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Improv from page 1B

%Improv troupe ‘Totally
Unrehearsed'Unrehearsed The-
atreok, the seven-player house
improv troupe.

Improv means finding
moments of humor and conncee-
tion'— with the ensemble and
with the audience — as players
take characters into uncharted
territory. There are standard
improv games and routines,
often fueled by i from

Hnuser stress coaperation, sup-
porting vthers and being nffir-
mative rather than denying.

The criticism “denial,” used by
both teachers and other stu-
dents, in often heard when those
rules are broken in clnsa.

“You don’t have to have con-
Mict. If you're constantly arguing
it stops things,” said Bell-Brege,
of Novi.

U ing fellow nctors in not

the audience, but every scene
can be different.

It's hard work. The off-the-cufl
wketches are not played strictly
for lnughs, but laughs are gener-
ated when actors use their wits
to leap over pitfalls and dodge
gafles as their scenes progress.

“When you try hard, it never
works,” said Hauser, a South-
field resident who has also done
stand-up comedy.

Unlike stand-up, usuaily a solo
venture, comedy improv is a
group effort. Bell-Brege and
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allowed.

*If somebody wna good up
there then the traupe was bad,”
snid Kirk Hanley of Farmington
Hills, o Totally Unrchearsed
player who stopped in at the end
of a beginning-level class,

Students in the intermediate
class said thoy find improv's
play-acting and fun, supportive
environment a good antidoto to
everyday preasurca.

“It brings out the kid in you
sometimes,” anid Sal Rubino of
St. Clair Shores.

“Thia is probably the best
thing I've done for myself in o
long time,” said Colleen Cough-
l(ir\ of Berkeley. “It's been a lot of
un,”

“There'n a lot more cooperation
and less competition between the
people,” said Randy Hippler of
Warren, comparing improv to
stand-up. Hippler has had expe-
rience with both, and anid
improv “gives you an opportunity
to get more lnughs than with the
prepared material.”

Aftor warmups and an exer-
ciao called “appliance aympho-
ny,” in which actors imitated dif-
forent houschold appliances in
“harmony,” atage entrances were
rohoarsed, and studonts taok
turns practicing mastor-of-cere-
monics dutics.

The clnss talked nbout how to
handle lewd suggostions from
the audience, Play off it, they
wero told, instead of to it.

But when a bawdy take on o

scene in freeze tag, an imprav
game, yielded laughter, Hauser
clarified: If it fita the scene, go
with it, but {f it's crudencas for
its own sakoe, avoid it.

Toward the end of the inter-
medinte class, Dan Snyder,
another Totally Unrehearsed
trouper, dropped in. Ho was
asked what happeons if he is
complotely stumped on stage.

“It'a not about going up there
with something in mind, said
Snyder, of Garden City. “If you
go up there with somothing in
mind it usually doesn't work.”

For more information about
Totally Unrchearaed Theatre or
the improv classes at the Come-
dy Castle, call the Totally Unre-
hearsed hat line at (810) 888-

A four-week b improv
cloea is set to begin May 18at a
cost of $100; a four-week inter-
mediate class, at $126, will be
organized after that,
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Gilda Hauser of Southfield (left) and Karen

Bell-Brege of Novi teach comedy improvisation at the
Comedy Castle. They are part of the seven-member
improv troupe Totally Unrehearsed Theatre.

choieo of six different car compa-
nies. The Birmingham resi-
dent’s clay models and drawings
of 218t century vehicles take-off
on the style of today's Nissan
sports car.

As a graphic communications
major, Alexandra Smith, 26 of
Bloomfield Hills, could be creat-
ing promotional materinl for

Boruta and Kim's products and
vehicles. At Vieual Services in
Bloomficld Hilla she works on
large graphic design projecta for
Ford Moter Company nnd Beau-
mont Hospital, Smith earned n
bachelar's degree in advertising
at Michignn State University
before coming to CCS. She will
have snmples of her brochures

from n promotion design class in
the show including a package for
Camp Milkakow, a fictional
camp for kids who've grown up
never seeing o farm. Also on dis-
olay will bo o green and purple
poater an child nbuse bearing
her verajon *Monday's Child is
Fair of Face”

“The messnge on the poster is

that not everything is happy and
pretty,” said  Smith, a graduat-
ing senior.

Katherine Naini knows exactly
what she wants for her future,
After graduating from CCS this
May, Naini will study for a mas-
ter's degree at Cranbrook Acnde-
my of Art in Bloomfield Hills.
Eventually, she pluns to pursue
n carcer in the fine arta in New
Yurk City. Work from her Face
Values' serien,dealing with pre-
conceived notions and the power

— 501.0900

of perception, wilt be in the CCS
show, Her process for arriving
at a finished product is innova-
tive.

“[ start by shooting black and
white film then I cut and collage
negatives togothor and hand
apply the color with paints.
After that I do n Polaroid trans-
fer of the finnl image onto print-
making paper and then hand
mark the surface,” aaid Naini of
West Bloomfield. Othor Eccen-
tric aren aeniors in the oxhibit

include: Deidre Heindl, Juaquin
Bryant and Jason McCambs,
Farmington Hills; Bethany
Ayres, Birmingham; Joson Cow.
ell, Rachester Hills; Duve Craw-
ford, Birmingham; Daminn
Fagnn nnd Howard Moss, South-
field; Edward Foley, Molissn
McKay, Richard Thompson and
Bueng Jung, West Bloomfield;
Hiep Dinh, Bloamfield Hills;
Jennifer Saville, Rochester;
Stephanie Schealfer, Farming-
ton,

. : Sht;fn Park VBl;mlngh'amA o
Saturday, May 117 10 A/M-6 P.M. — Sunday, May 12 T0A.M.

i Save Energy
-~ SitInFront Of TheTV.

“Our House a home energy-efficiency show brought to you by Detroit Edison, .
has some timely suggestions that can help you lower your energy bills. Starting
March 17th, watch “Our House} Sundays at 7:00 a.m. on WDIV Channel 4.
Co-hosts Tom Tynan and Paula Engel offer many energy-saving projects for the
home and tips to help preserve the environment. You'll see all new shows on
energy efficient windows, kitchens and interior dzsigns, as well as building an
energy efficient home and conducting your own energy audit. Plus a special
show about the Greening of the White House,
“Our Hotse” is the only show that gives you the energy saving know-how. And
it’s Detroit Edison's way of helping you save energy at your house and money on

your energy bills.
ouse
- “Our House, Sundays, 700 am,,
WDIV, through June 9th
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trom your touch-tona telephone and place your classiliod advertisment anylimo of the day or night.
Thal's right. You may call this numbaer 24 hours a day—al your convanience— 1o sall that car, those
household things or any alhar classilied itam. Be sure and ask for Custom Connect, our eloctronic
gorvice that allows you to raceive recorded responsos (o your Obeerver & Ecceniric Classifiod ad 24
hours a day. You moy "scraen” your messagas and choose which you went to raturn, And best of
alt, this service is fioa with your paid classifiad ad!

MAY 30 -JUNE 2 :
TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW!
NEW AREA - WATERWORKS PARK ANNEX
2-DAY RESERVED, THEATER STYLE, PADDED SEATS
WITH ARMRESTS. HIGHEST VIEW ON THE COURSE!
$40 -ROWS 110 $60 - ROWS 11-32
" CALL: 1-800-359-7760
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