. Sarah Habitz, Lascu School of

Ballet, Bloomfield Hills, and
Kendall Sparks, Miami City
Ballet, rehearse a scene from

Michigan Opera Theatre's pro-
duction of “Romeo and Julict,”

opening tonight. Call (313)
874-SING.

Two young
musicians
create their
own original
tune in “The
Jamming
Room,” one
of the activi-
ties at
Cranbrook
Institute of
Science’s
“What
Makes
Music?”

645-3209.
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exhibit, (810)

The Chenille Sisters will pre-
gent a Mother's Day concert at
the Southfield Pavilion, call
(810) 424-9041 to reserve tick-
ets, or (810) 424-9022 for

information,

Cellist Yo-Yo Ma joins the
Detroit Syn}y:ﬁuny at
Orchestra Hall 8 p.m.,
Thursday, May 9 and
Friday, May 10. Call -
(313) 833-3700 or (810)

+ 645-6666. -

Just For

Laughs

comedy
club

Whore:

65 E. Huron,
downtown
Pontlac In the
Sanctum
nightelub
bullding.

Tickets:

&5 for
Wednesdays
and Thursday
shows; $10
for Friday and
Saturday
shows. For
more Informa-
tlon, calt
{810) 334-
6412,

Comedians yuck it up
‘Just for Laughs’

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
STAFF WRITER

athan Vestal scea hia

Sanctum Entertainmént

Complex in downtown
Pontiac as a one-stop location for
fun,

High-enorgy dance music
throbs against the stained-glass
windows en the main floor of the
former First Congregational
Church, now known as the
Sanctum nightclub, Inaback
room, fashionable twentysome-
things get down in the groove
room, which featurcs music from
the 19708 and 1980s.

Downstairs, in the former
gymnasium, comedians yuck it
up with patrons at the boldly dec-
orated Just For Laugha comedy
club.

The one-tvre punch of Vestal's
ilding is the nd that

called every single comedian he
;tzluld think of in a two-week peri-

As o result, the club has hosted
comedtans like A.J. Jamal of “In
Living Calour” and “Comic
Justice,” Mike Saccone of VH-1's
“Stand Up Spotlight” and A&E's
“Evening at the Improv,” and
Billy Garan of “Caroline’s
Comedy House” and “Comedy
Central.”

“I've had great performors.
What I've tried to do is get a good
blend of different talent.”

Within the firat few months of
apening, Vestal wasn't completely
satiafied a0 ho tweaked o fow
things to bring Just For Laughs
closer to perfection,

Most noticeably, he replaced
the original in-house comedy
troupe, Mr. Paulio’s Fruit and

/ ble C: with the

Just for Laughs hasa over other
local comedy elubs, the Rochester
resident soid,

“One of the original concepts
was to cross-pollinate it (the two
cluba). So many (comedy) clubs
have a terrible habit of putting
you out on the atreots nfter a
show. We get to send them
upstairs to the Sanctum for free
and dance and sight sce,” said
the former manager of Pike
Street reataurpnt who also owna
Diamonds m'u;1 Spura cotinlry
bar/concert hall in Pontiae.

When Vestal opened Just For
Laughs six months ago it was his
misaion to got the club recog-
nized as o first-class theater. He
gat himself listed in comedy club
guides, once hired n professional
company to book shows, and

Onkland County-bnsed Totally
Unrchearsed Theater.

“We've done things different
sinco the firat show, with the
introduction of Totally
Unrehearsed Theatre. It adds a
totally different dimcns‘i'on to the

mic night to be the strangest
night of the week. It's a real
healthy climate for (amateurs).
1t's not 80 easy to get on etage,”
Vestal said.

The improv troupe's ropertoire
includes a take-off on “Jeopardy”
where the audlence shouts out
answers ond the group members
have to come up with the ques-
tions.

“Party Quirks" is another of the
group's popular games, Audience
members yelt quirks to the host
of an imoginary party. Each
member of the group has to act
out that particular quirk. It's up
to the host to gucss which enc
ench member is doing.

“That's why people keep com-
ing back. Our show in 80 percent
sketch comedy and 10 percent
improv,” Bell-Brege anid.

Totally Unrehearsed Theater,
which got its start and still per-
forms on Tucsdays at Mark

Ridley's Comedy Castle in Royal *

Qak, is enjoying its time at Just
for Laughs.

“Wa love Nathan's ¢lub but it's
hnrd. Pncauso Pontinc is not

shown here
during a per<
formance by
Totally b
Unrehearsed:
Theatre, and:
the adjoining

3
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tmprov class: Comedy improvisation
students Ken Ebaugh of ‘ﬁ'oy left),
Randy Hippler of Warren, Megan
Saillant of Dearborn and Sal Rubino’
of St. Clair Shores play out a scene
during a Saturday class at Mark
Ridley’s Comedy Castle.

Improv troupe
“Totally Unrehearsed’

BY MATT JACHMAN
STAFY WRITER

On Saturdays, people fram all over the Detroit
aren gather in downtown Royal Onk for what
thoy call a strese-relicver, a cheap form of thera-

124 -
They shout, laugh and run, ploy tag and roll
around onstage, pretend like they're applinnces,
psychics or infants, and otherwise make fools of

themselves.
Some hope to hit the big time. .
“I love it. 1t's a great rush,” snid Greg

club. The act is totally
every week,” Vestal said.

The 3 1/2-year-old group -
which Karen Bell-Brege and
Darrin Brege of Novi , Kirk
Rosoy of Troy, Kirk Hanley of
F i Dan Snyder of
Girden City, and John Fountain
of Ann Arbor — hosts the open
mic night on Wednesdays. It
aljows five comedians, including
two to three rookies, the chance
t6 como in and practice material
before an audience.

“Ultimately 1'd like my open

P

hed (ﬂ! an enter
center yet), It’s a big secret. It
hns great art gollerica and coffee
shops,” said Karen Bell-Brege,
who founded the troupe with
Gilda Hauser,

Vestal explained that Pontiac's
reputation mhy be keeping peo-
ple from explpring the city. .

“Peaple dofi't realize how safo
Pontinc is. There's very little van-
daliam. People barely got con-
fronted anythore, The City of
Pantiac has dono backilips to
make sure pverybody feels safe”

. o
at Mark Ridley’s Comedy Canstle, Buchzeiger, of -

h his dny improvisation classes

Farmington Hills, wants to continue in improv -
professionally. :

Others are there for the fun. -

“I'm not looking to make a career out of this,
but who knows? Anything could happen,” sall
Thomas Reinke of Westland, ' M

Buchzeiger, Roinke and nbout n dozen othera
were in an intermedinte i.aprov class that
rocently met on a sunny S turday morning.
Improv at the Camedy Castle .3 taught by Karch
Bell-Broge and Gilda Hauser of Totnlly

Boo IMPROV, 4B -

STUDENT EXHIBITION'

What: A dispiay of more than

2,500 works by students of the
Center for Creative Studies
College of Art end Design.
Wheve: 201 Enst Kirby, 6cross
he street from the Detrolt
Institute of Arta.

Whea: May 11-26. Hours sre 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through

Friday, snd 11 e.m. to 4 pm.

Saturday and Sunday.

o An opening reception 6-9 p.m.
Friday, May 10 offers the
opportunity to view and pur-
chase work before the show
opens to the public,

Coat: Tickets oce $25 In

advance, $30 st the door,

Felion ikne SRS -

preceding the opening 58 p.m

May 10, sre $200. Proceeds

sfier deferring costs of recep-

and

CCS vsw' offers glimpse of future

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
SPECIAL WRITER

As a child Peter Boruta made boata just’

like all little boys. Today, the Rochestor
Hills' resident has his cyo on a future in

. product design. The graduating senior’s

1/6th scale mode) of a porsonal water craft
is one o 2,600 works displayed in the
1896 Center for Creative Studics Collegs
of Art and Design Student Exhibition
oponing May 10.
1If you're curlous about what cars will
look like 10 years from now, or the furni-
ture and art in your home? Visit the CCS
Student Exhibition to view the visions of
tomorrow’s artists and designers.
The show representa CCB' departmonts
of fine arts, photography, crafts, graphic
ication and induatrinl design.

tlons go to
CC8' general operating expens-
o8, Coll {313) £72-0463 or 872-
3118, ext, 282, e

Along with paintings, decorativo and
funcﬁnnul‘abju’ctll. jewolry, furthu!rn,

include

hiahligh

and jndustrial design,

- jc artists baforo they become famous,” said

proposals and models for this summer's
Art on tho Move Sculpture installation
project, di ions of p ided Bgruta, 21 of Rochester Hills, is already
dosign, conceptual apparel such as aculpt-  designing new preducts for John Deoro
od shoea snd dresses made from paper, tr:éwm and AT&T at his part timo job at

has domething for cveryone's artistic
n

concopt car designs and clay models, and  Hopiry Dryfuss Associotes in Troy. While
futuristic bont and porsonal water cral  attending CCS he learned product design
designs. Many of the CCS seniors, who begina with an ideation stage. Skotching
are required to show their work in the tho wildest concepte in his imagination,
exhibit to graduato, are from the Obsorver  Bpruta roworks his ideas until a roslistic
& Eccentric area. odel is realized. .

An opening recoption 6-8 p.m. Friday *The fun part of school is knowing you
gives the public on opportunity to not only + get to do this for real once you graduate,”
sce into the future but the firat chance to Enid Boruta. “What wo do will affect every
buy works aure to riso in valuo ovor the Hoy lifo. My dream is to design an actual
vnars, Mare than 3,000 people attended [pieco that will bo put into production and
inst year’s opening purchasing $56,000° |secing it on tho sheii one day.”
worth of ort. Chang-Ho Kim has o similar drcam. A

“The atudent exhibition is a great |sonior in the industrial design depast-
opportunity to sco the work of some terrif- | mont, ho plana after graduation to return

to his South Korean homoland to werk in
tranaportation donign. Ho'll have his

Beo Ei,lﬁB

Dave Locke, CC8 apokesman. “If people
come down here to sco what we offer, thoy
will be ploasantly aurprieed. Tho show
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Power of Perception: Katherine

Naini combines black and

hite

photography with polaroid trans

fers and hand coloring in thi
work from her “Face Value”
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