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Volvo 850
a safe bet
for durability

By Anne Fracassa
Avanti NewsFeatures

Volyo has nlwiys been known
for sufety ond durubility,

My cousin Sue bought one just
before her firat born arnved. ‘Yhe
kid turns 15 this year and her
Volva is still going ateong, What's
more, she's walked away from a
couple of serious crashes.

So confident is thia compuny
about its safety recard that ol
new Volvas come with an
“Accidental Loss of Life” i
policy. The policy i paid for by
Vulvo and contributes $250,000 to
the estate of any occupnat af any
1996 Volve who loses his or her
life in the car as the result of an
uccident.

Lost year, Volve further
enhanved its standing in thu auto-
motive safity workd by offering the
fiest front-neat side-impact nirbaga
un the 850 line. This year, the
nirbngs are standard equipment
on all mdels, More on that Inter.

Tested was the Valvo 850. It's
outfitted with n powerful normally
nspirated in-line 5-cylinder with
duuble overhend camahafts and
two valves per cylinder that pro-
vides 168 horsepower. The normel-
Iy aspirated models are available
with o fi-spred manual or auto-

matic transmission, but the turbo
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model i cquipped with an aute-
matic tranamission only.

The automatic transmisaion is
unique in that it offers the driver
three driving choices: E

pension system with nnllrull bar
and o rear Delta-link suspension
system., Tho rear aystem used sep-
nrate coil springs and shock
absorbers on alloy lower control
arms connected Lo separate short
links. Available on the wagon
model are self-loveting shock
absorbers.

All modela are equipped with 4-
wheel natilock brakes and power-
assisted rack-and-pinion ateering.
As large as this wagon is, its got o
turning circle of just 33.6 fect.

Pricing on the 860 modcls start
at $26,125. The high-cnd turbo
model, fully equipped, can coat
$38,335. But even with the
$26,000 mode), you'll see n Jot of
standard equi such as air

sport and winter/wet. In the wm-
ter/wet mode, the first and second
gears are locked out to help the
ear get rolling on alippery road
surfuces. Availnble equipment
includes o traction-control aystem.

As always, this Volve hns n
comfortable, steady ride. It’s pro-
vided by a MacPherson-strut sus-

conditioning, 16-inch all-scasen
tires mounted on stecl wheels, an
8.wny power ndjustable driver's
seat, 6-spoaker 80-watt atereo
with CD-campntible AM/FM cas-
sette, power windows, mirrars and
door locka, dual controls for hent-
ing and coaling and 60/40 rear
seatd,

L

All 850 wagons are equipped
with an integrated child booster
cughion that helps kida to be prop-
orly paositioned in the center rear
sent. Thero's even a 3-point sent
helt. It's an optian on the sedans,

The rear deck of the wagan pro-
vides nearly 37.1 cubic foet of
space. With the rear scots folded
down, that cargo room increases to
87 cubic feet.

Bock to the side-impact
airbags. Volvo designed these
airbags o lot differently than ather
manufocturera have. Other car-
makers have introduced door-
mounted side airbags.

Volvo has n seat-based side
airbag that is always in position to
protect the driver or pnsscngur,
regardless of where the scat is
located on ite tracks. This syatem
is also mechanically triggered and
daesn't require a complicated com-
puterized scnsor to detect a crash.

The side bag measures just 1
foot x 6 inches nnd deploys in
botween 4 and 8 milliseconds.
Total elapsed time from firat

impact sensing to bag inflatlon is
loss than 12 milliseconds, accord-
ing to documents from Volvo.

This is how it works: When the
sensor dotects an impact of suffi-
cient foreo, tho scnsor tnggen um
sido nirbag systom,

M

ca are side impacts. Front airbage
do not deploy in n side impact,
which s where the most sorious
injurics oceur.

Volvo again seta a standard for
safoty with tho side airbog. Look
for moro kers to jump on

sotting ofl a pyrotechnic charge
that actlvates the gas generators
in the seat back. Expanding
goszos infate the bag, splitting
;ho seam in the edge of the seat

ack.
The bottom line is this — the
side airbage are designed to
abaorh energy from a side impact

1y transfors the eaergy from tha
crash to tho other eide of the car
und iniv thu ilvorpan,

The side nirbags are designed
to reduce hend and chest injuries
by keeping occupants from slam-
ming into the door, B-pillar or win-
dow. The surprising thing is that
more thun 30 percent of nll crash-

and channe! it away from front- .
sont occuponts. The system actual-’

this bandwagon.
Consider tho 850 n strong car, &
wafo car and a good value,

1098 Volvo 850
Vehlcle class;
Large luxury sedan
and wagon models.

Engine:
Naturally nspirated 2.4-liter dun)
ovorhead cam in-line 6-cylinder.

Mileage:

20 city /29 highway.
Where Bullt:
Toralanda, Sweden,
ond Hnlil'ux. Nova Scotia.

rice:
326 26.

if you'd Hike to see a particular model tested or if you
have a car question, send Anne Fracassa a message
at AVANT! 1054, Avanti's America Online mailbox...
Or comment through the Internet at
AVANTI1054 @aol.com
Anne Fracassa is senior editor of Avanti News Features.
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