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‘The Dead of Winter’ is a ¢

By VICToRIA DAz
SPEeiAL WarTes

“The Dead of Winter,” by Paula
Gosling (The Mysterious Press,
$21.95, 328 pp.).

“Do you suppose the earth’s
center of gravity has shifted . . .
and Blagkwater Bay is now . .,
where new York used to be and
as a.vesult we're all being
adversely influenced by Manhat-

tan's stara?”

A concerned charactor voices
thia concept carly on in thia clov-
erly-titled, usunily clever murder
mystery - and it's no wonder.
Unpleasant ovents are occurring
w'il.h increasing l’fcq'uency in
Michican's [ Black

Bay area, disturbing the usual
calm enough to make inhabi-
tanta queation if the planet itself
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haan't gone a bit wobbly.

Begin with the frosty moming
when ico fisherman Frank Nixey
diacovors a fish-ravaged corpse
bobbing up through a hole in tho
ice "like a dumpling in tho stew.®
Bad enough in {tsclf, but thia
corpac has a hole in ita‘head, too.

This is the third violent death
to occur in the rosort area
recently, and things are going to
grow considerably woras (we
soon learn) before they start to
get botter. By the time our tale
enda, two ather bodiea will turn
up, neither of which will make a
pretty picture on discovery. A
model high school student and
Homecoming Queen will disap-
pear undor highly-mystorious
circumstances. And, this boing
January and Michigan, wouldn't
you just know that a monumen-
tal blizzard will play a major
role in the chilling drama?

At the center of tho story is a
home oconomics teacher, Joas
Gibbons, determined to turn
over o new leaf in her humdrum
life aa the atory begina; the ami-
able hard-working sheriff, Matt
Gabriel {ndd a Southern accent,

. and he could bo Sherifl Andy

Taylor); his sidekick, George
Putnam {“energotic as a puppy
and with about the same amount
of ...senae"); Jess' long-time

friend, Tom Brady; and Jason
Phillips, a kind of odd t

bunch of other stulf afoot. The
is! icious characters

who teaches chemistry at tha
local high achool. (Joss shares
her sprawling lakeshore home
with Tom, Jason, and asoveral
othor teachers, by tha way).

A large supporting cast
enlivens the action and adven-
ture. And, though ne player ~
major or minor - {s especially
throe-dimensional, just about
overy single one of them ia color-
ful and engaging in his or her
own way.

There's an Ico Featival beforo
our atary is over, and an almost-
lethal Ski-doo race, and Jeap
falls through the ice, but not
before sha falls for the gorgoous
new veterinarian in town, and
not before wo begin to suspect a

iblo mob tion in all

make an appearance, along with
the handful of red herrings. Oh,
and Jess finishes tho artful quilt
she'a making for an internation-
al show coming up in Houston,

Along with her careful dotail
(right down to the minutiae on
Joss’ imaginative quilt design),
Gosling’s pacing is as crisp as a
glittory January morning.

Same readers may fecl at odds
with her decision to do way with
a character who might scom to
deserve o bottor fate. This part
of the novol complicates cven
furthor a sufficiently-knotty plot,
and with it, a kind of terrible
tragedy seems suddenty to spill
over into aomothing that folt
essentially much lighter, alightly
blurring e grand deaign of this

the trouble, and not before the
roof literally collnpsos at the
local high achool, and a couple of
houso cats start acting peculiar,
and some “designer drugs” show
up. And then there'a a whole

P story.

Qosling, a Dotroit native now
living and writing in England,
claims that she's onding her
Blackwator Bay mysterica for
the forcscoable future with this
baok (othors mnciude “The Dudy

lever murder mystery

sin Blackwater Bay” and *A Few
Dying Words.”). Roportadly, she's
now hard at work on a mystery.
that will ba set in Detroit's Gea-
eral Motors Building.

« Last wards: The Culturat
Arts Diviaion of the Clty of
Southfield will ’ prasent
acclaimed crime writer, Elmora
Leonard, as thoir speaker in this
acason's finale of the Author Lec-
turo Sorics, Sunday, May &, at
the Southfiold Radisson Hotel.
An 11:30 a.m. luncheon will pre-
cedo Leonard's presentation.
Tickets for Junch are $16. Tick-
ets for the lecturo only are 85.
Call (810} 424-8039 for resarva-
tiona.

* Don't forget to stop in at the
newly oponed Barnep & Nable,

00 8. Rochestor Road,
Rochestor Hills, The 42,000
square-foot boakatoro will offer
customers more than 150,000
titles, and will feature as part of
ita now scrvicea a dopartment in
which readers may buy and sell

usid HSSRI

Schoolcraft hosts Author’ series

Schoolcraft College in Livenia
will present its “Author-Author”
sorios, led by successfully pub-

lished authora including Loron
Estleman, 8:30-8:30 p.m. Tuea-
days, May 14 to June 11, Pro-
grams are open to the public and
i ted writers and aspiring
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writers can register for one pro-
gram or the entiro series of five.
The cost is $80 for all fivo pro-
grams, or $20 por individunl ses-
sion. Call {313) 462-4448 to reg-
istor.

Program participants will
have an opportunity to loarn
how oach author works in his
genre na well as nn‘q'\!iL writing

'415 ;2-.
Swagesind

Hanqueta From 50 to 400 People ¢
We Cater To

-----1

“Hantey Nkt

arood |]

I 5" Onw Beaf

Buultet Hinner at ... ..

: Serroteert 1/2 O =
The Wotsford Jun

2 I:?anr.a.—.mu.gf - B

g
10) 474-4800

GREAT SELECTION OF
andguns +Rifles *Ammo +Safes *Sholguns Knives

Homa & Office Partiss
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and § tips.

For beginning, as well as

advanced writera, the series
includes authors:

«Thomas Lynch discussing,

“Poatry for the Senaes,” May 14;

« Paul Stawaki, “Writing for
Children,” May 21;

» Loren Estloman, “Writing
the Mystery,” May 28;

« Ruth Ryan Langan, “The
Romancs Novel," June 4;

» Victorin Diaz, Obsorver &
Eccentric columnist, “Short Fic-
tion,* June 11, [ .

Lynch's poems and- canays
have appeared in publication in
the U.S., United Kingdom and
Iretand including the "Nqw. York:
or,” “Harper's,” “The Paris
Review,” “Tho London Review of
Books,” “Postry Ireland,” and
many othors. [

Author of a sories of space sto-
ries for children, Paul Btawski
will discuss the pleasuren of
writing for children, (]

36071 Plymouth Rd, ¢ Livonia

(512 261-5500

)GRAND OPENING!
MAY 2-5™

Come in and Check Us Outl

4
N
s

%Ma

Enjoy... Meet...
- FESTIVITIES PETE
- DOOR PRIZES
* DRINK SPECIALS STOYANOVICH
an
EXPERIENCEOUR  [1acfdcker
OUTDOOR PATIO Miami Dolehins

Showtimes... Thurs Thru Sun
ke Reservations Now For Jef Brannan

Serving...
« STEAK -
« CHICKEN
* RIBS « PASTA
+ SEAFOOD
* PIZZA
+ GQRINDERS

T

+$2108.76 besed on 16.95% revolving credit.

AskYour Neighbo

1

SINCE ¢/ 1065

(313) 261-?)5?:5; ‘ E

Brkley ‘

2780 W. 12 Mil

Starting at

2599

Colemany, 15y
Now you can relax

Utica:

U= 2

el




