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Thoroughty
modem:

Linda
Golden fea-
tured sleek
modernism
furnishings
in a show-

room
(above).
Gustav
Slickle{,
whosge book-
case is at
right, was
one of the
modernism
designers.

Stickley speaking: This picce by Gustav Stickley showa
the simple, handsome style of modernism.

BY MARY KLEMIC
AT HOME Enmon.

ny *mudern times™ and you may conjure

up thoughts of the Charlie Chaplin movie

of that name, in which Chaplin's belea-
guered character struggles with the Machine
Age.
But if you're speaking of “modern times” an
in the modernism style, the reaction in real lifo
is differcnt from that in Chaplin's reel lifo.
People ore comfortable with m i
wide varicty, from the laua lamp to art deco
‘picces to sleck furniture designs.

“I'm sure cverybody has something (of mod-
crnism) in the house,” said interior designer
Tom Verwest,

Modemiam stylo is free of

MODERNISM
OFFERS

Verwest’s living room is an attractive
arrongament of modernium clementa. It fea-
tures purple Arnc Jac gg chaira nnd pil-
lows with a vibrant Alexander Girard design.
It can be mixed with any style in uny room,
Verwest aaid.

“Good design in good design.”

Ono of Golden's showrcoms with modernism
stylo included a table in mahogany, maple,

ebony, platinum and gold, and a Leucos bended

p.
Southeastorn Michigan is rich in tho mod-
ernlem heritago. Charles Eames ond Eoro
Bnarinen wero two young architecta with the
Cranbook Acadomy of Art when they wen top
honora in the Organic Design in Home
ition in the Museum of

I
£uns the whole gamut of furnishings, including
furniture, wallpaper, glass, ceramica and sil-
ver; and is conaldered more affordablo and
accessible than othor styles. Famous names
are among ita designors —- such aa Frank Lioyd
Wright, Louia Comfort Tiffany, Salvador Dali
and Guntov Stickley, founder of the American
orts ond crafls movament.

Examples of modernism pleces aro bleachod
woad caflec tablos, black and chrome tables
and lamps, trumpot Iampa and tubular alu-
minum fumiture,

Modernism hos the ability for peaplo to live
with it casily, aoid interior designor David

ius.
“It's nice and elean and sleck looking.” he
snidd. "}’ a clasgic.”
=it really really very timelus,” said interior
desigmer Lindn Golden.
“Peaple relato to iL."

Modern Art in New York in 1940. Their
doaigns set tho tone for style in the 1050 and

1960,

English reformists William Morris and John
Ruskin were among thoso at tho end of the
19th contury who founded workshops and
guilds to elovata the status of tho worker and
tho work. They had been appalled at the dehu-
manization of the worker by the machine.
Their reaction l2d to the decorative arts move-

ment.

Stickley introduced these ideas in tho United
Statos, The movement was called art nouveau
in France and was more fanciful. Tiffany
brought art nouvenu atyle to America.

Aftor World War 1, the Society of Artist
Decorators in France pramoted the supremacy
of decarators through regular shows. “Les
Exposition des Arts Decoratif et Industrials” in
1925 was o effective n showease for French

On the cover:

Interior designer Tom
Verwest's living room
is decorated with mod-
erism elements. Photo
by Beth Singer.

OR ALL TIME

designers that *les arta deco” became the popu-
lar abbreviation for the atyle.

Economic necoxsities of the Great Depreasion
reaultod in the Moderne design movement,
which featured tubular stect and glans.
Advances in transportation led to the
Streamline movement, with clncks, radios and
othor objectu designed to resemble trains,
planes and autos.

“It tokes its roots from a lot of different
places,” Weisa said of modernism. “Shaker fur-
nitura - vary clean and very noat. Charles
Rennie Mackintosh (from the) 1810s and
1920a. The people from the Bauhaus move-
ment in "

¢ is roally 20th century design, anything
from 1600 oh to the present ... The arts and
crafta period, right up through the deco period,
'&On and into the '60s and "70m, right up into

said.
it Ares Art Deco Society, o private,
fot-for-profit corporation, is going strong in its
10th yeor, The DAADS was founded in 1986 by
& group of collectors and enthusiasts interested
in tho decorstive objects, architocture and stylo
of the art deco poriod. DAADS members arc
active in o varioty of projects, such as preser-
vation projects and a yourly proview party for
the Michigen Moderniim Exposition. Tha third
annual exposition took place in Southficld last
weckend.
“Twenticth century decaration is something
we have a recollection of,” said Ann Duke of
the Duko Gallery in Royal Oak, n member of
the DAADS. *Different (modernism) objects
it we sce that are papular now we remember
from our childhood.”

EXAMPLES OF
MODERNISM
PIECES ARE
BLEACHED
WOOD COf-
FEE TABLES,
BLACKAND
CHROME
TABLES AND
LAMPS,
TRUMPET
LAMPS AND
TUBULAR
ALUMINUM
FURNITURE.




