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At Home

Penetrating oils protect wood texture

(AP) To protect wood without maak-
ing its natural texture, look to penetrat-
ing oils such as tung ail, li d oil,

Shellac is sprayed or npplled with a
pad (French polishing) but brushing is
the iest way. Dilute it to a 1- or 2-

Danish rubbing eil and wood bowl neal-
era. For maximum protection, use an oil
finish that contains a resinlike ure.
thane. As the oil soaka into the wood,
the reain hardons forming a tough,
reailient surface. In-surface oil finishes
don't erack, chip, or flake off.

Work the oil into the bare wood
with a soft rag or brush. Wait about 30
minutea for the wood to absarb the oil.
Then, wipe the surface dry with o
clean, lint-free rag, wait 30 minutes and
apply o sccond coat. Build up a sheen
by rubbing the surface with very fine
{4/0) steel wool. Then, buff the wood
with a soft, clean cloth.

Shellac, one of the world's oldest
finishes still in use today, is derived
from the resinous accretions of tho Inc
hug .. a amall Asian inscct. The resin is
refined into dry flakes then disaolved in
alcohol to form shellac. Becnuse shetlac
has such a short shelf life, buy shellac
flakes and alcohol to mix fresh shellac
a8 you need it. Shellac in designated
according to the proportion of shellac
resin to alcohel _ called the cut, For

ple, 1 paund of shellnc dissolved in

1 gallon of alcohel produces 1-paund cut

hellae. Liquid shellae comes premixed
in 3-, 4-, or 5- pound cuts.

The:Awning Store & More
31843 W, B Mila, W, of Merriman; Livonin’
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pound cut. Brush with long strokea
with the grain. Don't backbrush ovor
tho enmo area. It dries quickly and onco
it starts to dry, backbrushing leavea
marks. Wait nt loast ane hour bofore
annding with 220.greit paper. Six to
cight coata work best. Rub them out
with 3/0 atee] wool for a satin finish.

Varnish combines oils and reaina for
a supor-durnble top coat that renists
hent, water, nlcohol, and abrasion woll.
It brushca smoothly and casily, but slow
drying time lets dust scttle in the fin-
ish. Natural varnish dries in 24 to 48
hours. It's classificd by ita ail-to-resin
content _ long-oil varnishes far tough
marine and outdoor applicatians and
short-oil for fine furniture. Synthetic
varnishes with alkyd, vinyl, phenolic or
polyurcthane resins go on casier, laat
ionger and dry faster.

Apply varnish with a top-quality
natural bristle brush. Thin the first
cont with minvral epirite. Sand this
sealer cont lightly with 240-grit paper.
Next, apply full-strength varnish in full
atripes about o brush-width apart.
Without dipping the brush back in the
varnish, brush acrosas the grain to
apread it evenly over the entire surfnce.
Wipe the brush clean of exeess varnish
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» Thousands of Decarator Fabrics  «
« Horizonta! & Vertical Blinds

« Pleated Shades, Roller Shades

» Duettes = Sllhouettes @ Vignettes

Highest Quality Custom Made Draperies
at the Most Competitive Prices in Town

AERO DRAPERIES PACIFIC DRAPERIES
TELEX PLAZA CARDEN CITY TOWN CTR,
3178 5908 Middlebelt
(ust North of 10 Mile) Uwet North of Ford Kaad)

(313) 421.0000

and “'tip off” the surface to remove bub-
blea and loave it smooth. Hold the
brush nenrly vertical and make long,
continuous strokea with the tipa of the
bristles, Apply two or throe conta, sand-
ing botween coats with damp 240-grit
paper to remove dust apecks.

Clear lncquer ia the top cont applied
to most fine furniture. It's very hard,
fast-drying, and resists wator, alcahol,
heat and mild acide. Although lacquer
dries crystal-clear, it driea so quickly
it's hard to apply. Spraying is ideal, but
thero nro slower-drying brushing lac-

uers.

8 Seal the woud with sanding filler
cut 50:50 with lacquer filler. Sand the
surfaco lightly with 220-grit paper,
wipe dust free and apply full strength
lacquer in long, straight strokes, Over-
lnp each successive atroko slightly.
Don't backbrush over the same area,
Apply two or more conts sanding
betweon cach with 280-grit wet/dry
paper and oil, For a really tustroua fin-
{sh on lacquer, shollac or varnish, rub
the final coat with pumice stono or rot-

Matthaei holds classes

Brush up on your gardening skills *

and pick up some how-to tipa from a
variety of adult education coursea from
the Univeraity of Michigan Motthael
Botanical Gardens.

For information, call (313) 998-7061.

In “Clasnical Bonsai,” 7-8 p.m. Mon-
days, Apri! 28 and May 6 and 13, learn
the ancient Oriontal art of growing
mininture trees in amall containera.
Jack Wikle, master in ornamontal hor-
ticulture and a nationally known ban-
sai teacher, artiat and writer, will teach
potting, styling, pruning and daily
caro. Supplics will be available for pur-
chase from the inatructor. No prior
experienco is required. Coat in $76.

Hikea Wednesdnys, May 1, 8, 22 and
29, and Sundny, May 5, will take the
inquisitive plant secker to the more
remote habitats of woada and wot-
landn. Edible plants and mushrooins,
as woll as the interosting plants and
intriguing haobitats of little-known and
out-of-the-way places, will bo empha-
sized in nn academic but playful atmo-
sphere. Stay anothor hour for lunch
;nd review from time to time. Cost is

85.

“Moro! Alert” will be offered 1-4 p.m.
Sunday, April 28. The combination of a
slide lecture and fiold trip s the pors
foct way to learn ubout the delicious
edible morel mushrooma,

- compare our-oulstanding
wedesigns, impeccable -



