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C ’ saders attempt to defend NAIA sectional crown

even atopped
s playoff time

already, - -}

I'm not talking Red Winga
hockey here: I mean college soft-
hall - in particular Madonna
Untvan(tr" which opens the
dofensa o {ts NAIA Sectional
Tournament title this afternoon.

The Crusadery, 26-12 through
‘Tuesday, will hoat the College of
Mount Bt. Joseply’s (from Cincin-
nati) in & begt-of-three sories,
starting today with the first

e at § pim, at Massoy Field

Pl

The two,teams haven't met
this seaschr = Mount St. Josoph's
kad a 17-8 vecord through Mon-
doy - but last year, Madonnn
sliminated Bt. Josoph's in the
Sactional final,

The 78 are in the

Lady {
propey form’ for a tournament
run. Bince a 2-0 loss to North-

1t would have been appropri-
ate for Madonna University's
baschall team to celobrate the
completion of its pair of double-
headers with Bt. Francis (I1l.)
with an ico cream aundae. Say, 2
banana split.

The Crusaders divided the
four games, winning tho sccond
of each doubleheader after the
Josing the first. Thay finished
the weokond 24-18.

Mark Berra’s fine rolief work,
4 2/3 innings of two-hit ball that
raised his record to 8-1, in the
gecond game Sunday helped
Madonna record a 10-6 victory.

Saturday’s win went to Jason
Dubay, 2-1, who gave up a run in
the enly inning he worked hut
was thoe beneficiary when
Madonna scored twice in the bot-
tam of the cighth to take a 6-6

SOFTBALL

wood Univeraity April 13, they
have wan 10 of 12 ganies.

obvious reason for the suc-
ccas is the emergenco of the
Madonna offense, Four times in
tho last cight games, the Cru-
anders have surpasaed 11 runs
scored in a game. Thoy had man-
aged that just three times in the
previous 40 games,

Also, caach Jerry Abraham has
shown no veluctanco to rotate
_hia four pitchers, 8hanna Btreng
continues to ba the stall aco; she
has a 12-7 record with 18 starts,
121 1/3 innings pitchod and 563
strikcauts, all team highs. Her
earncd run average of 2.80 s

second to Janell Leachingoer, .

who'a 7-1 with a 2.01 ERA.

The rost of tha mound crew:
Angie Van Doorn (4-4, 2.89 ERA)
and Lynda Weichel (3-0, 3,18

win.

Mndonna acored eight in the
firnt to grease the way to Sun-
doy's win and Serra came on
when starter Eric Butler wos
touched for three runs in the
accand and third innings.

Pete Quinn had a pair of sin-
glea and drove in two runs while
Aaron Shrewsbury drove in two
with a single plua a sncrifice fly.
Dan Taylor went 3-far-3 with a
double and an RBI.

Madonnn was held to seven
hits in the first game Sunday, a
4-1 losa that dropped starter Joel
Hillebrand to 4-3.

Quinn had a pair of hits, one
his 10th double of the scason,
while Shrewsbury accounted for
the Crusaders’ lone run with his
eighth home run. Taylor and
Delano Voletti also had two hits.

ERA). All of them have at least
28 inninga of work this senson,

Last weokend, tho Crusnders
won threc-of-four games, swoop-
ing Heidelbarg Collego Sun-
dayl2-4 and 14-8 and aplitting
with Siana Heights Saturday,
winning 1-0 and losing 5-4.

In Bunday’s wins over Heidel-
harg, Madonna collacted 16 hita
in the second game and 17 in the
firat. Jamfo Heins lod tho attack
in the sncond game, gaing 4-for-4
with a homo run and five runs
batted in.

Jeanic Baxtor (from Rodford
8t. Agatha) added threo hita and
threo RBI, Jennifor Pintar had
two hits and an RBI, Dawn
Shaffer and Michelle Birchmeler
(Redford Thurston) each had two
hits, and Stacey Piontkowski
had 2 two-run doeuble.

In tho oponer, averyone con-
tributed. Pinter and Boxter ench
drove home three runs, Pinicr
going 3-for-3 and Baxter getting
twa hits. Meclissa McGue and

Madonna splits pair of doubleheaders

Starter Craig Bencdict was
removed in the sixth inning of
the second gome Saturday, Joe
Fobris and " Eric Crawford
checked St. Francis until DubeyG
came in to start the eighth.

Left ficlder Tim Knsuhowski
went 3-for-4 and needed just a
single to hit for the cycle. His
only RBI camo on his second
home run,

Catcher Valetti drove in three
runs with n sacrifice fly plus a
two-run home run. Firat base-
man Jeff Gutt had a pair of hits
and drove in a run.

Four errors cantributed to
Madonna's defeat in Saturday’s
opener. Starter Dan Pydyn, 4-2,
was nursing a 2-1 lead into the
seventh but couldn’t gel that
final out as St. Francis erupted
for five runs,

¢

REDFORD
538-1313

D

Three fiee.

Wmeananlanm R N

A QALY YR B

stay home

MAY 3o

]

MAY 4m

« Bolman Forever
« Richie Rich
ond more...

MAY &

CABLE

LIVONIA
422-3200

© 477 TUNE. IN STARTING

! .Friday May 3rd at 5:30 p.m.

" Liyonta and Redford Channel 25
Oakland County Channel 54

thiis weelcerd.

» onnie lennox...In the pork

» Syiss Fomify Robinson ond more...

« Gty Skickers 2: Legend of Curly's Gold
» Speechless and more..

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:
TIMEWARNER

OAKLAND
553-7300

Weekend

ee
[ any T TR
WAL W IU Y

hnhln“d,m&':‘l:\hms;m

Birchmeier contributed three
hits aplece, McGuc getting a
puir of RBI and Birchmeicr one,
and Courtney Senger and
Christy Riopelle had two hita
each,

Leachinger waa the winner in
tho second game, allowing four
carned runs on six hits and a
walk, striking out four. In the
opensr, it was Streny carning
the win, surrcndering six carned
runs on 13 hits and four walks,
with two atrike in saven

inninga,

Saturdoy’s double-header with
Sienn Hoights was highlighted
by Btreng’s mound performanca
in the first game. Strong was
closc to porfect, giving up just
one hit and one walk in posting
the shutout,

Madonna got its only run of
the game in tha firat inning, and
Jamie Vickera did all the work
in supplying i, Vickers alugged
a solo home run, ena of only five
hita for the Crusaders. McGua

1

got two of them. <Ia
In the second game, the Sainls -
ovorcame a 4-0 Madonna lead by, v
scoring threo runs in the fifth o
and two more in the sixth. Threo
Crusador crrors aided thejiy
demise; Van Deorn was tho los}
ing pitcher, giving up nine hitj .,
and a walk, but just two camndd, -
runs, with five strikeouts in
seven innings. N
McGue had a hit and two RBI-;
and Birchmeier chipped in with .
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