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Step into

BY MARTY FlGlLEY
Hexcial WHITER

Cranbruok Gardens' 24th annual
spring plant sate, “Step Into Spring,” is
junt around the corner.

Tt will take place 10 2. 0 7 pan.
Wednesday, May 16, and 10 a.m. to K}
p.m. Thursday, Muy 16, Cranbroak Gar-
dena are at 380 Lane Pine Road, Bluom-
ficld Hills. Park in the Christ Church
lat and take the free shuttle to the sale.

Many Michigun wildflowers such ns
ferns, trillium bloadroat, hepatica, a8
well as perenninls, miniatare roses,
sreenhoude plants and herbs will be
affered. A boutigue will be filled with
outstanding items, snd the populnr
seulpture will he sold. All proceeds go
direetly for the preservation of the Gur-
dens and their scalpture,

Patrons will be directed to the nle
areas through the Walled Sunken Gar-
den, originally n vegetable garden,
which will be glawing with about 7,000
tulips und other bulbs. The designer of
the bulb plantings aad the chairmun of
this part of the garden is Lee Van
Renterghem of West Bloomficld, who
hus held this postion for ot leest five
years,

“Ihis yenr the wlips form o white
serpentine pottern through the heds,
the ‘ribhon’ being the wlip White Bou-
queet,” she suid,

Each buth produces three to five flow-
ers. Accompanying the ribhon are “the

Plamnt your

inglish Garde

spring at

truest bluw tulip known,” Lafoyette, a
double Blue grape hyacinth, Spi
a pale, pate yoliow tuiip, Crens 5
A trilliant Temony yellow tulip, Mrs
John Scheepers, will also he in bloam.
The gorden will he framed by o pole,
cronmy yellow tulip spotted with red
and Aamed with rose, Gudoschnik.

hese bulbs were ardered in Inte
August and planted by volunteers near
the end of Octobor lont your, (L took
three days to plant the bulbs,

“We gtarted with 16 to 20 peoplo, but
hy the third day the pumbers were
reduced o four to vix.”

Spaghnum peat moss is spread on the
beds and tho sl is leosened with o
spading fork to incorporate the peat,
then ng cach hole is hand dug, the peat
in ngnin worked inte the soil as the
bulbs nre plonted.

The tulips are removed from the gar-
duen after they bloom, generally in lote
May, then Carl Krueger of Bloomfietd
Hills and his crew get husy planting
annunls, He and Ralph Lee, another
valunteer, submit their idens for the
garden to n Cronbrook garden commit-
}cﬁ, then the plants are ordered in the
all.

Variety
No yellows, oranges or reds are wsed;

rather pink, white, purple and blue
! t the perennial horder col-
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“Nuw for this year is Strada salvia, 0
hi-color l)lunl of tho yeur, which forma 8
shban through the pasion to sunnraln
the various kinds of other annuale,”
Krueguor said. .

Extra phants aro tacked in helding
gnedon to fill in and repluee damaged
plunts during the season. Pwelve (o {6
people hulp plant the 3,058 annuals in
the spring and then thost heds nre
sunintained by the twe awen. Ench of the
four 00-feet-long und f- 172 -fent-wide
beds will add o colorful aecent to this
Sunken Guredun.

The vntire garden is enclosed by
walls and blooms mainly in soft colury
wuch s pinks, blues, whites and pome
yellow. AL the East area, which in shady,
tiostas have heen plonted, ond olong
the West wall Pearly Everlasting,
Anapholis margaritacens bluans pearly
while from early August to October.
Climbing hydrangeas bave been grow-
ing on the walln "fur ut lenat 40 Lo B0
years,” soid Jnne MeKee of Birming-
ham.

“Phero iu a special one-of-a-kind
Japanese strain that blooms while in
enrly June that is just o gem.”

McKee has been chairmon of these
horder gardens since 1981, and a Cran-
brook member since 1979,

“There was so much work to do down
there Gin the Sunken Garden) thot we
just stayed there”

The side hed on the South wall is 120
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feet by 12 feet, and tho Narth wall, 120
feot by eight or 10 feat. Bhruby such au
feagrnant Vihurnum, Carlesii and
peanies that have been in the gardun
since tho Bootha lived in the home
anchor the garden. Flowoering in this
garden beging in May and has been
lesigned for tinl bloom t} gl
aut the season. In early spring Snow in
Summor, Cerastium tomentosum
blooms along with Purple Rock Cress
antt Rock Rose, o very pale erange.

Snlmon, white and hot erangy Orica-
ta) Poppics bloom here also, as do
Candy Tuft, Phlox, Alma Potschke o hat
pink “wonderful fall aster” o Inrge mix-
ture of perennial Tris, white Japanese
Anemane and toward the end of sum-
mer, Globe Thistle.

Dricanure ang 39 Plus, 13-13-13,
which supplics extra sulphur, sre
thrown on top of the soil ench yuar to
amund it.

A crew of four to five stalwart gor-
deners helps maintain this gorden,
weeding, deadbeading, ete.

“It's not enough,” McKee said.

The Gardens are open to the gencral
public May 1 to Oct. 31. Admission is $3
general, $2 seniors and students. Sen-
son passes are available. Guided Gar-
den tours are 1:30 p.m. Sundayy, June 2
through Sept. 29, for an additional fue.
For information about the sule, Gunlen
haurs or Cronbrook membership, call
{810) 646-3148.

garden with the colors of Spring?

ns presents the freshest spring flowers for your yard.
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