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Ford creates a
higher standard
for small cars
with 1997
Escort, Tracer

By Anne Fracassa
Avanti NewaFeatures

PINE MOUNTAIN, Ga. — Now
heee's o novel idea: Redesign w ear,
inside nnd out, put o new engine
in it, beef up the suspension so it
feels mueh more comfvriable,
muke it wider and longer, incrense
the interior room for paskenger
comfrt und price it lower than its
predecesior.

That's what [suid, Put all thut
resenrch and devetapment und
¢ffurt into u brand new Ford
Esvort and Mercury Tracer and
then price it ahout $500 lower
than the 1996 nodels being sold
torday.

That's exaetly what Ferd Motor
Co. is doing for ity 1097 models.
The 1997 Fard Escort will be sald
au o base price of $11,430 (3600
tess) nod the Tracer models will
wtart at $11,560 (3610 lesw) when
they hit the dealer showroonis on
Muy 23,

What's important here is that
these aren't just reskinned entry-
lovel vebiclen. This is u tataily
redesigned and re-engineered car.
A car that in the pust hay enp-

@bserver & Eccentric

4

tured almoat 20 f\urcuﬂt of the

ROAD
TEST
By
Anne
Fracassa

aulen in ity clngs.

And munt impeesaive is that it
pravides o suporior ride. This is o
guspension package that you
would parmally find on a mid-
wized sedan, This has a rido botter
than Contour and Mystique; n ride
just ua nice a# what's on the
Funrus and Sable.

Alittle bit of history ia in order:
The original plan was ta develop
this new car in o partnership with
Mazdn, with Ford doing the
atyling, quality control and mamnu-

fucturing and Muzda taking cxre
of thy implemuntation aud testing.
That iden was suon serapped when
Ford stnrted to liston to its cuse
tomers, who wanted  lower price
on the enr but an increase in
equipment, pawor nad comfart.

Whit's happened hero is thit
Ford hus set o new standurd for
smafl carn. Boh Kivssel, Ford's
chief project engineer fur the 1997
Escart and Tracer, snid the team
even enme in under budges. Thut's
unheard of.

But thu bottom line is that the
cuntamur benefits. And that's ail
that matters 1o people like you
and me.

The details soem miner, hut
make al! the difference in the
warld, Staff like bettor corrosion
protectinn, n substantial decrensy
in noise, vibration nnd harshaess,
torsional rigidity and a water
management system that makes
the rain hitting the windshield
travel up te the roof line, ruther
thun to the sides and inside the
car,

The pewertyain progriau team
had o towgh jub o do, but suceeed-
ed in giving the Facort and Tracer
u porformance foel, botter shilt
quality and quicter idle quality. 1t
alkn pumped up the horauvpower
and improved tho smonthness of
the sulomatic trunamission.
Everything the pregram team
sought out 1o do was accom-
plished,

Traversing the winding hills of
rurd Georgin praved effortless for
hath the Exeort nnd Tracer. The
automutic trnasmission in the
cars performed flawlessly, never
hunting for a gene on even the
atoepeat hills, Pasging porfor-
mancs was (quite improssive og
well.

The Escort and Tracer are pow-
ared by a 2.0-liter 4-cylinder
engrine that's called Split Port
Induction (811} 2000, This new
engine delivers 110 harsepawer, 1
26 porcent improvement over the
1 f-liter engine # raplacos.

Bul that's not oll, There's better
fuel cennomy and o 16 pereent

increaso in torque. The ongine hus
the revability of a 4-valve und the
low-und feel of a 2-valve.

Tho styling of the now Escort
and Teacer iy a vadical departure
fram tho oxisting models. There
used to bo o famillal look to the
Bacort nnd Tracer all these years,
Now that's gono.

Ford didu’t just update the
styling here. 1's refined, hus o
more distinct appoaranco, softer
lines and o stoeply raked wind:
shield, The hendlights have clear
wutor lenses and the bumpors, side
maklings nnd duer hundles wre all
color keyud, giving the cars a
smurter, cleaner ook,

Ford ulso increased the size of
the Escort by muking it 4 inches
longer, What that teansltes into
is more front headroom and
legroom. With the 4-doar madel
(which is the only model availoble
unti! later in the mudol year),
you'll find it cosier to get in and
out of und the rear seat room isn't
shabby.

Instrumentation has besn
upgrndod significnntly.
Unfortunately, the tnchameter is
gone unless you apt for the LE
trim luvol. And the audio and ¢li-
mute cantral aro together in the
integrated cantrol paned QCP) —

which i also on the Tourus und ‘

Sable. Thore's o lurger diaplay, hig-
per buttans and o dedicuted chek
o tha 1P

The Escart and Prucer alao
have manun! belts. Thank hewv-
enu, Those matorized numburs
ware o pain in the you know what,
Tho belts are even height-
ardjusetubly in front,

Anather feature usuully only
vailuble an higher-priced modols
in o key (b hnl with apesn the dri-
vor's doar and tailgate, And it cven
haw o panic butten.  Antidock

(*)(o)

brakes are availuble on all mod
ols. Abso uvailable is an integra
cd child cur seat, Therv's o ba
tory suver, dunl airbags, child-
proof door looks, reac-set heat |
ducts and balt-through whuol cov-
ors us well. :

Ono thing is gone — tho bog-
price structuro. Romembde?®
Escort and Tracer were onv prioss
for all models, Ford's climinated’:
the 3-door nadd 5-door models and -
has returned to u traditional form ;
of pricing, There are two modols;
now: The coupe and sedua. H

Lator thia year, yow'll soe ag
wigon model. Thut was another?
disnppointmont. The rear of the
wugon loaks exactly like the-
madel it “roplacea.” Everything
elie hos chunged — the interior,
tha frant, the engine ... every-.
thing. it just has the sume tired-
looking rent end. Can't huve
sverything, | guess. .

That aaid, remember whoen
you'rs lonking ut them that the
1997 Escart and Tracer are quali-
ty vehicles that have true vidue.
Both nre smart choices for
informed! buyurs,

1087 Ford Escort
and Morcury Tracer

Vehiclo class:
Sl pussenger cars
. Englne: X
2.(kliter seqential electronic
part injection 4-cylinder.
. Miluu{;p:
26 city / 37 highway.
Where Buili:
Wayne, Mich., and
Mermaosilla, Mexica
HBase prices
S11,430.
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