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POINTS OF VIEW

B’ham theater looks to be a one-of-a-kind treat

o %"c‘;u at thle n‘J’ovlen.
;. The movie theator magnates

. bviously think thay will,

Tho glght-screon Birmingham Theatre
opans later thic month in the heart of
downtown Birmingham with seating for
1,200 fllm- goers,

The 20-screen, 6,000-seat Star Theatro
has sejtled ite legal difflculties and Is ox.

| to break ground in Southfisld this
June and open somotime next spring.

AMC's varaion of the 20-acroener, seat-
. ing audiences totalllng 4,000, fs up fora
May 14 public bearing In Livonia.
» I'm gueasing that going to the moviss
. at one af theso 20- screen complexes will
bo, wall, like going to a mall.

And, I'm guessing that going to the
moviea at the Birmlngham Theatre will
be, weil, like gaing to a one-of-a-kind the-
ater in a one-of-a-kind town.

. ‘That’s becauge its owners — Blrming-
ham residenta David and Carole Ilitch

;Term limits: Good on paper, not so good in practice:

. On paper, torm limitation looka
. good; Citizon pan{clputlon, not carce:

L p Fresh ideas. G t
. closo to the peoeple. Rah!

But some people who see govern-
. ment up close are beginning to sce se-
. vero problems, particularly in the state
Houso of Representatives, where o
three-term limit Kicka in in 1998,

Paul Hillegonds, retiring speaker of

+ the House, sald lost week that threo

! terms, six years, are too short. By los-

ing veterans, the Houso will lose ita

“institutional memory”— a fancy way

of saying that those who don't remem-
ber the past are doomed to ropeat it.

Future speakers and committeo
. chairs will be mombers with only four
* years oxperlenco. The day they take
- their leadership posts, Hillegonds said,
they'll be “lame ducks.” He wondered
aloud whether the Houso will be able
to do long-term thinking if members
will be gone in six years.

House members will be mure de-
pendent on staif and lobbyists, he said.

wish he never had gone away.

hold yaur breath.

Gov. John Engler gets back from Europe this
weck. Between jot lag, recent stories suggesting
he no longer is a top pick for vico president and
a first-class problem with his budget, ho may

Time cures jet lag. There's nothing Engler
can do about the vice presidential nomination;
it’s Bob Dole's call. But Engler can do some-
thing about the budget mess, althcugh don't

The seeds for the budget problem were sown
|ust February, when the Engler Administration
assummed Congress and President Clinton
would enact welfare reform along the lines that
the governor had been pushing in ‘Washington,

Trepeck — are tafloring the theator phys-
Ically and artiatically to the reaidents of
Blrmingham and' 1 ]
tiea.

Outaldo, It already Lias retrieved somo
of Blrmingham’s history, with the mar-
ques & replica of the theater's original
1827 sign.

As for the inside, designed by the Bir-

mingham firm of Victor Saroki and Asso-

clates, word has it that lovoseats and
baby-changing stations (babies at the
movles, uh oh, hope they’rd sound sleep-

- ezal), & balcony and upscale concession-

stand are only n sampling of its beauty
um;i comforts.

iatically, it will offer something for

[T b
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day afternoon? Plans are to offer daily
inecs as well tanieht showl

overyono — flrat- run, family and art
films presented with stata-of-the-art
equipment, reola off an cxcited Ruth
Daniols.

Danfels, a Farmington Hills resident,
wan fiired awuy from the Mapio Thuuirs
to bo the Birmingham'a general manager.

Dylng to seo a movie on a rainy Thura-

Thoy will be pushed around mn;m casi~
|y by the governor.

Hillegonds reminded me of former
Rep. Bill Keith of Garden City. Keith
spent many years working on a referm
of Michigan's branch banking and in-
torstate banking lows, only to have
then-Gov. James Blanchard veto his
bill late in the seasion.

Keith put in two more years whipp-
ing it into shape, And Keith is but one
example,

Hillegonda could have run one more
term in his safe Holland district but
choso to retire at the end of 1996 “for
the good of my district.” Hia successor
will have one torm of seniotity when
the full impact of term limits hits the
House in 1998 and will be better posi-
tioned for leaderahip when 85 new
state represontatives come to town.

David Adamany, president of Wayne
X to

as
on Friday and Saturday nights, Daniela

says, .
Charlty benefits and a birthday party
packoge, including a movie preceded or
fallowed by pop, party favors, cake and
butivons in o luuigs &b tha top of the ee.
calator, are already being booked.
Even educators from the Birminghom

Yit RICHARD -

B So It looks like universi-
tles are In for pork-barrel
chaos after 1998. My own
study of House voting pat-
torns convinces me we will
have more ldeologlcal and
partisan splits when Junlor
members take over.

State University, warned |
devise a formula for funding universi-
ties PDQ, 50 that the higher education

Blliglget,-, tuition _squabbles
put Engler in tough bind

Public Schools have talked about moving
» Parent-Child Night from the school to
the theater.

Danfels, who won natlonal acclaim for
programe that extend the film experience
for audiences, is preparing that kind of *
Interaction for the Blrmingham.

Look for “An Evening With. . .," 8
monthly ovent featuring area peopls who

work n the industry, such s novellat El-.

more (Dutch) Leonard or screen writer
Kurt Luedtke.

Watch for & weekly film discussion
group, 08 yet unnamed. It will meet, says
Daniels, at tho Lonestar Coffec House
next door to exchange views over capu-
chino on the movie just acen.

Danlels isn't fazed by the bigger box,
chaln thoaters which have plans to in-
clude restauranta and other attractions
within their walla. Sho thinks thore’s a
largo enough film audience to go around.
And, as an independent theater, “We can
b2 much more peraonal

“In reality what these big box theaters
are trying to emulato is a downtown,” she

budget doesn’t becomo a matter of po-
litical bargaining after 1998,

says. “Birmingham atready has that G&ﬁ |
moaphere.” e

\ARer all, restaurants and coffeo hqus- i
es, art galleries and antiquo shops, -1
ing and furniture storea already linefRe
blocks surroundlng the theater.

Plus, parking, percolved as a problem
in daytime Bismingham, has been ad-
dressed. An existing parking deck bshind
the thoatre has been practically sttached
to e aide entrance. Another structuro a
block away, 1

The Birmingham also hes the advpa. |
taga of a head start, opening llmOltvE
full-year abead of the mega-compet}

See you at the movies.
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Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfleld
resident, is former managing editor of the!
Eccentric Youcan i
on this column at (313)953-2047, Ext.
1997 or by writing or faxing (810-644«,
1314) a letter to the editor of this neyupa+
per.
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B L
vored 2-1 in 19947 If it had beon up ‘ta
the freshmen and sophomores, mapy o
the tax bills never would havo pasgoed.
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“With term limits, institutional
memory will disappear from the state
capitol, and funding arrangements are
likely to become highly unpredictable
and even chaotic,” Adamany said.

“We will regret the day we voted in
term limits,” agreed Sen. John
Schwarz, R-Battle Creck, who chairs
the Scnate Appropriations subcommit-
tee on the higher education budget.

Actually, lawmakers have been
trying to devise a formula, based on
program offerings and student num-
bers, for decades — unsuccessfully.

So it looks like universities are in for
pork-barrel chaos after 1998, My own
study of House voting patterns con-
vinces me we will have more idcological
and partisan splits when junior mem-
bers take over.

Remember the school finance reform
package that voters }mingl

with three tcrma and mqre!
of seniority were able to reach bipar- |
tisan compromise. They had teamed tot
think in broad, statewide terms.
Michigan has been a middle-of-tho- |
road state for many generationa, The |
hard-nose conservatism of low-aen[gril

ty Republi and the bleed! “.p?n‘
liberalism of 1 iority Democ;
doesn’t match the way Michigan v_%ur

behave. o

Three terms are too few for statyzep-
resentatives. Ten terms are too many
because one becomes a law unto him-
self, arbitrary and jaded. Five terms —
ane full turn of the census clock Wuld
be far better. i

Unfortunately, wo shall be well into)
the 218t Century before most peotg)
figure it out. e
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'v'Tl'm' Richard reports on the localimy

y fa-

of atate and regional evgpts,

Intricate,
Historical.

C.

thus saving the state some $320 million.

That hasn't happened, and nobody I talk to
thinks It will happen any time soon, So, the
Englor budget is $320 million short, right off the
* bat. When legislators got back from their Eastor
vacatjon last week, people started noticing thore
waa o problem.

*According to Engler, who cortainly doosn’t
want a budgot crisis blowing up in the middle of
his campalgn for vice president, there’s no
caueo for worry. “I'm propared to wait some
time. I think this could go on throughout the
year,"” ho said,

According to folks in the Legislature who now
have the responsibility to enact some kind of
budget, time already is running out. “At some
point, wo've got to say welfare roform simply
Isn't going to happen; fet's Jook at the alterna-
tives,” said Sen, John Schwarz, chair of the
Sonate Appropriations subcommittee on higher
education.

Here's an example of why people are getting
nervous: Engler's original budget proposal
called for a 6 porcant in: croass for colloges and
universities: That got the govérrior s lot )

Eut‘bdiu‘i frignd of coljesedand '

level of atate support would keep tuitlon n<
croases at a low 3-8 porcent for the year. .
nannla, Parenta of kids

a
sitfes, eapeclally wherl 16 130¥ed as'th

-znlnno collego, for one. Engler's good friend,
K ilchizan State University President Petor
McPherson, for another.

McPherson mado a big deal last year about
. holding M8U's tuitlon increase below tho rate
of inflation, and if Engler's original budget gets
husted, McPherson winds up with egg all over

bl e

dughthis,'

his face. The preliminary posturings already are
taking place on what could be as big a fight over
higher education appropriations as Jast ycar's.

Engler's flacks are saying the whole thing is
President Clinton's fault, which is partly true,
Conservatives, including the editorial page at
the Dotroit News, aro arguing that the thing to
do is hold the lid en spending, regardless, Uni-
versity presidents aro wringing their hands.

Democrats are gloating that, at last, Engler
finds himself in a box. There is great logic to
atart figuring out “what if,” especially when it
comea to things like college tuition, But I doubt
the political realitics — Englor's consorvative
base, mixed with his political ambition — will
allow people to do any such thing. Instead, ex-
pect the pressure to build, the rhetoric to heat
up.

I expect it won't bo until a lamo duck session
of tho Legialature — woll after Engler is or is
ot nominated for vice president; well after the
electlon d ines what party 1s next

year's Legislature and after somo more numbors
818 {n - that it all will be sorted out. In the
meantime, college presidents will have a tough
time fipiring out what to bill parents for tui-
tion! .

If1 had a'kid in college, I'd bo suggesting a
high-paying summer job.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1880.

Valuable.
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The 12th Annual’
Village Antiques '
Show & Sale :

Lovett Hall
Henry Ford Museum *
May 10 11am - 9pm

May 11 + flam - 7pm

May 12« 11am - 5pm :
‘This year, 40 top exhibitors from
ncross the United States offer a
stunning varicty of (reasures, from
carly American glass to European al
American Paintings, even less form:
period antiques. Lectures will be
given Friday and Saturday. Tickets,
are just $7 per person,
$6 for seniors. For more
information, call

{313) 271-1620, ext. 301.
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