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'96 15th District special Senate primary

Sever: Pushing local issues

BY BILL COUTANT
BTATF WRITER

Terry Sever plans to reconnect
local lsaues with state policy If
olocted state senator from the
15th District.

“Local fssues have not been

strongly represented in Lansing,”
sald the longti Farmi|

ing monoy or endorsements [t
may be expected to influence you
in some way if you are elected,”
ha safd. I heven't owed anybody.
1 want the voters to declde, not
money."

Sever is hoplng his representa-
tion ?I’ Farmington Hills, which

Hille City Councllman and for-
mer mayor. 1 don't think you can
represent local issues well unless
you've gons through the'ranks.”

Sever, 45, in & 30-year Hills res-
{dent who has been-a clty council
member the past 11 years, includ.
ing & 1889 stint as mayor.

Like many councll membors,
Sover i a champion of home rule
who hoa ssen politiclans make the
m take of mot knowlng where
tiveir cunstituents stand on iive is-
auga,

Sever nald ho's secking no en-
dorsemeonta,

“The danger ia that ln accept- -

the largest block of
voters in the huge distrct, will
pay off In local support, But he 1s
also wolking West Bloomfield,
South Lyon and the reat of tho
district.

Sever seen the current revenus
sharing arrangemont as unfair to
this district.

“1 don’t belleve Onkland Coun-
ty reprosontatives have atood up
for the resldents in torms of what
back," he eald.

ular Oakland County'
handled in terma of “crisis man-
agement,” he salid.

“We need a long-term plan of

Dobb: Focusing on

By LARRY O'CONNOR
STAYF WAITER
If anything, five years in the
state House hos made Senate
hopeful Barbara Dobb a roalist.
Daobb, of Commerce Township,
1s one of four Republicans seeking
the nomination for 16th District
Senate scat in & 1nily-called

Dobb, 46, has represented the
39th Dlstrict aince 1991, nipping
her opponent by one vote In the
1999 olection,

She's becn a pleyer in the
overhaul of the state property tax
system, serving on the bi-partisan
comnz“t(t_o that led to Proposal A.

primary election May 13. That
Jeavea little timo for pontificating
lot alone pollticking.

Her answera reflect such urgen-

cy.

® On why sho'’s running for the
Sonate: “There's probably an ob-
vious first answer, and that's term
limits, ¥'m looking at two moro
years in the Houso and that's it.”
#'About the: gender issue: “I'm
one woman in a race with three
men, It's there, It's an issue.”

# On the lmpartance of endorse.
menta: “The mosat important en-
dorsemont is the vater's.”

Her ground as a certified
puhlie accountant has served her
25 a momber of the Houac's taxa-
tion Single Business Tax sub-
cammittee,

Dobb is a member of standing
House committeea on public util-
itios, tax policy and jaint legisla-
tive retirement board.

Sho keeps in touch at home.
She ia president of Dobb and
Cu]x:;pnny P.C. in West Bloom-

eld.

Among the groups Dobb la in-
valved in are: West Bloomfield,
Lakes Area and Farmington/
Formington chambers of com.

Cox; Steering clear
of ‘concrete agenda’

By ToM BAER
STAYF WRITER

Don't ask Ed Cox, Republican
candldate for state Senate in the
15th District, for a firm agenda on
what he'd do if he gains office,
The Northville resident Isn't run-
ning that kind of campaign.

* T haye to confess . . . that I'm
hot running because I have a
whole set-in-concrets sgenda,”
pald Cor,m 50-yanr-old retireo and
one of four Republicans on the
ballot in the May 13 primary,

- 4] would hope that I would be
responslve and say in Lansing
what the majority — and also the
vocal minority — would want said
regarding the fasues.”

The May 13 primary will elimi-
nate thres Republicans, The top
vate-gatter will then face Barry

tk the lone in

was clected to the four-year torm
in 1894,

Cox, o Northvitle resident since
1972, sald there are times when
stato government has not been re-
aponsiva to the needs of local real-
dents, but he's not condemning
anyone.

“1 fee} uncomfortable making
all-or-none statements,” he said,
41 would judge thet in terma of:
Have they struck out more than
they've gotten hita," " Coz czid he
was unahle to answer that ques-
tion,

Lack of state money to repair
roads in his part of Qakland
County is an isave with ‘FO‘L

15-20 years for roads,” he said.
“We noed to take it to tho people
s0 that they can buy Into It.”

Sever favors nomo tax cuts, but
doesn't favor what are advertised
as cuts that wind up being “tax
shifte.”

“A lot of these shilta are really
shafts,” he sald, adding that tax-
payers in the Farmington 8chool
Diatrict are victima of a so-called

tax cut.

Sover sald the legialature and
governor have @ long way Lo go to
“robuild the partnership” with
oducation that has suffered with
rhotoric and tax policies that have
hurt schools.

“Education s the moat import-
ant lesue,” sald the printing busl-
ness ownor, “It aftects every other
1ssue, Including crime, economic
issues and social problems.”

Sever will work on electlon and
c.:impalgn finance reform ff olect-
ed,

finances

merce, American Heart Assocla-
tion, Central Oakland Division
and Weat Bloomfield Optimists.

Tax and welfore reform and
erime will bo at the forefront, sho
said, Dobb’s apecific on isaues af-
foctlng cities — road repalr, rove-
nue sharing and unfunded man-
dates,

Dobb favors reconfiguring reve-
nue sharing formulas to take in
account population shifts, espe-
cintly those Incurred in the 16th
District.

Oakland County legislators are
trying to catablish voting blocks
with counties In similar predica-
ments, paying mare in taxes than
thoy recelve in retumm of stats
money, Dobb said, Oakland
County has 13 House state reps
and four atate senators.

"When you stack thosa num-
bers up, and you have everybody

up to rob Poter to pay Paul you'reu

things,” includlng lﬁl}l«l eaan ed-
3 1 ot Int

“ seo some real p o
sald. “That's really the only thing
1 have strong feclings about.”
De‘ucdg!ns !:lé° political and so-

the June 4 general electlon or-
dered by Gov. John Engler t?‘l:ﬂl a

cial x sald, “I'm 2
moderate. Given two words to de-
Isl’lbﬂ mylel’f, 1'd say I'm a libor-

dlate school districta.

Coz, who holds an undergradu-
ate degroo from Houghten College
in upstate New York and a mas-
ter's degree in family counseling
from the Unllversity of Michigan,

vacancy created when
DPavid Honlgman resigned be-
cause of ill health.

Honigman, of West Bloomfield,

+ « + ore
ative than liberal.”
Over the years, Cox eald he's
worked “at a lot of different

Brickner: Wanting
his tax money back

By ToM BAER
BrAry WRITER

Banry Brickner, candidate for
the atate Senate in the 16th Dis-
frict, hasn't put up a algn, done a
joalling or knocked on a door.
And be'll atil} win the May 13 pri-

mary.
* The only Democrat in the parti-
san race, tho 44-year-old Farm-
ington Hills attorney Is cleared to
the June 4 general slection where
_hu"l;l“(;u g:a winner of the Re-
| can primary.
-‘p“Bﬂcknrr. a member of the Hills
-Planning Commisaion, hes some
firm idoas about how power flows
“poncerning utate government and
‘the nesds of the folks back home.
1t works from the hottom up,” he
‘aaid, “not from the mr down."
Brickner will build hls cam-
paign around home-rule issucs.
He calls -them “taz-and-send is-
‘subs.” For example, on revenue
' sharisig (nr the lack of it), ha eaid:
*Osldand County puts more mon-
than any

other county. Out of 83 counties,
we're 82nd in getting it buck,

“] want my money back . .. 1
want It apent on my community. 1
want representation for my com-
munity.”

There's been some not-so-be-
nign neglect by the state recently,
especinlly under just-resigned
David Honigmen, said Brickner.

“Why are they ignoring us?” he
askod. “We have a lot of people
hers . . . this In one of the fastost-
growing counties. Our infrastruc-
ture needs to be taken care of.
Thone potholes have to be filled.”

Ho also has some concerns with
atate involvement in education.
“Lat the state sot the standard
with the core curiculum,” he
said, “and let the Jucal boards
determine how we're going to
moet that standard.”

Brickner’s been & precinct dele-
gate since 1988, and ran unsuc-
cessfully for state representative
in 1990, Why is he running now?

“F'rm In the law, T like to writs

is a member of the

Plymouth Christian Academy.
Cox snd his wife Sharon are the

parents of two grown daughters.

Bacy Brickner

and I represent people,” said the
sole practitioner, “That's what I
do for a Jiving. What do they do In
the legislature? They write law.”
Brickner, a Michigan State

Bchool, Ho writes and edits &
publication for the American Bar
Association.

Terry Saver

Sever and his wifo Linda havo
threo children.

He has vened TU pitating for
26 yoars and |8 past state prosi-
dent (1982) and past national vice
preaident (1883) of the Jaycees.

Barbara Dobb

going to have enough Pauls to
toke away from Peter,” Dobb said.

In terms of Department of
T p fon, more £l
tive measures nced to be exa-
mined, including privatization,
Dobb said,

his track
record

By BILL COUTANT
BYAYF WRITZR

Willls “Bill” Bullard Jr. be-
loves voters want a tzack rocord
before sending 2 candidats on to
the noxt level,

The 38th District state repre-
sentziive Is a veteran legislator,
attorney and sctive member of the
Chambyor of Commaerce, as well as
ather organizaticns, He ls run-
ning in ihe Meay 10 Ropublican
primary for the 16th Dlstict sen-
ate seat vacated by David Honlg-

man,

“I've been In the House long
onough that people know my
record,” ho said. *Most senators
wore stata reps first. They have
that experience an: track record.”

Bullard's experlence in state
government: lcven‘un‘nu ‘In 9‘\0

" willls Buttard

i

troit.”

That change would help local
units of government such as ths
cities of Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills, which have nald
more taxes than they've received,
he said.

Ronds are another area whore
Bullard would make changes. He
would propose an impact foe on -
developers to help pay for the .
roads that their developments .
waould add trafflc. '

Bullard also plans to continue
his efforts at lowering taxes. He

House and
experience in the House Taxation
Committes, Civil Rights and
Wamen's Jssucs and Local Gov-
ernment ond Public Utilities
committees.
He also coordinated efforta
leading to tho devel f

hes sp d four of the 21 tax
cutting bills that have passcd
during Gov. John Engler's tenure
and has supported them all.
Bultard said he will become &
very famillar faco in aninm: K

o
Proposal A, which changed schoal
funding In large part from n prop-
erty tax to o sales tax hase.
Although he's proud of his
record on tax cutting, including
sponsorship of four bills that cut
taxes, Bullard, 52, sces other op-
portunities to change the tax
atructure to o more equitable one.
“I think that by mid-June we'll
see n hill to change (state} rove-
nue sharing to a per caplta eys-
tem,” he said, adding that such a
system will havo to be phased in
to lessen the ill effects on De.

and Farmington Hills, which i
1se the largost population of {
the diatrict. }

“You can ask the people 1 rep-
resont now,” he said, “They know :
me ond they seo me, If I'm elect.
ed, I'll bo spending 8 lot of time ;
here (Farmington and Farming- :
ton Hilla)", B

Ho plans to epend more than .
$100,000 during the campaign
and will combino extensive mail- ;
ings, signs and will go door to
door to get out hia inessage,

Bullard and his wifa Lynda are
parents of threa and are expecting

a baba in Jul{.
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ESCADA

MARGARETHA LEY

Collection

Friday, May 3
10am -4 pm
Designar Salon

Tho collection we

yeor. Eacada for the
Fall/Winter ssason.
Colar and style that
can only be Escada,
available for your
selaction at this
exciting svent.

0 AM TO © PM. SUNDAY. NOON TO 8 PM.




