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At your disposal

t happens every spring: An opportunity for
Farmington-area residents to get rid of dan-
gerous houschold wastes — properly.

Farmi; Hitls and Farmi e

hing called H hold H dous Waste
Day every spring about this time. This yoar's
edition will be held Saturday, May 11, at the
. 47th District Court on 10 Mile Road betweon
Power and Farmington roads.

From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. that Saturday, resi-
dents (they'll have to prove it!) can dispose of
lots of crud that really shauldn't be put out
with the regular trash.

Qver the winter, your average suburbanite
will have collect~d the usual assortment of mo-
tor oil, antifreeze, car and household batteries,
drain and oven cleaners, gasoline mixtures, car-
buretor cleaners, strippers and removers,
adhesives, glues, pesticides and herbicides.

Yes, that stuff can harm people, pets and
plants, g0 it shouldn’t be dumped down the
drain or stuffed into garbage bags that'll end up

“in lgndﬁllu — and eventually back in the land
or air,

Instead, they shoulil bring that stuff to the
court house on Hi hold Hazardous Waste

Area needs more waste days

| Bit's our thinking that there
should be oven more disposat
days. There used to be two of
them, spring and fall, and then
came some unfortunate budget
cuts. And, of course, wo'd like to

soe a longer list of thinge t.
able for collection.

Hezardous disposal days are great, and wo'ro
glad they're so well-attended. To our knowl-
edge, fow communities provide such an out-
standing service.

However, it's our thinking that there should
be even mora disposal days. There used to bo
two of them, spring and fall, and then came
some unfortunato budgot cuts.

Anyway, expanslon of the program is some-
thing both citics should consider.

And, of course, we'd like to see a longor list of
things ble for collection. Ch 1
Waste Management will not accept: latex and

Day. Technicians — some dressed in protective
“moon suits” — from Chemical Waste Manage-
ment will be on hand to show proper disposal
techniques.

" ‘ Karen Birkholz, recycling coordinator for the
city of Farmington Hills, said she expects about
700 to drive through on May 11. Workers will

. collect tons and tons of waste from residents
who won't even have to get out of their cars.

ay 7 is one of the most important politi-
M cal deadlines of the year. By 4 p.m., can-
didates for party precinct delegate must
file petitions with at least. three signatures of
registered voters with the county clerk in order
‘to be on the Aug. 6 ballot.
« .. Most of the time, we call Aug. 6 “the prima-
ry." For precinct delegates, however, it’s the fi-
nal election. Precinct, delegates from the Repub-
lican and Democratic parties don't run against
cach other in November, but the candidates
they help pick will be running.

Michigan has several thousand voting pre-
cincts. Both parties are eligible to elect at least
one delegate from cach precinet — sometimes
more, depending on voter strength. The precinct
delegates attend a county convention and pick
delegates to the state convention.

So what? What do these partisan machina-
tions have to do with our every day life? Lots:

% They determine control of the party. The
ability of fundamentalists to command Gov.
John Engler’s attention in the Republican Par-
ty, and the continued strength of public em-
ployee unions in the Democratic Party, grew out
of past precinct delegate elections.

Precinct delegates also aro expected to be par-
ty workers, There are two ways to win an elec-
tion: lots of money from PAC interest groups
and great organizational strength in the pre-
cincts, If you {wisely) fear that too much money
will taint politica, then you should opt for run-
ning for precinct delegate.
® Precinct delegates pick state convention dele-
gates from their ranks. The state conventions
nominate two candidates for the state Board of
Education. The state board geuliule newspa-
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and medical wastes.

Also, the program is for residents, not com-
mercial or indistrin) businesses.

But, all things considered, waste disposal
days are well worth the effort and expense.
Please, Farmington-area officialdom, give us
more of a good thing.

‘Precinct delegates a vital force

H The process Is simple
enough. Ask your local

clerk for a petition form.
Cnllact algnaturas fram at
least threo but o moro
than 15 voters In your pre-

cinct. File by 4 p.m. May 7.

o State also ity
board candidates — two for the University of
Michigan Board of Regenta, two for the Michi-
gan State University Board of Trustecs and two
for the Wayne State University Board of Gover-

nors,

Tho sad fact is that conventiona do a shallow
job of screening those candidates; some special
interest groups even pick candidates on the ir-
relevant basis of their views on abortion rather
than their budget experienco and philosophy.

Do you hear public university students com-
plaining that thoy don't see the"big name” fac.
ulty in undergraduate classes? Do you hear

about grad hi i
who can’t teach or speak understandable Eng-
1ish?' You can moan and whine or waste your
breath on a radio talk show. Or you can become
a precinct delegate in the party of your choice,
ask the university board candidates some
pointed questions and vote for the onea with the
right answers,

The process is simple enough, Ask your local
clerk for a petition form. Collect signatures from
at Jeast threa but no more than 15 voters in your
precinct. File by 4 p.m. May 7. Hustle out your
friends to vote for you Aug. 6, Attend the county

per coverage and almost no k age,
but it makes the policics that 560 school dis-
tricts must follow. The best way for a parent, an
employer or any plain citizen to protect public
education is to become part of the processas a
precinct delegate,

This week In history as reported in the psges
of the Farminglon Obseiver and the Farming-
ton Enterprise: .

15 40 YEARS ABO — MAY 3, 1058
(ENTERPRISE)

Salary increases amountlng to $3,760 were
granted to city of Farmington employoes by the
+ |1 clty council during discussion of the proposed
|, 1966-57 budget.

Heavy rains turned low parta of the Parming-

272z izto “mishing rivers and lakaa,” se-

+ -4 cording to a front-page story.

DN et oy
"ermington f
school track meet. 46, n a bigh

ee ooy

_ TURNING BACK THE PAGES

ion in late August. Speak out or vote
with party delegates who think the way you do,
Political profesaionals will toll you:*Organi-
zation” will beat “money"” most of the time.
And* ization” means dedicated del
in the precincts,

M 10 YEARS AGO — MAY 1, 1838
(onsERvER)

Charles Rosch, Farmington Hills finance di-
rector, was honored by the Government Pinance
Officers Assoclation for his expertise in munici-
pal budget preperation.

Jacqueline Acho, & North Parmington senlor,
and Harrlson seniors Daniel Weiner and Mark
Bchiefsky were named to the Observer & Eccen-
tric’s Academic All-Star team for 1066,

1 1 YEAR AGC — MAY 4, 1998 (OSSERVIR)
Developer Jay Kogan offered Hillol Day.

School 30 miliion if oificials wouid ieave Farm-

inaton Hills for a “more visible” Jocation else.

whore [n Oakland County, Schoo! officlals

turned down the offer and went ahead with

zlun to expand on [ts Middlebelt Road Joca-
on.

our powit family, at thelr
Passover sedor.

‘The picce was both interesting and informa-
tive, and many of our Farmington congregants
told us that they had seen it.

I'm glad that the arrangements with the Su-
powits worked out so well for you. The photos
were great s was the accompanying articlo, and
we are truly appreciative of the time, effort and
talent that went into putting the Supowits &
Passover onto your front page.

Judy Marx,

communicatlona director,
Adat Shalom S8yngogue

‘Sticp olsewinere’

he Timt
'F is nearing completion. Just as we

gaesscd, the businesses located there of-
fer nothing unique to the community. Every-
thing there can be found within a 10-minute
drive, multiple times over.

For example, within two miles of this location
are an excellent produco/specialty markot
{(Nino Salvaggio's on Middlebelt near 14 Milel),
a great hardware store (Jean's Hardware on 12
Mile between Middlebelt and Orcherd Lake),
and many drug stores (Rite Aids at 11 Milo and
Middlebelt, and 12 Mile and Farmi to

ial devel

your community; you can voto with your dol-
lars, and vou can send a message about what
you won't tolerate in the future.

And speaking of voting, keep in mind when
you vota for state senator that Timbarcrost is
largely a product of Terry Sover's violating the
trust of Farmington Hills residonts, by his lest-
minute turnaround vote in favor of the Timber-
crest developer.

‘What other betrayals can our community ox-
pect if Sever becomes our state senator?

Remember, if you are tired of overdevelop-
ment and congestion, don't support the Tim-
bercrest strip mall, Shop clsewhero.

Sue and Mike Curtis, Farmington Hills-

Helmets OK, but. . .

earing a helmet while bike ridingis a
good idea, In some accidenta, helmets
- have saved lives. However, dv wo really
need a law to compel people to use common
sense?

And why insist that only children under 16
wear a helmet — and only when they're on
bikes? Why not fine overyone caught without a
helmet while riding a bike or a trike, or walking,
or even taking a bath?

Those activities can be dangerous, too. And,
hoy, shouldn't everyone wear steel-toed shoes to
protect thelr feot? And wear elbow and knee
pads in case they trip and fall?

Lot's not draw the line at bike riders. Let's
lrine everyone every time they exhibit a luck of

name just two).

You 1aay be thinking, ““Oh, well, the strip
mall's there and it's not going to go away.
There's nothing I can do about it now, so 1
might aa well shop there.”

When a helmot law was first passed in Col-
umbia, Md., parents received warnings, then
fines, when their childrcn were caught sitting on
their bikes in their own driveways without hel.
mets.

That’s what the next developer is ingon ’

you thinking, Know the area on Middlebsl
north of 12 Mile and the Sheli station? You can
bet some doveloper is just smacking hia lips
over it. -

But you, tho residents of Farmington Hilla,
have the power to say, “Enough Is enough.” Weo
lost the battle over the dovelopment of Timber-
crest, but we can still send a strong mossage.

We are asking you and your neighbors to take
your busi; Isewhere than the Timb t
strip mall.

You'ro probably also thinking, *What differ-
ence does it make if I do or don't shop there?
I'm only one person.” These kinds of stores
count on neighborhood traffic. That's why there
are 8o many of them covering any given city.

You can have an impact. When Timbercrest's
commercial development isn't a rousing suc-
cess, maybo dovelopers will get the
that we've had enough. We won't support “'f'ﬂ )

Ind 101 davel ¢ addi-

more
tional teaffic and unbearable congestion.
We urge you to think about the message you

Young wora their helmets until
they were out of their parents’ sight. They then
took off the helmets and atashed them in bush-
en — thus becoming lawbreakers who were rare-
Iy caught or fined.

1 endorse passing a resolution supporting the
use of helmeta while bike riding so that the last
two people on Earth, who have never heard of
bike safety helmets, can become informed.

But passing an unenforceablo law is unneces-
sary.

Patt! Alspach, Farmington Hills
L}

Opinlons are to be shared: We weicome your
Idezs, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weskly basls for opinions in your
own words. We will help by editing for clgrity. To
assure guthenticlty, we 8sk that you sign your
letter and provide a contact tolaphone number.
Letters shou'd ba mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 3341 Grand River, Farmington
48335, Or, thay can be faxed to: 810-477-8722,

@he Farmington @bserver

Tom Bamw, Eoiton, 810477-5450
Tost Brro, PusLisier, 810-901-2537
Rosext Sxuar, MaNsaing Eonton, 810-901-2563
MARY 80017, C'RCULATION MANAGER, 810-901-2548 -
$raven K. Poex, GENERAL Manaoer, 810-601-2595
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3. we think about community journalism

we publish i

in a fundamentally different way than our iluei ¢

mpetition. T ider ¢h t0 be

independent from the stories and communities they cover, awopping}n to write the unusual or

{onal and then dashing off to cover

else, We regard our.slves as both accurate

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

~— Philip Power




