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\

State Rep. Richard A. Young,
Democrat of Dearborn Heights,
deserves another term in the
legislature. He gets our nod over
Republican challenger James T.
Brady, also of Dearborn Heights.

The 33rd District currently rep-
resented by Young includes the
southeast corner of Livonia and
the portion of Westland between
Inkster, Farmington, Warren and
Joy Roads. N

Young has shown himself par-
ticularly sensitive to the prob-
lems of school districts within

33rd. Young For Schools

his area. He is concerned about
the pressing problems of low-
valuation districts and their posi-
tion in the overall state program
of aid to education.

Young's experience and grow-
ing legislative skill make him
more than a match for Brady,
whose school board record indi-
cates a consistent concern for
education in his own right.

Young has fought for a better
break for suburban schools, and
he should have another term to
continue his battle.

34th: Bennett, On Balance

Incumbent John Bennett (D-
Redford Township) faces a sharp
challenge this year in the 34th
State Representative District
from Ron Rice (R-Redford Town-
ship).

Seeking his third term in Lan-
sing, Bennett has compiled a
good record of service to his dis-
trict, coupled with some genuine-
ly important contributions to
Michigan's laws.

Particularly worthwhile has
been His trail-blazing work on
behalf of the state’s new implied
consent law, by which breath-
“alyzer tests on suspected drunk
J1-drivers were legalized. Police
J’sources report it has helped re-
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sWhen Louis E. Schmidt (R-
Avonia) defeated incumbent
ate Rep. Marvin R. Stempien
-Livonia) in the GOP land-
‘slide in 1966, a lot of ‘people look-
sed forward to the kfnd of thought-
;ful and balanced job that won
Schmidt good marks while he
ilvas Clarenceville Superintendent

Ef Schools.

Now, in 1968, anticipation has
jrned into disappointment.

After two years, it's hard to
dge Schmidt's performance for
e 35th District (covering Liv-
ia and Northville) as anything
ore than lackluster. Based on
1965-66 record for which he
s judged the outstanding fresh-
representative by the Lan-

E."S tate Rep. James Tierney,
T¥lemocrat of Garden City, should
? re-elected to a third term.
s Tierney, whose 36th House Dis-
Sict inciudes all of Garden City,
ymouth, Plymouth Township,
nton Townsiip, and the West-
d area north of Cherry Hill
d west of Farmington Road, is
stubborn man with a lot of per-
nal courage. .
xYou may not agree with his
yote against the state open hous-
Mg bill or his posture on tax re-
éarm, but at least you know he
s a position. -

In the 64th District which
cludes Farmington, incumbent
Bepublican Raymond Baker gets
gir nod.-

We aren't happy with Baker's
rformance during his eight
fears in the State House and are
en less content with his cam-
ign platform of ‘‘re-elect me
$cause I have eight years ex-
rience.”

But the alternative, in the pef-

W cven less appealing.

¢This is the second time out for
M¥aruch, as he faced Baker in
66. His campaign is nil.

3

move from the roads some 1,000
drunk drivers per month since its
passage, and Bennett deserves a
lot of credit for his work.

Rice'has run an energetic cam-
paign. We concur with his posi-
tions supporting the Boundary
Commission bill and the state
Open Occupancy law, although
his plan to change the tax system
to support education seems poor-
ly thought through. His primary
attack on Bennett—fiscal irre-
sponsibility—sounds more like
repetition of the party line than
a carefully conceived position.

On balance we favor two terms
of experience and service, and
endorse Bennett for another
term,

35th: Stempien A Mover

sing press corps, Stempien mer-
its another two years in the state
capital.

Schmidt is a gentleman of the
first order, but he has failed to
project himself as a legislator to
his district. Although busy behind
the scenes, his record doesn’t
reflect the kind of imagination or
initiative that Stempien's did.

Stempien was largely respon-
sible for a whole batch of good
+bills while in Lansing, ranging
from consumer legislation to reg:
ulations for motorcyclists to re-
duction of the size of the clumsy
Wayne County Board of Super-
visors.

Stempien deserves a new term
in Lansing to build on an old but
outstanding record.

36th: Tierney Courageous |

Tierney has worked hard to
serve his constituents.

His Republican opponent, Har-
old Bergquist of Garden City, is
alarmingly uninformed about the_
issues and unsure about what he
would do if elected. His emphasis
on ‘“law and order' entirely ig-
nores the causes of crime; his
understanding of state finances
is shaky.

Although we have disagree-
ments with Tierney's positions on
some issues, we feel that on the
whole he is worthy of another
term in Lansing. .

64th: Baker Diligent

We think that Baker has been
a diligent, if uninspiring, state
representative. He has spent
many hours of hard work as a
member of the Conservation and
Recreation Committee.

Baker's main purpose seems to
have been to avoid controversy.

He caved in to pressure and
voted against the open ogcupancy
bill, but never had much to say
about the measure publicly.

However, he still makes the
effort to come to Farmington to

ask for votes. He has our support. -

simply because he is the better
of the two.
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19th: Frink Is Humane, Imagiaz.jv.e

Incumbent 19th District Con-
gressman Jack MecDonald (R-
Redford Township) will probably
be re-elected to another term
next Tuesday. It's a Republi

fit this district, which includes
Livonia, Redford Township and
the Farmington community. Our
endorsement goes to Frink; pri-
marily b of his h

year, and challenger Gary R.
Frink (D-Pontiac) has had big
money and organizational prob-
lems with his campaign.

Despite this, we do not think
McDonald's election would bene-

and imaginative grasp of the real
problems of our society, backed
up by a top-rate education and
good governmental background
in. Washington.

McDonald’s votes in Washing-
ton were quite conservative in
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‘Proposal

No. 5

Needs More Work

PROPOSAL NO. 5: Proposed smend-
ment to permit the election of members
of the Legislature during their term of
office to another state office.

Sec. 9 of Articie IV of the State *
Constitution now prohibits the esection -

as well as the appointment of members

of the Legisiature during their term of
office to another state office.

Shall this section be amended to

permit their eiection to another office?
Yes () No (x)

This is not a bad proposal, but
it’s an incomplete one and needs
some improvement.

The problem it seeks to solve °

is this: Nearly every public of-
ficial in Michigan can seek high-
er office during his existing term.
The exceptions are our senators
and representatives in the Legis-
lature.

The Michigan Constitution pre-~
vents ‘legislators from running
for or accepting appeintment to
another state office during the
term for which they were elected.
Senators’ terms are four years,

' representatives’ two years. Even
a legislator who resigned couldn't
accept another post until his term
had expired.

Proposal No. 4 would repeal
that constitutional prohibition
and give legislators the same
right to improve their political
lots in life that most other public
officials have. .

*
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Nothing—except that there’s no
provision for replacing the legis-
lator short of an expensiv.
bothersome specia

If a governor were to be elected
president, there would autornati-
cally be a lieutenant governor to
take his place. If the secretary of
state should die or quit, the gov-
ernor could appoint his succes-
sor. If a member of your school
board or city council leaves, the
remaining members can usual-
ly appoint a successor. It's ‘gen-
erally quick and easy.

Michigan voters are already
bothered with a bewildering var-
iety of federal, state,: municipal,
school district, college district,
village, millage and other elec-
tions each year. We shouldn’t
have to have two more special
elections—a primary and a final
—to fill the vacancies of state-
legislators who run for higher
office.

The desire for this propolsed
amendment arose when a state
senator wanted to run for a cir-
cuit judge in Saginaw County,
Proposal No. 5 smacks of special
purpose legislation—a benefit to
lawyer-legislators who want to
run for the increasing number of
circuit and probate judgeships
that are being created.

.

PROPOSAL NO. 5 would have
been more palatable if it had also
provided for a fast, easy way to
fill legislative -vacancies.

* There are many ways it could
be done.
make an appointment, as he did
with Constitutional Convention
vacancies; the Legislature itself
could appoint someone, as-school
boards do; or perhaps: the gove

- ernor could pick someone from a -

list of three persons propased by
the district’s predominant. pdlit-
ical party. - [N

‘Proposal No. 5 is only I‘a'half-

way measure. It ‘should be-de-
feated Nov. 5 and a more thor~
ough solution-offered in. 1970,

: bserver New: ]

The car on the'expressway had

a Wallace for President sign

.. completely - blocking the dfiver's
rear vision. Is this typical of ‘the

short-sighted view of the Wallace - .

supporters?

e governor ‘ could

_the first session of the 89th Con-
gress (against the rat control
bill, amazingly, and against
funds for policemen to get uni-
versity training) and much more
liberal in the second session (for
open housing, model cities aid,
and rent supplements).

In response to Frink's attacks
on his inability to get things done
for his district, McDonald claims
that during his term, the 19th

. District receivéd the second larg-
est amount of federal funds ever.
However, he can't clearly distin-
guish what percentage is owing'
to the spade work of former Con-
gressman Billie Farnum.. .

Frink has a clear grasp of the
need to get the war in Vietnam
over and start tackling our real
social needs. We think he ought
to have a chance to put his ideas
into practice in Congress.

- 2nd: Vivian Precise

Second District Congressman
Marvin Esch (R-Ann Arbor) has
been a pretty good Congressman.
Former Congressman Weston E:
Vivian (D-Ann Arbor) was a bet-
ter Congressman.

We endorse Vivian. "

Esch has talked and . sofie-
times 'voted in a progressive
manner: For open housing; for
air and water pollution control;
for vocational education,

However, he voted against ih-
creased funds for the -Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education
Act and against the Mode] Cities
Bill (until he found out that Ann
Arbor was scheduled to get some
of the money.)

Behind all the nice-sounding

15th: Ford

Congressman William Ford, a
Detnocrat seeking his third term
from the 15th District, should be
returned to Washington.

The Taylor lawyer, whose dis-
trict includes Garden City and
Westland, is opposed by Repub-
lican John F. Boyle of Westland
in Tuesday's election.

Ford deserves a third term on
the basis of his fine legislative -
record in the field of education
cand good service to the 15'com- .
munities in his district.

He was important in the pas-
sage of the monumental 1965 Ele-
mentary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act, and in designing the
1968 Vocational Education
Amendments which for the first
time seem to offer a national
solution to the pressing and im-
portant problem ignal
i youth.

talk, we feel that at heart Esch’s
positions are fuzzy and diffuse.
Vivian is quite different. Dur-
\ing the campaign, he prepared a
set of impreésssive position
papers taking definite and pre-
cise stands on key issues.
During his term in Congress,
he was well known for clear and
imaginiative thinking: It was his
idea which reformed tax incen-
tives for industries making anti-
air and water pollution invest-
ments. He tried to shift some
wasted funds out of the space
program and into pure research.
He was.one of the best Congress-
men in Washington. -
Vivian deserves another chance
to represent the 2nd District in
Congress. .

,Too Good

FORD'S RECORD has been
characterized by developing mas-
tery of the legislative methods of
Congress and his ability to work
hard for his district. He obtained
a $43,000 rebate for Garden City
after a two-year hassle on an
urban renewal program techni-
cality, and he seems to be on the
verge of success in_getting the
Postmaster General to establish
a separate post office for West~
land. .

His opponent has run an un-
“expectedly’ hard and interesting

campaign. Boyle is bright, per-
sonable and articulate; he ‘has
not hésitated to attack Ford on
varjous issues, although some-
times in.a.somewhat uninformed
way.

He has not convinced us that
Ford and his good record should
be dumped by the voters of the
15th District.

R

SENSE “N’ -
A Garden City political candi-
date revealed some interesting
history on.the affect of the AFL~
CIQO's Committee on Political Ed-
ucation endorsements on mayor-
alty candidates.

COPE recently endorsed May-
or Timothy Murphy for a second-
two-yeat term, .

A city council candidate point-
ed out that in the past three elec-
tions, the mayor candidate with
the COPE endorsement was de-
feated.
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The one thing that is more
humorous than a motion .picture

title is two unrelated titles on the
,same - margquee.

Editorials

0" §
. Twolgood examples are now on.
display at a Westland theater
which "houses threg¢ separate
viewing audiences. -

The double-feature-at one of
the shows'is “The Late Bliss of
Mrs. Blossom,” followed by
“Wait Until Dark.”

The best titles, however, are
the side-by-side titles “The Odd
Couple,” and '‘Rachel, Rachel.”

* o *x

Very few American soldiers
are ever assigned ‘‘overseas.”
Many are assigned ‘‘oversea,”
but few have to cross two oceans
to reach their new post. The arm-
ed services and press very sel-
dom refer to the singular when
referring to a’ soldier, sailor or
Marine going to Vietnam, and in-
sist on_ talking of ‘‘overseas
duty.” If a GI assigned to Eng-
land got orders for Vietnam, he
conceivably could cross the At-
lantic to-the States for leave be-

- ‘fore crossing the Pacific for Viet-
nam. In this case, hé would have
been ‘giveh an overseas assign-

© ment, - '
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