is
cspecinlly true in remodeling, when o
contractor is trying to marry materials
and metheds of installation from two
different eres.

Often the materials used in the orig-
inal building are no lenger &vailahle,
and sometimes conflictd occur when
existing construction does not meet the
current code. Is it any wonder then,
that ;napections don't always poss the
first timo?

As o reapousible consumer, you did
your homewarks and sejectad a good
contractor. The building inspector, with
his or her extensive training, did their
job, ond the system, designed to protect
everyone, worked perfectly. As a profes-
sional remodeler, | don't mind failing
an inspection from time to time _ [
slways lenrn komething new and valu-
able. I view the bullding inspector s a
member of my team, helping me do 2
better job,

"Jo'lm Baker, Qwner of the House
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COOLING - HEATING - PLUMBING

Serving your community for over 3 genaralions
ot ke 7300 6ecg4 - O+ 1 (BB)

+ B oy 178075 AR Ofir val 10 musbbed croa mphcarts. No ol iows. Ho vardackcn laes Cortact ua ot meve detale

ic, Leonard, 1-800-98-11OUSE.

Q: Wo're considering an fsland in
our kitchen. Do you have sugges.
tions for purposs and design.

A: The trend of the sixties snd seven-
tics to move the kitchen table out of tha
workapace hus finolly taken on about
face in todsy’s kitchen. Wo are finding
that most of our customera miss the
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" MICHIGAN REMODELING
ASSOCIATION

As a professional ramodel-
er, 1 don't mind falling an
Inspection from time to
time _ 1 always learn some-
thing new and valuable. 1
view the building inspector
as a member of my team,
helping me do a betier Job,

gatherings of friends and family
around all of the action. Center islonds
fuve became one solution to fit o more
active lifestyle,

Moms and dads can prepare dinner
an one side while children can play or
get  their hemework questions
answered on the other. Their storage
needs ean be met, as well as the cooks
necds, with a well-thought-out and
beautiful cabinct system, Angles are
used more than ever to dircct traffic
and moke them eosier to menuever
around. Unigue ond spaco saving
accessories are incorporated to fit the
needs of the user instead of the coakie
cutter kitchen plans of pgst that said
cveryone lives the sama way.

Marty Kurctzky, Kurtis Kitchen and
Bath Centers, Livonia, 313-522-7600.

For your home improvement quea-
tions or a copy of our roster booklet,
call Gayle Walwrs, exccutive director
of the Michigan Remodcling Associa-
tion (MRA) ot 610-336.3232, or send
questions to “Let’s Remodel,” 2187
Orchard Lake Road, No. 103 , Sylvan
Lake, M! 48320. Answers are provided
by members of the MRA, the local
chupter of the National Association of
the Remodeling Industry (NARD.
Members include professionnl contrac-
tors, facturers, whol Jers, con-
asultants and lenders representing all
faccts of residentinl and Jight commer-
cial remodeling. Members also answer
questions on “Construction Talk will
Murroy Gula on WEXL-AM 1340, 1-2
p-m. Raturdny.




