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At the forum

15th district candidates offer consensus

By TiM BMitH
BYAFY WRITER

Key oducation-related 1ssues
such #» making sure local dia.
tricts get their fair share of the
state funding pis, allowing uniim-
jtod charter schools and restoring
adult education funding were
delved into Wodnesday night by
16th District Senato race candi-

dates.
But the Farml PTA

Barry Brickner fared. The forum
will be replayed at 3 p.m. Friday
on Farmington School District
public access channel 10,

“Thesa thinge are difficult in
terms of getting at people,” sald
West Bloomfleld Schools Supt.
Seymour Gretchko, among thoae
in the sudlonce. “Ultimately, the
audienco 1s better served if they
have a chance to Intoract (with

didates). But that’s a problem

Council-sponsored “Senats Can-
didates Forum” at the Farming-
ton Tralning Centor was more
consensus than debate.
Moderated by Rick Simonaon,
the assistant superintendent for
the Oakland Intermediate School
Diatrict, flve candidates in the
Max‘ 18_|l1rlmnry 'nn‘en.-d almost-

to propared questions before tak-
ing a crack at random public
queries.

The format of tho two-hour pro-
gram wan called into question
more than haw Republicans Wil-
fis Bullard, Ed Cox, Barbara
Dobb, Terry Sever and Democrat

Witils Bullard

with the format.”

A prevailing themo throughout
the forum was with how the state
should help enauro levels of ade-
quato funding for districts with
spiralling onrollment, such as
thoss within the 16th District (in-
cluding West Bloomfleld, Walled
Lako and Farmington Hille).

Keep funding fair

Veteran Farmington Hills City
Councliman Sover inslsted that
! ‘ must stay itted
to public education funding, ro-
sisting tho temptation to change
policles In mid-atream.

Bullard, the 38th District state

representative, and Dobb, who
reprosants the 39th Diatrict,
with the noed to make sure
the State Foundation Grant at
least mlrrore the rate of inflation
— somothing that some local dis-
trict officlals sald was not belng
maintalned In Gov. John Engler's
original education budget.

Agreoing was Cox. “There's no
queation we need increased fund-
ing and we need to keep up with
inflation.”

They also were in general con-
sensus about dolng away with the
curront systom of blended pupil
counts for determining funding,
particularly bocause It penallzes
fast-growing districts,

“We neod to actually fund stu-
denta that are hero rather than
half tho studenta that are here
and half the studenta that were
hero laat Fobruary,” Bullard said.

Several timoa during the night,
both Bullard and Dobb empha-
sized thero 18 a group of legisla-
tors opposed to the cholco concopt
untl! those who move into a dis.
trict at the beginning of the year
are fully funded.

Dobb added a twlst, suggesting
that the formula could be made
more fair by i ing threo

1 opposs changing the Michi-
gan Constitution. . . I don't know
how much more you can say

‘about it excopt ‘No,'” said
Brickner, drawing crowd ep-
plause. “1 don't see any compel-
ling reason to change it at this
point in timo or over.”

Cox added that he isn't ready
“to jump out of tho status quo
and change the conatitution.”

Conacnsus genorally was
reached on yet another topic —
whother they supported establish-
ing an unlimited number of char.
tor achools In the state.

Most vocal was Sever, primarily
bocausa it would put too meny
players into the education game
ond subsequently leave littlo
fundlng to go around,

“I have a concern when you
atart shifting empiiasis irvin pub-
Jic achoals to charter schools to
private schools. . . to vouchers,”
Sover said. “You add to the cost
oversll and. . . when you start
playing with all of theso \}

Barbara Pobb

‘Wo noed to count pupils for where
they are today.”

Dobb concurred that the per-
formance of charter schools must
bo closely monitored before rush-
ing to judgment. But she does not.
uuppfm unlimited chartor

ok
et

Moro power to locals
The second half of the forum
enabled audlence membars to aek
§ including whether

and all of theae concopts and you
ring out the water, ring out the
maney, there's nothing dropping
in the bucket.”

Brickner and Bullnrd said they

student counta inte the mix: two
from the current year; one from
the prior year.

Agreeing  that making sure
growing districts are fairly funded
was Brickner, assured of squaring
off on June 4 against tho winner
of the Republican primary.

“It (the foundation grant) haa
to at least be at the rate of infla-
:&on:'_‘ he said. “And inflation is
low,

Jury out on charters

The candidates concurred
acroes tho table, in answering
whother the state conatitution
should be changed to allow public
funds for private or parochial
schools.

Candidates please public

with education as key issue

By TiM SM1Ti
Bravy WRITER

Education issues are a big deal
with candidates in tho 16th Dls-
trict Senate race, onough to war-
rant dedicating on entire night to
them,

And that was impressivo to

bera of the Farmi PTA

{s a very complox issue and we
wanted them to have some time to
discuss it.”

Betay Wataon, alao of the PTA,
sald tho forum was a way to bring
education “to the forefront" with
candidates,

“The PTA's ﬁrbl: and fammt{n_sc

liontl ar

Council, who hosted their flrst-
evor such candidstes forum
Woedneaday night. On hand to an-
awer queations were Ropublican
Senato hopefuls Barbara Dobhb,
Willte Bullard, Ed Cox, Terry
Sever ond Democrat Barry
Brickner.

“It says they roalize it's an is-
sue with vaters,” sald Janet Holm
of the Farmington ETA Councll,
**Agaln, the reason for us wanting
to aponsor thls evont is, sducation

8
the children,” Watson sald, ox-
plaining why the Izati

body feels they have a stake in the
educationat community.”

About why the evening was ro- .

served to discuss education, Rick
Simonsan, asaistant superintend-
ent for Qakland Schools, told the
audienco that about one-thlrd of
the state budget deals with those
issuce,

With the May 1§ Primury date

wanted to host the forum on edu-
cation,

After tho seasion at the Farm-
ington Training Contor, Dobb
agreed that education is a major
issuo in the state Senate.

“And it's an Important isaue to
everybody in the Iy, job

mean-
while, will participate in a goneral
forum at 7 p.m. Wednesday, at
Congrossman Joe Knallonbergs
campaign headquarters, 27877
Orchard Lake Road In Farming-
ton Hills.

The head are located in

providers, paronts, teachers, oven
80 to people who don't have kids
in school,” Dabb sald. “Evory-

the Orchard-12 Shopping Center,
at the corner of Orchard Lake and
12 Mile roads,

. with olection activitles,

. - Tucsday, May 14, at :30 p.m.

Kimborly subdivision.

the

Farmington arca, and far be it for the
Farmington Hills City Council to interfere

So, to avald conflict, tho Hills Councll has
scratched its May 13 meoting and ro-set it for

Tho agenda for tha May 14 meating includes the
public hearing to determine tho speclal assess-
* ment dlstrict for road rehabilitation in the

‘Also Tucsday there wiil bo two public hearings
ta and tutlon of the

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Councll meeting changed
M onday, May 13, is primary day in the

F

tion.

Terry Sover and Ed Cox.

eloction,

on 1
. Economic Devetopment Annual Repert.

The May 13 primary will eliminato three Re-
publicans in the race for atats senator in the 16th
District. GOP hopoefuls are: State Repa, Willis
Bullard and Barbara Dobb, Hills Councliman

The Ropublican winner will face Barry
_Brickner, the lone Dsmocrat, In the Juna 4 general

Attention, seniors

armington-area aenior citizons, aged 60 and
above, may obtain an identity card from the
Oaklang Livingston Human Service Agen-
¢y from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Friday, Moy 17, at
the Costick Activities Conter, 28600 W. 11 Mlle

oad.
The card entitles seniors to discounts from vari-
ous merchanta, Call 473-1865 for mors informa-

Teacher given grant
{rginia Lambert, a Brightan resldont and a
teacher at North Farmington High Schoal,
rocolved a $200 mini-grant fram the Detrolt
Edison Poundation, 9

The monoy will be used for & classroom project
that explores the Rouge River basin and what fac.
tors affoct dissolved oxygen.

Ttema for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48336; faxed to 477-9722; or dropped
off ot the newspoper office.

Students put Latin America on map

gi LARRY O’CONNOR

ITAFY WAITER
1€ not physically, O.E. Dunckel
Middle 8chool students took visi-
+ tare and handsd south of the bor-
* der In apidit.
Mate than 200 students culmi-
: pated throe weeks of studying
. Latin America with a journey
. through music, art and histary
- presenited at the schoot Wednes-

: d‘{!.ﬂ math; sctonce and soctel
* mdlol:f they wore able to offer a

glimpse of Latin culture.

Chlldren made ple graphs to il-
{ustrate the tarrain of Costa Rica.
They made acienco projects to
ahow how animals lived in the ro.
gion and wspinned foik taies
through Language Arts.

Band and b

unknown and obscure place,”
teacher Karen Halberg 2aid, “By
the positive way they went about
dolng this, it kind of puts (Latin
Ametica) on tho map for them.”

Kida dovoe inte the projoct, Hal-
berg said. Many worked hard put.
tingit h

played Latin-flavored selectionn
for parents, siblings and friends
who viewed the displays.

*“Ths reason we selected Latin
America is that kids view it pa an

The difficult part cams at the
end: Deciding who would get to
take the displaya home, -

“1 called it & custody battle,"
Halberg sald.

'

Idered charter achools experi-
mental and fair game for critcs.
“Some charter schools wilt suc-
ceed, some will fail and tho jury is
out,” Bullard said. “The key lssue
is not sotting up these schools,
but ate thoy accountable. Ia there
a Jovel playing fictd between char-
ter schools and public schools?
‘We should havo both school sya-
toma playlng by the samo rules.”
One area where the playing
fiedd might not be equal already Is
In per-pupi! funding, Dobb said.
“It's so critlcal of an lssuc for
the 15th District,” the Commerco
Township resident said, “Charter
achool students are counted on
current basls. . . And thero I8 a
block of legialators that have
mada it known thoy will probably
withhold support for schools of
choice and charter schools until
we resolve this counting of pupila,

the

candidates thought the state edu-
cation board’s pawer neoded to be
reduced.

Offering the strongest comment
was Bullard, who said he would
go o far as to abollsh the atate
board.

Dobb sald the state “should not
be micro-managing every one of
theso achool diatricts.”

Giving more power back to local
districts also was agreed upon by
Cox, Sever and Brickner, tho lat-
tor who sald “Lansing should step
aslde and let districts take caro of
thelr studonta.”

Many in tho oudience also
wanted to hear candidates’ views
an whether to reatore adult educa-
tion funding, scverely alashed in
the gavernor's original budget.

Buliard and Dobb said the
focus in Lansing is to make sure
high schoo! completion and job
training programs continue to be
funded in the K-12 budget. But
remaining components of adult
education need a secondary fund-
ing source.

Barry Brickner

Serving up more pointed com-
menta against cutting the adult
ed funding were Bricknor and
Sover, :

*I thought it was o travasty to
cut the funding as 1t was pro-
posed,” aaid.
should give people a helping:
hand, but not hand-outs. But by-
cutting out adult education,:
you're telling theso people ‘Get off”
welfare, . . . but you're not golng:
to bo educated.’ " N

Sever said “MEA ought tol
stand for More Educated Aduits,.
because an educated society is:
going to cut back crime.” :

IN CELEBRATION OF MOTHER'S DAY...

A POT OF GARDENIAS IS YOUR GIFT
WITH ANY PURCHASE OF $G50 OR MORE

Wo'ro colebrating Mothor's Day with

a spocial gift of our own...with your
purchaso of $50 or moro, you'll rocelvo

a 4" pot blooming with lovely gordanias,
drossad up with a lace print mylar* wroap.
Maom will love it, and it will

brightan tho houas for overyono.

Offer good May 6 through May 12.

Whilp quantition Inst.

JACODSOIS
3368 W, MAPLE RD. » DIRMINGHAM
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, AND SATURDAY,

THURSOAY AND FRICAY, ;30 AM TO D PM. SUNDAY, NOON TO 8 PM,
PHONE: 844-8900 ¢« FAX: B45-8007

0:30 AM TO 6 PM




