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wiggly
squiggly:
Fifty par-
ents volun-
teered their
time for the
three-day
campout.
Amber Paris
is "grossed
out” by
dad's (Ed)
volunteering
to place a
wormon a
hook.

Principal’s nature is teaching outdoors

B LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

The naturo of being a principal
calls for dealing with children,
but to see children take in
nature is bliss for a hendmaster.

Al Lanigan has seen the won-
derment in children's cyes,
catching their firat fish or secing
an owl.

Every year, Lanigan takes a
group of fourth gradera o Proud
Lake Recrcation Center in
Wixom. The Iatest overnight
cxcursion took place May 8-10.

Rain dampened the festivitics,
but perhaps not as much aa

Chat and
chow: Lark-
shire princi-
pal Al Lani-
gan takes a
minute from
his meal
with his
kids to talk
witha
youngster.

Up In arms:

Tree time:
A huge tree
in the mid-
dle of a pla;
area serve.
as a rest
apot.

Rachel Hilverding pose for the camera.

knowing this was the last trip
Jed by the principal who is retir-

ing.

=I'N) misa this « lot,” said Lani-
gan, 64, wearing a bascball cap
and n rain jacket.

Lanigan, as alwaya, taught
children how to fish. A steady
downpour the first doy curtailed
the aongling leasons. Childron
waltched a BBC-TV production
on reptiles instead.

Children examined plant life,

fed for birds and identified

“They're enjoying it so much,
they don’t realize they are learn-
ing,” Larkshiro teacher Arlene
Scheiber said. “It's experiencing
what they are learning. They can
feel it, touch it.

And when coming in contact
with skunk cabbage, smell it.

The outdoor education pro-
gram has grown into 8 family
affair.

Many parents attended as
children. It’s not uncommon for
womo mothers and fathers to still

wildflowers and trees. For some
Kkids, it's the firat time away from
home.

have rock collections contained
in egg cartons from their trips as
children, Scheiber aaid.
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[}
Lanigan
from page 1A

Inatend, Lanigan built a com-
munity s well as a schoal. For
some students, Larkshire
became more than a place to
learn how to read, write and do
arithmetic.

When some students started ’

complaining of atomach aches,
Lanigan and hia ataff asked
them il they ato breakfast. Mary
didn't.

So Lanigan and stafl bought
cereal, milk and fruit and start-
¢d o breakfast club, Tho break-
fast program continues to proa-
per 20 years iater.

If o student didn’t have ade-
quate clothing, Lanigan and his
ataff thought nothing of taking
them shopping. Along with chatk
and a bluckboard, teachers used
hairbrushes and comba to teach
children abaut hygiene.

Those tnsks came with the
studont populatian. Larkshire
was deaignated as a Chapter
One achool, meaning 25-percent
of the kids came from low-
income homea.

“If you jurt Jealt with educa-
tion ... That wouldn't fly at all”
Lanigan said.

Academically, Larkahiro stu-
denta haven't fared badly either.

Larkshire was the firat ele-
mentary achool in the Farming-
ton diatrict - and socond
statowide - to receive North Cen-
tral Accreditation. Tho school
was one of the first in Farming-
ton to ombark on a school
improvement procons - well
baoforo it became & districtwide
edict, another elementary prinei-
pal noted,

Under Lanigan, a math acade-
my was started last summer.

Subsequontly, 93.1 percont of
Larkshire fourth graders scored
natisfactory on the math portion
of the Michigan Educational
Azacssmont Program test - soc-
ond to only Highmeadow Com-
mon Campus’ 97.4 percent.

Former Larkshire students
who are now in high school vol-
unteer to go along as counselors.
Retired teachers present topics.

Food servers Sheila and Eric
Pulfer have been regulars at the
outdoor education program for
more than 20 years. This may be
their lnat year, toa.

The question remains whether
the program will continue afler
Lanigan retires.

“He’s been holding it all
together,” Scheiber said. “The
peeple will come out beeause he
ia the one asking them.”

He ain't heavy: Danny Babcock rides piggy-back on
Kevin Barbieri during a free time.

Pole takers: Farmington
High juniors Andrea
Lankin, left, and Cynthia
Giannamore help Scott
Janowicz bring in his
fishing line.

women's and 1
che bella! shoes

CLEARANCE

Always keeping you right in step. We've pared
prices in our Shoe Salon and CHE BELLAI shoes.
Today's styles and colors are at greatly reduced
So hurry in while selactions

prices right now.

are at their best.

Jacobson's

336 W. MAPLE RD. * BIRMINGHAM
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, ANO SATURDAY. 0:30 AM TO 6 PM
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, 8:30 AM TO @ PM., SUNDAY, NOON TO & PM.
PHONE: 844.6000 » FAX: 8645-8007




