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Senate selection

hen you go shopping for a professional,
way u dductor or 4 lawyer, a key consid-
eention is likely to be experience. Has
the doctur performed this surgery before? Has
the lawyer argued a case hefore the courts?
1t shuuld be nu different when sbopping for
state senmtar,
We've little doubt that any of the four enndi-
dates wha appear un the hallot in the specinl
i ion for the 15th State

My arow

Se
into the pasit

But Willis Bullacd Jr. would hit the ground
running. That's why wi rging voters to pick
Bullard Maonday, May 13.

Vuoters will go to the polls in th
elections to replace David
Honigman, who resigned
the senute due toill
health.

The sprawling 15th Dis.
teict inchudles Farmington,
Farmington Hifls, West
Bluomfield Township and
severa] other communities
n the west.

The Republican fiekd in
the 15th is a strong one
with three viahle candidates in Bullard, state
Ttep. Barbura Dobb of Commerce Township and
Farmington Hills Councilman Terry Sever.

Sever and Dobb have contributed much to
their communities over the years, and we hope
they continue their public service, But Bul.
lard’s expericnce makes him the Ohserver's
chaoice,

Bullord has by far more exprerience than any
other candidate on the GOP ticket. He started
out in lucal politics, serving as o Highland
Township trustee from 1979-80,

- He then became township supervisor (rom
1980-82. He took office in the state Houae in
1982, and hus been there ever since, now serving
in his seventh term,

Bullard’s legisIntive experience is porticularly
noteworthy. He bas served on the powerful
House ‘Taxation Committee in almost every
conceivable circumstance, sterting out in the
minority, working his way through a unique
power-sharing arrangement in which he co-
chaired the committee with his counterpart
ncross the purty nisle, and finally has become
chairman.

That gives him great insight into the commit-
tee system in Lansing, which of course is where
the real nitty-gritty of crofting state law takes
place. Having o lawmaker in Lansing with that

he fiest of twa

Wiitls Bullard Jr,

Bullard’s best in 15th District

kinu of knowledge of the committes steucture is
definitely in the district's best interost.

Speaking of crafting state law, Bullard has
been particularly effective at it, having spon-
sored some 41 bills in the past year, more than
any other rupresentative in Lansing.

Eleven of them have been signed into law.
Hullurd boasts — and rightly so — that ho's
had o hand in passing 21 tax cuts in the past
four years. That kind of effectivencsa should
eannt highly with vaters.

Bullard's finest hour, of course, was his work
on Propusal A, which has trimmed homeown-
ers’ property tax bills in these parts on the order
of 60-plus percent.

Bullard was at ground-zero in Lansing during
the deafting of that schoel finance/property tax
reform puch Andh much ¢
have complained about it, Proposal A has been
a hit with hameowners.

In the meantime, we've found Bullard to be
respansive and accesaiblo to his constituents!
He's done his best to stay in clase tauch with
the folks living in his House district. We've also
learned over timo that he listens to his canstitu-
ents, and wil) adapt his views when offered a
legitimute criticism,

We do have one concern with Bullard. It
come to light last July thet he may not live in
his current House district. Bullard, of course,
claitns that he does and gives the address of his
father-in-law as his home address.

In the meantime, he keeps e house just out-
side the district boundaries where his spouse of
two years to maintain resid

Bullard’s Highland Township house wauld
be in the senate district, so residency is not the
jusue. The idea that those who write the laws
should also ablde by them is.

That may nat be enough of a concern ta with-
draw endorsement, but we would urge Bullard
to make all efforts in the future to ho sure he
abides by the law, both in letter and in spirit.

Finnlly, we would urge him to stay in closo
touch with all the communitics of his dlstrict
and moke a special effort to get to know those
portions of the district he has not previously
represented.

He should keep in mind that road funding is
a critical, top priority issue for nearly every
community in the senate district,

Qverall, Bullard has the leadership qualities
the communitics of the 16th state senate dis-
trict need. He has the ear of the governor, and
he is well positioned to serve the district. Voters
would Le best served to promote Bullard to the
state senate.

cers alike are happy to ride the wave of

economic prosperily rippling through
Oakland County, a wave expected to leap
skyward when Somerset North, and its wealth
of new stores and jobs, opens on Aug. 16,

Amid this euphoria, which County Executive
L. Brooks Patterson smartly played up in an-
nouncing his re-election bid last week, Qak-
land’s business community is reaching out ina
big way Lo its neighbors across Eight Mile Roed
in Detroit, the hub of southeast Michigan.

Bloomficld Hills entreprencur Mike ilitch
has made it a personal crusade to revitalize De-
troit's Entertainment District around the Fox
Theatre. Farmington Hills restaurateur Mickey
Bakst was emong the first suburbanites to step
forward after the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul's warehouse complex in Detroit burned
down 10 days before Christmas. Kimberly
Johnson of West Bloomfield is managing direc-
tor of the Detroit Opera House refurbishing

 project at the Grand Circus Theatre,

Last week, Southfield-based Lear Corp. an-
nounced it was forming a joint venture with De-
troit-based Bing Manuf ing to build a man-

. ufacturing facility withinDetroit’s Empower-
* ment Zone, creating 70 new joba.

On Saturday, May 18, Oaklanders of all ages
and back ds will join in Vol A-Thon
'96, the biggest annual fund-raiser for Volunteer
Impact (V1). Yolunteers will fan out to paint
community centers, clean vacant lots, repalr
bouses, plant neighborhood gardens end feed
the hungry. The slogan for the fund-raiser says
it all: “I¢t’s about getting things done, meeting
people, having fun. And making a difference.

. Not bad for a day’s wurk.”
i Tosign up, call YI's Southfield office: (810)
669-4950.

s mall husiness owners and corporate ofli-

Oakland reaches out to Detroit

chael Flora & Associates of Troy and the South-
field law firm of Sommers, Schwartz Silver &
Schwartz.

Taking part not only will help the less for-
tunate but also raise money for VI, a year-round
outreach service run on a shoestring. Sponsor
yourself or collect pledges from friends, family
and co-workers, Recruit a team of at least 10 to
have your own work site. If you're not up to
manual labor, help with signup or publicity. Or
simply make a contribution.

Volunteer Impact, 4,600 voluntecrs etrong,
impi lives by ing projects
for jts community-service partners. Projects in-
clude packing and delivering food for Focus:
HOPE and Gleaners Community Bank in De-
troit, preparing and serving meals at C.0.T.8,
in Detroit, and building and repairing homes in
Detroit through Habitat for Humanity and Mo-
tor City Blight Busters. Other projects include
hosting activities for boys at St, Vincent & Sar-
ah Fisher Center in Farmington Hills and for
girls ot Alternatives for Girls in Southfield.

VI community partners jaclude Common
Ground, a Royal Oak crisis intervention center,
Greenery Health Care Center, a Farmington
skilled nursing facility; JARC, a Southfield pro-
vider of group homes for developmentally dlis-
abled adults; Kenny Rehabilitation, a South.
field youth assistance service; and Lighthouse,
a Pontiac rescue mission.

‘The goal for Volunteer-A-Thon '96: 1,000 vol-
unteers who together raise $40,000, “The Vol-
unteer-A-Thon demonstrates the power of indi-
viduala united in a spirit of cooperation and
community service,” says Huotington Woods
rosident Liz Kantar Graskind, in whoaa South.
field insurance office VI came about in 1990.

“Volunteers will have a great day and learn that
individuals can make an impact, one person,

{7 Yol A-Thon - i

! clude Oskland County-based New York Carpet
. World, World Wide Financial Services of Blr-

* mingham, WXYZ-Channej 7 of Soutbfield, Mi-

one dsy at a time, Most fmportantly, the funds
raised will ensure another year of Voluntoer Im-
pact service Lo our community.”
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QUESTION:
What do you
want to be
when you
grow up?
We asked this
question at the
Farmingtory . ’
North Farming- 'A pro tannis ‘Physical thera- ‘Something hav- | want to be just
ton tennis piayer, When | pist, That's what | ing to do with tike Miss {Marty)
get through I'm fooking at science, | Miller {who
match Monday. | teaching, 'l ght now.’ guess.’ teachas English
have tha time to Andy Bockneck Nick Jordan al Nerth Farm-
devotato . Novth Farming- North Farming- | ington).!
vennis Kin e
HHS 5clanc¢‘a fon Zameck {with
teacher Miss Miller)
Nocth Farming-
ton junior
LETTERS
mitment to Farmington Hilla by his crass at-
He thanks I‘eportor tempt to hoodwink the electorate about his true

would like to thank Larry O’Connor for the
caring article he wrote about me ne 1 ap-
proach retiremant,
My family really enjoyed his article and [
ave ived many | 8 from
athors.
Best wishes o him and continued succeas in
his career as 1 ga out chasing windmille in my
retirement.

Bob Coleman, Farmington Hills
P S S N—

A taxing situation

wigh to express my sincere thanks to the
I Farmington Observer for helping to make
aur AARP Tax-Aide Pragram — Tax Coun-
seling for the Elderly — a succuss fur another
year.

Wo prepared 112 joint returns out of 741 sep-
arate interviews. Three hundred ninety-two fed-
eral tax returns and 1,106 state tax and credit
forms were prepared.

Tax-related assistance was give to 109 cli-
enta. Seven senior citizens were given tax as-
sistance at their residences due to theirill
health,

Again, thank you for placing the notices in
the Observer, noting the time and place of tax
assistance, each week during the tax scason,

dJohn Antanilli,
local coordinator,
Tax-Aldo Program

armington Hills Councilman Terry Sever

A vote for Buliard

F is presently running for stato Senate.
Should he lose, he falls back on the race

for the House, Should he lose that, which woul

political goal, namely as an opportunist wha
hlows with the wind as do his signa: one day
this, the next day that.

The peaple of our district need a man of .

tried-and-true i aman
about state politics, and above alt, a man who
truly esy e R lican Party platfi

of lower taxes.
And that mar, who is above all athers, is Bill
Bullord,
Albert Roson, Farmington Hills

An endorsement

armington school board elections will be
held Monday, June 10. Priacilla Brouil-
lette is a candidate who supports the ba-
sics in jon, but who also und 1s fu-
ture needs of atudents,

Priscilia Brouillette hae been actively in-
volved for years as a volunteer for the Farming-
ton Public Schools.

She has enjoyed working with such programs
as Junior Great Boaks, through which many
children have had the opportunity to respond to
classic literature of the world, and the Picture
Lady Program, which has allowed hor to foster

fation and underatanding of art for
1s of Farmi hildron over the past
eight yeara, Hor efforts havo greatly enriched
the quality of cducation for our children.

Priscilla is also involved with activitics that
will ensure future scholastic excellence for our
students, Her work with the School Imprave-
ment C i at Hillside El ry and
Dunckel Middle School has given hor a broad
understanding of current issucs that concern
our schoals at both the elementary and middie
school lovels,

Her involvement with the North Central Ac-
creditation Committees at both schools han giv-
en her an of how setiools evaluate

an apy
hund

maoke him a two-time loser (not to bo d
as a criminal two-time loser), ho would still
have his cushioned seat on the council.

Las Vegas bookies would be well advised to
emulate this manipulator in hedging their bots
and straddle both sides of the fence,

A little analysis of Mr. Sover's political ma.

current performance and set goals for the fu-
ture.

Priscilla has been a tireleas worker, sclecting
volunteer opportunitics that really make a dif-
ference in improving education, A strong advo-
cate for qunliﬂy schools, she is an cxtremely

1l oy

chinations reveals a person of ch quali- 5 of any committec.

gé;sﬁl?::n}.'e 18 3 Democrat, the next hels a When Pﬂ‘lclllg a’pelnkl to an jssue, Ianrjcom»
For instanc, hia flyer, in which ho Ia en- E:n\‘:)l.\?urful Hllenn:;lv?l:v;l lm)m letel: d:sz?lu

dorscd by e formar and gone city cated to project sho undfmke}; and

baldly labels him as a Republican.

Yet, in paragraph three, he crows about his
success in helping to clect the current Mayor of
Farmington Hills, an avowed, dyed-in-the-wool,
Clinton-clone Democrat.

Furthermore, he supported passage of OCC
millage, Walled Lake millage, police and fire
proposal, and SMART. Terry Sever is a totally
dedicated tax-and-spend fanatic Democrat.

In addition, the man just ran for council re-
cently and already he is repudiating his com-

in-touch with what is in our schools.

Priscilla Brouillotte has sopeatedly proven
herself to be an asset to the Farmington Public
Schools.

Please joln us in voting for Priscilla Brouil-
Jette for schoo! board momber. She will be an
excellont addition to our board. .

George and Susan Notariann$, Fnrmlngul)jn

Hills
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Tom Baxw, Eciton, §10-477-5450
Tom Byao, Pususuen, 810-901-2537
Roseat SR, ManAGiG Emiror, 810-901-2563
MARY 8COTT, CIRCULATION MAKAGER, 810-901-2548
Sraven K. Port, GUiERAL MArAGER, 810-901-2595
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Oun Mussion: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think-about .wmmunli_v Journalism

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger comp They
ities they cover,

independent from the stories and

ider ih 1

20 be

in to write the unusual or

sensational and then dashing off to cover something elze, We regard ourgelves as both accurate
Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Phillp Power

. .




