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Legislators try to keep public records affordable

BY TIM RICHARD
BTAFF WRITER

The State Chambor of Com.
merce Joined the Michigan Press
Association to rescue the Free-
dom of Information Act from
high feos sought by county gov-
ernments.

"Many state agenciea aro

ing u !

tion of Countioa into two:

*Houao Blll 5832 - *Enhanced
access,” a separate bill allowing
counties to recover costs of pro-
viding land and court records to
such business customers ns
developers and enginocra. Oak-
land County is in the forefront of
E‘h(l. movement, l?.urrnd by the

of infor-
technol

Ameritoch, the teloph com-

Studley asked the panel to
require an annual review of
cosjs because "we expect the cost
to decline. We are seeing dra-
matic changes in technology.”

Dawn Phillips, Bloomficld
Hills attorney y.houll goneral

Maork Grebner, an East Lans-
ing attornoy and politica! consul-
tant, agreed with the intent of
the FOIA amendment: "The cur-
rent FOIA is silent on recovering
costs for tying up exponsive
equipment. Wa have created an

i i ion where a

counnel for the
A it and many
newspapers, asked for even nar-

mation with
gy," said Richard Studley, senior
vico preaident of the chambar
and a Grand Ledge councilman,

pany, hopes to be the contracted
vendor,

+House Bill 57268, minor

d to tho Freedom of

“hut local gov: is moving
ir} tho opposito direction - limit-
ed access.

“In o few yoars, we could end
up with two classes of citizona:
one, with reaources, would have

Information Act.

As originally drafted by the
Michigan Association of Coun-
ties, the bill would have given
government copyrights over his-

accesa to Infe ; the other,
with limited resources, would
have little access,” Studloy told
the Houso Local Government
Committeo May 9 in Lansing.

“Wo stand four-square with
Studley," edded Bruce McIntyre,
representing the Michigan Press
Aseociation and chairman of
Great Lakea Medla,

Rep. Robert Brackenridge, R-
St. Josoph, toak the advice by
splitting up a crippling bill
sought by the Michigan Aasocia-

Iy public records and nar-
rowed the definition of what
coutd be eald to the public. Crit-
{cs like Studley and Mclntyre
said {¢ amaunted to a “revenue
enhancoment” bill, burdening
bath busineaa and individuals.

On tho “enhanced access" bill,
Studley asked the panel to nar-
row the definition of cost recav-
ery to eliminate henting, over-
head and maintenance - juat
alow government to recover tho
coat of computer hardware and
software.

row af costa that govs
ernment could charge. Her
examples:

¢ FOIA nllows government to
maoke a search chargoe equal to
the wage of the lowest-pald cloti-
cal employee. House Bill 5728
allows a charge for the loweat-
paid employee “capable of com-
plying with a request" for infor-
matton. That, she snid, would
allow government to charge
attorney's feon.

* HB 5728 allowa government
to charge rental foea of $25 ta
$100 an hour for public use of.
computors.

“I'm troubled at the $100 an
‘hour fee," Phillipu said, “It's one
thing if I bill {t to my clients,
another if 1 write a porsonal
check. The cost of receiving
information has been rising.
We're getting bills of $50 to $76
under the present act."

public body disguises its fees.”

Brackenridge didn‘t take a
committes vote but assigned
ataff to work with the groups on
furthor amendments. Bracken-
ridge said the pancl has three
goats:

eTo give authority for
enhanced acceas to records.

*Provent enhanced nccess
from Inhibiting the Freedom of
Information Act. “We did not
want loenl unita of government
to use onhanced access to black
FOIA”

«Widen the availability of pub-
lic infarmation. "We agree it
should be at a reasonable cost,

Drivers from 8A -

BY TIM RICHARD
BTAFF WRITER

The state House of Repre-
sentatives slammed the door
on o Senate plan to use state
school aid in private driving
uchoals.

*I wanted a clear vote on the
voucher plan,” said Rep. Max-
ine Berman, D-Southfield. She
feared the Senate plan would
open further the door to using
state aid for private schools ~
currently prohibited by the
Michigan Constitution but
sought by religious groups.

The Houre voted 76-28 to
strip the driver training bill of
most Senate amendments.

House Bill 4783, sponsored
by Rep. Dnn Guatafson, R-
Williamaton, would toughen
teen driving requirementa by
setting up a threo-tier aystom
of training and road expori-

Becauso House and Senate,
versions diffor a0 greatly, the,
bill goes to a joint House-Sen:
ate conforance committee,
whore Gustafson {s expected to
hang tough againat Senate |;
amendments.

Here {8 how area represon-
tatives voted May 7 on remov-
ing the Senato amendment to
1ot students have $100 vouch-
ors to use in private schools
instoad of public school driv.
or's od:

Yes — Berman, Shirloy John-
son, R-Royal Oak, David:
Gubow, D-Huntington Woods.

No - Willis Bullard, R-Mil-
ford, Penny Crissman,
Rochester, Jan Dolan,
Farmington Hills, John Jami;
an, R-Bloomficld Townshim
Grog Kaza, R-Rochester Hills,
Fom Middleton, R-Ortonvilla.

Debate was brief aa the
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but not a revenue vehicle for
local government,” he said.

enco. Houso took up the question 3F
—
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