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Home design

“As wo seok rofuge form the hectic

{NU) -- Each senson fashion design-
era try to convince consumers that
styles have changed -- last year's shart
skirt is out and anklo length is in; lip
gloas is back in, so toss those matte
shades; and laat year's passion for pink
ia over; and now you've gat to have
something, anything! in guacamole

green.
Fortunately, home atyles evoive slow-

Iy and typically don't nee such dramatic

transfermations (vom year to year,
According ta Melanie Woul, corporate

pace and stresses of today'a world, wa
gain tranquility through thoe soronity of
nature.”

Tho trend is ocologically driven and
can be expressed in a variety of ways: a
Zenliko interprotation with a singlo
flower, lush romantic Nloral motifs, or
relaxed bouquots of herba and wildflow-
ars. In additoin to flowers, impartant
home dosign elemonts include vinea
and branches (for contorpieces and
tiobacks), gardon statuary or

merges past and present:

It's ovident in tho growing homo ren-
ovation market and can be found in
anything retro: early Roman architec
ture, the Italian Ronaissance, Victorian
romance or a nostalgic look ut the
1940s ar 18500,

Dreasod up or ployed down, lnr-onnl

put-your-foot-up comfort thas {8 both’
rolreshing and lnvigorating. A .

Design inspivation can bo as diverdo
as o stono cottage in the eouth of
France, ovoked with a long farm tablo
and blue and white coramlic waro, ar a

collectione, or rep ians
aro algnature eloments to thia style.
Ideal flooring surfaces include marble,
granite and retro patrarncd reslliont
flooring such as the Diva design from
Manningtan's Silabar coltection.

drapory t
ts, garden gates and birdhous-

vico president of design for Manningt
Reuilient Floors, and vice president of
atrategic planning for the Color Mar-
koting Group, there's much more meld-
ing of atyles past and present in home
design, with now design “elementa”
being introduced each year rather than
cntirely now atyles

“At Mannnington we've identified
four prevailing directiona in home
design for tho next few years,” Wood
waid. “These directions can be interprot-
ed for country, traditional or contempo-

es. For flooring, natural stone, brick or
flaral and leaf motif reailient floara
work well,

Around the world

The “World Travelor” direction
ombraces a sense of adveatruo und
worldwido deaign influences.

{t ropresonts an eclectic blending of
cultures, which results from extensiva
trave! or o deaire far an oxatic heme
9n\_'ironment, 8pecific elemonts may

rary homes. It's the specifi ies
and patterna -- for fabrica, flearing ar

1l ing - that translate the design
directions in a specific way"

Natural aitraction
The first design direction is “Garden
Tranquility.” This style cnplureg)tho

do African | printa, fuux ani-
mal skins and jabrica, Old World arti-
facts and globes, leather or wicker trav-
¢! cases, Asian porcelain  and Oriental
ruge.

Back to the future

From historical prescrvation to art

esaenco of nature, from formal g
to casual retreats nnd country lanes,
Wood said.

ecar , “Past Tense" i & homo
rtyle thot takes its direction from the
past.

Right at home

Tho fourth home dosign direction,
“Casual Spirit,” is a relaxed atyle that
says “walcome.” According to Wood, thia
unnbashed oxprossion of self and soul
can bo drawn from a number of sources,
but all have a comman thread: cozy,

far in lowa that ia the inspiva-
tion for using gardon tools as folk art. A
fighing cabin in North Carolina may
provide the idea for a stylish display of
fishing neta nnd poles.

The key is decorating nccoanorics
}:adud with porsonality, whimay and
.

Each design direction can be person-
alized to suit apocific lifestyles and
design tastes, and thoy'll be casy to live
with noxt year and the year aftor that.

Matthaei Gardens holds trail tours

Explore the University of Michigan
Matthaei Botanical Gardena Consorva-
tory and the gardens’ cutdoor trails
with a docent guide cach Bunday dur-
ing tho month of April.

Tho Matthaei Botanical Gardens are
at 1800 N, Dixhore Rond in Ann Arbor,
2-1/2 miles north of tha Geddos Road
intersaction. Call (313} 898-.7061.

Docent-lod conservatory tours take

"

i\!nco 2 p.m. Bunday. *What'a in g Fami.
y?” is this month's thame and high-
lighta tho similaritica of planta bolong-
ing to the samo family. Find out why
thoso plants may appear to be n warld
of difference apart yet oltentimes can
be classifiod together. Partlcipants
should sign in at the front lobby recep-
tion desk prior to the tour. Conservato-
ry admission is $2 for adults.

Together All Over Town.

(Lucky birds.)

Ihe € anhnual s u/unum'jul
many seasns i fuding ity
ditinine phomage i
mhadie sang

Firog i b
Lcosen ]

CHARMGLOW-MHP
WEBER, BROILMASTER
z AND DUCANE

LP and Natura)
Gas Barbecues

o p—— — -

r-s;:ing Barbecue 3

= Al-Home Yune Up |

=3

4

Backyard birdfceding is one of the most fun and rewarding family
uctivities. And the Wild Birds Unlimited stores have everything you')
need to get started. All il takes is the right food, fecder, lucation and some
fres advice, Nobody brings people and nature together like the Centified
Birdfeeding Specialists at Wild Birds Unlimited®.

ROCHESTER HILLS

2626 §. Rvhester Road

172 Mile Noith of M-59
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ROYAL OAK
1220 N, Woodward Avenue
1/2 Mile South of 12 Mile
{810) 548-2424
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