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Nature Festival: For the third year in a row, pheasants are released during the Nature Festival at Heritage
Park in Farmington Hills, City naturalist Joe Derek (left, with arms outstretched) doea the honors with a
Szechuan pheasant May 4.

praises,

its 300 volunteers

By BILL COUTANT
Brarr Warten

More than 300 velunteers who
give thelr time, energy and oven
money to the citizens of Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills in
many ways were honored at the
Costick Centor Monday morning.

Farmington Hills Speclal Ser-
vices Director Dan Potter
thanked the volunteers who were
treated to & brunch. It waa the
219t annual recognitlon reception.

“Without you, we wouldn't be
able to carry out 8 numbsr of pro-
grama,"” aald Hilla City Clerk Ka-
thy Darnan, who {s interim city
manager as well. -

Farmington Mayor Jo Anne
McShane called the volunteers
heroes and called them the “twin-
klo dust™ of the stars. Lzed £

for

Botsford screens for prostate cancer

By BILL COUTANT
BYArY Warrer

Since an estimated one of every
elght American men will bo diag-
nosed with proatate cancer at
some time In thelr lives, educa-
tion and screening for’the condi-
tion are Important ways to check
itintime,

Botsford General Hospital Is
offering a Prostate Health Awaro-
nesa Program for the sixth year in
an affort to toach peaplo about the
disease and test them for it.

“Digita! roctal exams and PSA
(Prostate-specific antigen) blood
teats are the most to way

men. Our beat hope of treating it
is finding It early.”

Roth said thero have been
many cases where tho cancer la
progressing slowly in older mon
and tho treatment may not be rec-
ommended.

“But thaot's something that
needs to be dotermined (by the
PSA test),” he said. “Sometimes
it progresses rapldly. That's why
it i-._lmpomnl to have the acreen-

ng.

Roth soid both the blood teat
and the rectal exam are Import-
ant, taken together.

otafond' 1on will bo

wo have to detect prostate cancer
at the present time," said Dr, Ste-
von Roth, the urologiat who will
give a presentstion on the diseaso
beginning May 13, “This 1a the
second leading cause of cancer for

LR
from 7.8 p.m. Monday, May 13
and from 1.3 p.m. Wednesday,
May 15 at the hespltal's commu-
nity room, 28050 Grand River in
Farmington Hills,
Attending ono of the loctures is

mandatery for mon interested in
recelving a free screening, which
will be given from noon to 6:30
pm. Mondey, May 20, and
Wedneaday, May 22, st Health

Development Network, 39750
Grand River, Novi.

Donna Rlce, a registered nuras
and well program di

from the dlscase has Improved
from 50-85 percent.

Tho riak of the discane increas-
ea with age. Symptoms of the can-
cer include: Weak or interrupted
urine flow, inubility to urinate or
difficulty in startlng or stopplng
urinatlon, need to urlnate fre-

tor, anld detection Is the key to
determine how virulent, as well a8
whether a man has prostate can-

cer.

“Our goal continues to be to
reach as many men as posaible,”
she eald.”

In Michigan, 12,000 new cases
will be dicovered this year with
1,600 men expected to die from it.

Cancer oxparta estimato that os
mony ss 80 percent of prostate
cancer deaths are preventable. Inv
the past 30 vears, survival rate

School board likely to renew
all-day kindergarten program

BY TimM BMITH
STAYY WITZR

Parents such as Lorl Ellis
aren't happy with proapects of the
Walled Lake acheol board renew-
ing the ail-day, every.other-day
kindorgarten program for another
year, which It could do as carly as
Tucsdoy, May 18,

Criticiam continues that 6-
year-olds aren't ready for whole
days of Instruction ond becauso
alternatlog “on” and “off” daya
damages tho conslstency of learn-

ng.

But their unhappiness ian't
just ebout a unanlmous recom-
‘mendation by the distelct's kin-
dergarton advisory committee, led
by asaistant superintondont Ste-
ven Gaynar, to in 1096.97 go ex-
clusively with the program. Cur-
rently, parents At Dublin and

ahead of time,” said Ellis, whose
4-yenr-old son Joshua is ached-
uted to start kindergarten in the
fall. “We have a lot of questionn,
1t's not an appropriate deciaion to
have the kids be there for a full

Ellls, who lives in the Farming-
ton Hills section of tho district,
said sho might go so far s to en..
r0ll her son Joshua into a private
school In 1996-97 rather than sco
him havo to aign up for all-day,
every-other day kindergarten, a
firat-yoar program in the Walled
Lake distriet,

Tho program itsolf (an't the
anly thing that bothera parents,
They npparently didn't like how
dintrict officlals conducted a re-

wore concerned that comments
from parents and teachers were
nat ahared at the meoting.

Several requeata made Friday,
Monday and Tucsday to Gaynor's
offlce for for that part of tho sur-
voy wero nat honored.

“It's just & ahamo If this goes
through based on the numbors,”
sald one parent, who asked to not
bo {dentified. “It’s nat being done
othically, Where wore all the com-
menta the teachers wrote?""

Written commenta were nlso
supplled by parents about the
program. But Dublin Elementary
kindergarten lut‘chnr Linda An.
dorson, who atlll teachea tradi-
tional half-day scssiona, said she
has rocelved plenty of mixed ver-
bal feedback. *“Thoy said they ro-

cent survey of b par-
ents and teachers — or how they
prosented resulta to the public on
M:{l‘y 2.

Mendow Lake can
enrall thelr youngatera inta elther
traditional half-dny kindergarten
or the full-day option.

As waa the caso in 1895, whon
the board OK'd tha program for
tho current schoo! year, a graup of
parents, including Ellis, has sald
it waan't given a chonee to be ade-
quately heard about thefr con-

corna.

“1 §unt fee! the hoard members
didn’t glve parents of upcoming
kindergartnors an opportunity to
have a forum. , . about tho survey

comparisons wera
made hotween 1994.96 kindor.
gartners, who attended the tradi-
tiona} half-day program, and this
year's kindergartners in areas
puch as social growth/work hab-
ita; fino motor skills; language
arts and reading roadiness; math-
omatica,

For axample, the percentage of
kindergartners who listen and fol-
tow directiona was 89 porcent In
1004-95 and B88.9 percont this

year.
But scvoral parents sald they

ally want to eco the hal{-day pro.
gram continue.”

All borrd members woren't en-
amored by tho survey ropults,
Trusteo Joseph MHler hinted at
the meoting that the oxpected
savings of $350,000 — the amount
needed for mid-day bus runs —
might be the only reanon to con-
tinuo it for another year,

During a subsequant interview,
Miller said he wants to take a
cautious approach to the pragram
and that he would like to keep &
closa oyo on how well tho current
kindergartnera do In first grade
noxt year,

Kindergarten survey, evaluation
no change over last year’s results
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Consternation from some par-
ents aside, Walled Lako achoola’
all.day, every-other-day kinder-
garten has been successful
enough to warrant continuing it
in 1006.97, said assiatant super-

Rasults of a survi
ly-1dentlcal ovaluation of 1894-86
and 1986.96 kindergartners were
resented to the school board st
ta May 2 meeting. A decision 1a
Likaly on Thursday, May 16.
Gaynor ssid It was the recom-

mendation of a kindergasten advi-
nory i to i} the

1t nlao waa recommended that a
fatical i 0 made

program for a gecond year, but
with one change: this year's
cholce for parents st Dublin end
Meadow Lake, to enroll children
into half- or full-day kindergae-

ten, would be eliminated.
“Tha hoard has the option on
how it wants to do thl-.".(hyn:r
the

next apring, botween this year's
first grade puplls and next year's,
tho latter having coma out of the
all-day, overy-other-day kinder-
garten program.

Qaynor said the evaiuation of
s included n the

sald. "It thoy want to
alement of cholce, they can do
that. But even if the hoard de.
cides to go excluaively with this
next year, . . we'll continue eval
uating it”

D B U S

hoard presentation was evidence
that — elthor in half-daya or full
days — thero is little or no diffor-
enco in how kindergartners learn
or adapt socially.

quently, ially ot night, blood
in urine, painful or burning urina.
tion, or continuing pain in lower
back, pelvis ar upper thighs.

The scteening takes about 16
mlnutea. Ta register or for more
information, call Botsford's
Health Devclopmont Netwark at
471.8100,

v were
thelr work in many program
‘Those programs Include: berea
bingo, blood prossure,

entertains:

<

with wills and other legal docu-
ments. :

The reduced fee charges for.
those documents goes to the sen-
{or equipment fund, Potter nlq R
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out certificates of appreciation:
and address books to the volun-:
teers, Is stepping down a» the!
state ropresentative for Farming-:
ton and Farmington Hills. :

And for the fourth year, & vol-.
unteer wan presented with the DI
amond Award, recognizing the ac-;
complishments of & person 75 or;
older. Thia year's winner, Max:
Kravitz, 89, has volunteered at!

B TR R R VLA TIY T VRN,

bridge, 3 on
aging, community service, com-
puter class, crafts, the gift shop,
current events, dance, deaf/hoat-
Ing services, entertainment, ex-
ercise, first atep stroke, Focus
Hope, the (ood co-op, golf, greet.
ers, holiday meals, home chore,
5(.an.~’doo atroke, llbrary, ml-lillng.

Menls-On-Wheels and Nutrition
on site, office, oil painting, organ,
outreach, quilting, the Paclfic
Rim Center, Police_and Senlots
Together, pinochle, SAGE, Senex,
swimming pool, lax istance

Eagle El y where he has; i
read to children, checked home 3
work and done other work for fiviy &
hours a day, five days a woek. 23

] plan to keep on doing thisianlsy
long sa 1 possibly can,” said
Kravitz,

Volunteers were also treated to
some music and dancing. Jennlfer
Nelmi, who used to work with'
seniors, and Lorl Lowis, who com-
tinues to work In the progrum,
sang for the volunteers.

And Mary Linda Caldervie,
known by many as the communi-

h i for the

teacher/instructor, telophane
ation, vel-

ty
Southwest Onkland County Cable
C isslon, reached out to vol-

leyball, widow's group, world
medlcal rollef and vislons.

In additlon, scma veluntcers
received special recognition.

Attorney Paul Sowerby was rec-
ognized for his efforts in giving
free legal advice two times »
month to senlors and helping

unteers In another capaclty. Cul-
derone, whese columns appeur in
the Obscrver, treated volunteers
to a belly dance In a white dreas
uslng her stage name “Ah Mi.
oge” to the delight of all,

More than 600 volunteers are
Involved in the two communitics.
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In stride and In cool comfort
with this Jumper. Rust plald .
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8CADS OF PLAID
You’ll take summer

with drawatring back.
8-M-L, 80,

’
s COCOSOIS

338 W. MAPLE AD. « BIRMINGHAM
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, AND SATURDAY, 9:30 AM TO 8 PM
THURBDAY AND FRIDAY, 0:30 AM TO 0 PM. BUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM.
PHONE: 844.8000 » FAX: 045.8007




