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EPA wants disclosure on lead-based paints

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Governmunt
rules ndapted last month require home-
owners and lnndlords to inform buyers
and tenanta of lead risks,

The Environmontal Protection
Agency rules eall for notification of the
presenca of lead-based paint in propor-
tiea built bofare 1978, when lead was
banned from household paint.

The EPA catimates that more than
1.7 willion American children have
been poisoncd by lead paint. 1t caleu-
lntes that about 64 million homes _
more than half in the nation _ hove
# 1cad-bascd paint on the walla.

The new rules also give buyers 10
N days ta have homes inapected for lead
i befare they close the deal, Owners and
H Iondlords must alse distribute a pam-
philet that explains how to control nnd

| Renovate your bath wi

B Do you have a blah bathroom? A
{ wimpy washroom? And an itty-bitly
| budget? Weil, there are sevoral things
you can do to perk it up without tearing
holes in the walls or your wallet.

The idens and suggestions that follew
will probably take only a day to com-
plete, but the transfermation can be
dramatic.

*If you'ro looking for just u quick
change, the casiest way to start is
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_Theso are suggestions for lead
poisoning prevention:

Tips on preventing lead poisoning

.. Floars, window sills and
othor hard surfaces in oldor
homes should be hed woekly

_ Kecp children fram 4
surfaces covered with lead paint,
commanly used before boing
banned from hougchold use in
1978,

_ Check woodwork nnd fric-
tion surfoces such as doors and
windows for chipping paint and
paint duat.

with a high phosphate dotergent.

. Make sure children cat
nutritious meals regularly. Lend
is more canily absorbed on an
empty stomach.

.. Wagh children's hands and
faces before the cat, und wash
toys and pacifiers frequently.

ubnte lentd huzards,
Inhaling or swallowing even tiny

through accesnaries,” snid Home
Depot's design center expert Shirloy
Higgins.

A different shower curtnin, window
trentment, throw rug, and some decora-
tive towels can add new life.

Throw in a few pictures to hang on
the walls, as well as some plonts, bas-
kets, candles or other bric-a-hrae to odd
texture and interest.

A slightly higher step might involve

amounts of lead con cause brain dam-
age, lifelong learning disabilities and

changing your bathreom hardware.

Remove the dingy, toathpaste-covered
drawer and cabinet pulls and replace
them with knobs made of shiny brass,
contemporary ceramic, or classic wood,
More significant changes can call for
new paint or wallpaper.

A bathroom juat happens to be the
perfoct place to try your hand at the
new point techniques. Stenciling,
sponging, ragging and other methods

‘SPRING CLEAN UP

behavioral prohlcé for children under

N

in issuing the rules, officials explie-
itly rojected calls to require romoval of
lead-bascd paint.

Honry Cianeros, secrotary of the
federal Department of Housing and
Urban Development, said the nced to
remove the danger must be balonced
with the need to provide affordable
housing.

Last summery, a aotional task force
recommended a host of solutions,
including allowing landlords some pro-
tection from lawsuits if they remove the
hazard. It alao cuggested checking at
least ence a year far deteriorated paint
in renta! housing nnd doing prompt
repuirs.

thout remodeling

are o few ways to experiment with your
walls.

Marbleizing can add a special touch
to a countertop. Or, just let loase and
get those creative juices flowing. Yards
of fabric can be stapled to the walls for
an 1 and i t wall-
covering.

If you're particularly artistic, try a
mural or trompe locil.
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Buy Any Style Of HomeCrest Cabinetry
And Sweep Up The Savings.*

Get all the qualuy and leatuzes HomeCrest cabinetry
has to oflce, plus a ree GE disposer with your

e

purchase! Or il you prefer, take your choice of a GE
dishwasher or an Astracast quanz sink — both at
exceptional vatues, Choose cabinetry om Home-
Crests camplete line — over 40 diffezent styles in

1oday’s most papular wood hinsshies, mcluding white
+and lainaies.
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