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- Oakland church to host special Taize service

BY RENA FULEA
BPACIAL WRITSR

When the Rev. Dr. Ronald
Byars and his wife, Susan, wora
{nvited by a frisnd to vacation at
an old mill in France, thoy seized
the opportunity.

And ns they searched for a
place nearby to worship, the cop-
plo stumbled upon an ecumeni-
cal community of brothera in the
tiny village of Taize.

Founded in 1040 by a Chris-
tan Reformed minister known
!ns Brather Roger, the monastic,
.prayer-contered community ini-
;tlnliy opened ita doors of hospl-
lity to refugecs of World War

day, iho Taize community
aws international visitars who
‘join the brothera on pilgrimagea
of prayer, worship and reflection.
. “The sense of raverence is
astonishing. There's juat thlu
tremondous sonse of awe,”

recalled Rev. Byars, of his firat
visit to Talze a decads ago. "] got
hovked on it.”

Byara has shared a sonse of
the Taize oxperience with hia
congrogations aver since. He
brought his experiences to Oak-
land County ehortly after being
{nstalied aa pastor of the Firat
Presbyterlan Church in Birming-

Taste of France: The Rev. Ronald Bvarﬂ (left) and music
director Mark Wickens will bring a sense of ecumemsm
to worshippers through a sp d service.

commil

paat two years. “It offers pucple
the ability to choose different
forma of worahip that have
integrity.

‘Carol Pclty, a Troy singer,
musician and teacher, was lni-
tlally exposed ta Taize muaic at
the First Prosbyterian Church,
where she has been a soprano
sololat for 11 yeara.

“It has bits and pioces of chant
in it ... a repetition of short,
molodic phrases,” nxplmncd
Petty."It's a very casy thing to
pick up.”

Unlike the Taize worship expe-
rience in Frauco _ which ie
chanted in a variety of languages
. the Birmingham service will
in English. The ecumenical {lair
will ba expressed through gospol
|oundn muuic with a Nativo
and sounds

ham three yoors ngo. L'Engle in a muaical commen-

At tho 8:30 a.m, communion
gorvice on Sunday, May 12, the
Firat Prosbytorian Church will
colobrate a specially commis-
ajoned Taize servico composed by
Stephen Rush, diractar of the
digital music ensemble and
music director for the dance ,
department at the Univorsity of
Michigan in Ann Arber,

The

tnelud:

commissioned work
the poetry of Madeloi

tary on thoe biblical characters,
Rachel, David, Mory and Mases,
‘The singing will be accompanied
by organ, piane, cello, saxo-
phone, hand bells and a battery
of porcuaaion instruments. The
Taize servica is expected to draw
more than 100 individuala,

*1t's just another option peapla
have when they choose to war-
ahip,” said Mark Wickens, the
church'a divectar of music for the
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| WOLEN'S CELEBRATION

: The Birmingham Area Church

- Women United will obsarve May
. Fellowship Doy on Friday, May

. 8, at 8t. Jamen Episcopal

nf the 20th century.

"It's the Weatern answer to
Eastern chant,” said Wickens, a
Birmingham roesident. “It
involven the whole idea of medi-
tation and getting yoursell inta n
still state.”

"There's an enormous transi-
tion going on in terma of music
today,” added Byars. “As the
genarations chango, people's
expectation of music in church is
changing as well.”

Church, 1669 W. Maplo, meats
the neod for musical variaty by
offering three difforent Sunday
morning worahip services each
week. The carly gervico includes
bits of Taize music, the 9:45 ser-
vica bears an Irish/Scottish influ-
ence with a liturgy from the
Scottish island of lona, and the
11:00 service offora traditional
hymna based on the Prosbytori-
an Boak of Common Worahip.

“We'ro helping to dovelap and
expand a new vocabulary of wor-
ehip,” explained Byars, whao
heads a congregation of 1,860
mombers. “It needa Lo bo accosal-
ble, singable, yot strong enough
o support the sacred toxt.”

Prior to the Taize service on
May 12, Byars wiil iend o group
of 20 church membors and four
friends on a 12-day European
trip to visit the sights of the
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Reformation and the origin of
the Presbyterian Church in
Goneva, Switzerland. But the
focus of the trip will be in Taize,
Franco, where tho group will
spend mast of ita time.

“I want to have people experi-
enco something of thot communi-
ty in its own satting,” added
Byars. “It's caught the imagina-
tion of people around the world.
It rparkles.”
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t ot the barrier-f UP WITH SONQ BISHOP CONSECRATED

church will bogin at 8:30 a.m.,  Tho Kirk in the Hills Choir wilt  The Rav, Frederick G, Fick, rec-
followed by a 10:30 program prosent a public concert at 2 p.m.  tor of the Church of the Hely

entitled, "Loving Our Neighbor
in a Brokon Warld,"

Those attending are asked to
park in the Chester Streot Park-
ing Structure woet of the church.
Child care is available by calling
the church at (810) 644-0820,
May Fellowship Day, ono of
three national Church Women
United celebrations, is held
ur\r\unlly on the first Fridoy of
May, Offerings support the work

Sunday, May 6, featuring
Brahms' Licheslieder Walztes,
The program includes works by
Lauridaen, RachmaniofT,
Ctausen and Gershwin. Admis-
sion ia free but a free-will offer-
ing will be accepted. Kirk fn the
Hills is port of the Detroit Pros-
bytery of the Presbyterian
Church. It's at 1340 W. Long
Lake, Bloamfield Hills,

Redeamer in Troy, will be conse-
crated aa the first bishop of tho
newly formed Grent Lakes Dio-
cese of the Chariamatic Episco-
g;l Church at 7 p.m. on Friday,
ay 10, at 8t, Luka's Episcopal
Church'in Utica.
The new dioceso is comprised of
churches in Michigan, Ohio and
Indiann. As a diocesan bishop,
Fisk will continuc to head the
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What could be better? The loans you're looking for at special low rates, with quick approvals. So stop
by. Or, if you're really in a hurry, give us a cail and we can give you an answer right there and then.
And ask-how you get an even better deal with First of America Connections. What's more, we I
waive all Home Equity closing costs and application fees if you zpply before July Ist, 1996.
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