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INTERIOR MOTIVES e

The library or baok
room bocomes your
very special personal
apace. Anyone who
loves to read wants to
house their collection
of books in a room in
which they can relnx.

Obviously the scat-
ing picces must be
excoptionally comfort-
able. Situating the
scating in the center of
the room instcad of around the perime-
ter nllows ensier ncecss to the books.
Usable, not just decorative, side tables
are cssential. A bow! of fruit, candy or
nutmeats should be nearby. Juxtaposi-
tion of groat reading light is helpful.
Accordingly -- your private library.

I cannot possibly describe the
warmth and personality that ecmanates
from shelves of books. They needn't be
in costly bookcases; mere open shelves
are sufficient, Gilding a lily sometimes
helps, but isn't always recommended.
The bindings th 1 their
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oa their own, Other periodicals must
lie flat.

Underplay the upholstery colors. The
books themselves are sufTiciently color-
ful. Custom-made lamp shades of book-
binders paper nre charming. One word
of caution: This paper isn't translucent
and does cut down on the amount of
light. Don't use more than two, perhaps
on a pair of brass candlestick lamps.
The rost of the shades should be of
sheer natural linen.

Speaking of brass, usc a lot of it! It is
vibrant, and there are mony acces-
sories availnble. A singular choice in a
twisted column floor lamp with a three-
way 50/200/250 bulb, There are tobaceo
baxes, bowls, paperweights and even a
brass trivet/table. I wouldn't be true to
myaself if I didn't tell you antiques out-
clasa reproductions, However, new ones
are better thon none. Use some vinegar
to remove the too-new look.,

All of tha foregoing are quite tradi-
tional in character. You readers who
are coptemporary minded need to

own charisma.

1f you plan to build in shelves I love
to ace tho top shelf continue across the
top of doorways, around the perimeter
of the entire room. Thia createa signifi-
cant alcoves for the doors. You can
embellish the book room look with all
manner of moldings. Build up a strong
crown molding and add *egg and dart”
or “dentile”™ available at lumber yards
by the foot and very tasteful.

You are frec to sclect your preferred
finish, from woods much aa light pine,
walnut, mahogany or ebony. You can
also paint any suitable color, Dirty
mustard yeollow, barnyard red or old
blue are a subtle apectrum. I like to
have the painter rub n “glaze” over any
of the precoding. It adds another
dimenasion to brush “flyspecka® over all.
Having said all of the above, you have
created a library. :

1f you profer to buy prefinished book-

tr whatever I have discuased in
the space above into a modern mode.
The calors won't be nearly so muted,
Lighting is best if supplied by recessed
ceiling lights {called hi-hats in the
trade) and the use of table and floor
lamps.

An eminent architect I know divides
his bookshelves into equal size box
aquares, and paints them white,
oftimes edged with stained wood. The
library suddenly has o very contempo-
rary look. If there is a fireplace it must
be extremely simple, the hallmark of
modern. The surround should just be
straight slabs of granite or marble with
no ornamentation.

Acconsories in this venue will be
sparse. There can still be antiques
mixed with 20th century creations.
Undoubtedly the tables will be fash-
ioncd of glass, marble or very simple
wood designs, Art work for either envi-
t must be carefully chosen --

casea and place them against the walla
you can do thess in multiples if space in
available, or as a single if limits are
set. 1 needn't tell you how to arrange
the books, but If you discuss this with a
librarian he or sho will give you
remarkable advice -- there is a better
way. B

Make room for periodicals. Many peo-
ple own back issues of National Geo-
graphic in their traditional yellow cov-
cre, Quite an addition, Theae can stand

;,wen tho picture frames become impor-
tant. Add a piece of sculpture for fur-
ther impact.

Naomi Stone Levy, a Franklin resi-
dent, i3 an interior designer and a for-
mer gecretary of the American Society of
Interior Designers. You can leave her a
message by dioling (313) 953-2047 on a
touch-tone phone, then her mailbox
number, 1897. Her fax number is (310}
644-1314.

Cemetery, tree tour set Tuesday

The Detroit Garden Center offers an
Elmwood Cemetery Historical and Tree
dentification Tour 6-8 p.m. Tuesday,
May 21,

Aa one of Detroit's aldest cometeries,

Elmwood haa preserved more than 80
treo species.

Tour cost is $8. Call the Detroit Gar-
den Center at (313) 269-8363 to reserve
a space or for more information.

Fresh new ideas.are
blossoming at Sterling
fFurniture, where
beautiful rooms begin.
New additions in the
country tradition,
southwest savvy, classy
contemporary. Rich
fabrics, finest wood
finishes and

trendsetting silhouettes.
At savings that will
grow on you!

SAVE 30% to 70% Storewide
Clayton Marcus $0fas . 35.. 60%

Sale 799"

42" Solid Oak
Table with Four
Bow-back Chairs

Was 1150
Now *669”

Sale
erac

\‘—.-‘
'42 x 60" Table with
Two 18" Leaves And
4 Super Size
Windsor Chalirs
Was $1860

Now ‘999*

DON'T COMPROMISE
...CUSTOMIZE!

A Get the Entertainment Center
of Your Dreams
. Mode to the size you need and save
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