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Judy Tenuta, “Queen of
Comedy” performs at

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

as agent Ethan Hunt in
the adventure thriller

playing at the new

Uptown Birmingham
Theatre and other metro
Detroit movie theaters.

Mainstreet Camedy Showcase,
Ann Arbor, (313) 996-9080.

Rochelle Rosenthal (left) and
Cheryl Williams star in
“Social Security,” presented

by Jewish Ensemble Theatre,
(810} 788-2900 or (810) 645-
6666.

Rochester
Municipal
| Park hosts
the 19th
annual
Heritage
Festival.
Historical
re-cnact-

show, (810)
656-4663. 23, 1927, the
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UPTOWN
BIRMINGHAM
MAKES MISSION
POSSIEBLE

oarly 19608 when it cloaed its doors
. for 18 years. In 1976, ronovations
Had it been a thoater production, bogan and

the new Uptown

recoption on Monday.

the theater will be
the first-time attrac-
tion, but the luxury,
and tho way they'’re
troated will bring
people back. if a
movie is aold-out
you can walk to a
restaurant, and then
come back for a later
show.”

“This is reelly
classy,” added his
wife Jane. “We've
lived in Birmingham
for 35 yenrs, aad
remember when it
used to be o movie
theater.”

Opened on Nov.

would have gutten a standing ovation
from thaoe ottending an opening

“I think it's going to be a hot ticket!™
aaid D. Larry Sherman, past chair-
man of the Birmingham Principal
Shopping District. “People love to be
in Birmingham. The uniquoness of

catro  Or

UPTOWN BIRMIKGHAM THEATRE

Where: 211 S. Woodward, (Just
south of Mopis Road), downtown
Birmingham. Entrances on
Woodward Ave. and Peabody
Stroet, For Informatlen, cail (810)
B844-FILM.
Tickots: Adults $8.50 and $4.25
for ol matineos. Seniors and chil-
dron under 12, $4.25.
Parking: Plerce Streot slructure,
Peubody Streot structure, connect-
&d to the theoter by a courtyord
entrance.
Now SHOwING

* “Twicter”
Mission: Impossibie”
« “Summer in the Hemptons®
» "li Postino® (“Tha Postman®}

OPENING FRIDAY.

Theatre continued
to play first-run
films through the

o “Flippar”
« *Spy Harg®

jon signed a leaso in 1978
to produce and present professional
stage playa and musicals.

On Nov. 20,
opened with *The Gin Game,” and
continued presenting shows until the
last production, “The Best Little
Wherohouse in Texas,” on June 12,
1994. A July 30, 1994, Birmingham

_|

the Nederlander

1979 tho theater

Jazzfest concert was
the last performnnce
at the theater, which
romained vacant
until Auguat 1995
when it was
acquired by the
Uptown Theatro
Group, LLC.

“It was down to
the last minute. I
was cleaning floors
about an hour before
wo opeted, and ran
home to teke a
showor,” said Carole
Tlitch Trepeck vne of
the three venturo
partners, and tho
daughter of Mike
1litch who reatored
tho Fox Theatre.

She and her *part-

fr
HIAZY PHHOTON Y JERRY ZOLTNTEY

Grand Marquee: Guests check out the newly renovated and

Seo UFTOWN, 28 upgraded Birmingham Theatre at a reception on Monday.

Just a year or so ngo, the
Birmingham Theatre secmed des-
tined to make way for a parking lat.
On Monday, the Detroit area hoi.
polloi gathered to christen the the-
ater on its maiden voyage as a
swanky cight-screen movio theater.

A‘ h‘r cry from your ﬂuburbm:

the

rave reviews from a hand-picked
group of VIPs who one-upped cach

clusay bookings and gourmet conces-
sions ot Rayal Oak's Main.

Squint real hard and the spacious
Birmingham lobby looks something
like downtown's F(‘:x, with & center

an G
the second floor from the first. Both
levels are lined with auditoriums
ranging in size from 65 to 430 seats.
Some even offer lovo seats.

The opening night gala attracted
celebritiea like Elmore Leonard,
“sexy speca promoter” Dr. Richard

Hot tix: Tom Cruise stars

“Mission: Impossible” now

other with superlatives,

The theater opened to the public !
Wednesday with the premiere of and David Trepeck.

*“Misslon: Impoasible.”

“It'atho most comfortable theater
we've ever haen in,” said Tom
McGraw of Birmingham who teated
the neats with wife Marla.And he
may be right, even in the ‘90s, which

Partners: Bill Herting (left to

Golden, i d Wings, and, of
Hight) Carole litch Trepeck . o veha, who e fmancial

METRO-AREA VIPS GIVE NEW THEATER THUMBS UP

BY JOBN MONAGHAN framed movie posters for coming
BPECIAL WRITER attroctions and vintage favorites.
The opening-night gala included
acreenings of both the 1964 and

1996 versions of *Sabrina” alon

with "An Affair to Remember” (1957)

and its recent remake *Love Affair”

Though this weekend's big ticket
will undoubtedly be “Miasion:
Impossible,” the theater will try to
devote at least one screcn to art |-
filme. Last ycar's Oscar-nominated
11 Postino” ("The Postman”) and the "
new Henry Jaglom film, “Last
S in the Hamp " are cur-

course, the Ilitcha, who are
partners in the enterpriso. Also spot-

rently on screen.
Accordi

ted in the crowd were faux versi
have been n renaissance of sorta for  of Marilyn Monroe, Jack Nicholson,
user-friendly mavie viewing. and Sharan Stone.
The Star Theatres paved the way The mix of old and new extends to
with comfortable seating and & the decor, including a roplica of the
sunny atrium lobby, followed by the  theater's original 1927 marquis and

c

Bi
art market eloscly. They have an

EE———TY

Dallns-based partner
and booker Bill Herting, th
Birmingh hing th

g

Basketry show collects creativity

BY Many KLEMIC
BYAF? WiITER

The Sybaria Gollery in Royal
Oank continues to present an
exciting exhibit of contemporary
baskets in ita Baskotry
Invitational,

This year's display, the seventh
annual, features.imaginative
pleces by 32 artists from the
United States and Japan. The
show continues through Juno 1
at 202 E. Third (call (810) 544-
3388).

You probably think of a banket
as a container, something in
which to hold or carry objocts.
The works in tho Sybaris ahow
take auch imagery and turn it
inside out, sidowsys and upside
down. They are free, rather than
functional, forms that explore
and experiment. Handles and
evon openings aren't the norm
among these innovative pleces.
Tho featured materials includo
the traditiona) and non-tradi-
tional, such as loaves, reeds, col-
ored ink, film, stones and rice
paper.

These baskets take n varicty of
shapes. Nerie Hatakoyama pre-
scnts an open woven form of
black and white stripea that
turns geomotry into pootry. A
work by Dorothy Gill Barnes
with a pull-out "drawer™ was
made from a process that
invelves making slnshos into
tree bark. Tho picee has n look
that Is leathery whilo it resem-
bles petrified wood.,

Centar of Creatlve Studins
graduate Charissa Brock fash-
ions pieces - n symmetric wall
hanging and a freestanding form
that suggests a broken pod - that
feature a boat shapo. Baskets
balance on each other in a stack
by John Garrett that includes
such medin an newspapers and
stamps.

A cluster of female forms, soft-
Iy lit, morge into a coceon-like
shape by Mika Watanabe. Using
glass beads, Wendy Ellsworth
mnkes shimmering placea that
resemble coral. The worke by
Gery Trontham are like long

sheaths.

Hisako Sokijima’s ncat-like
work wans made by twigs and
bark. Her unusual techniques
include forming a solid basket
nnd then cutting it open.

Linda Kelly’s tall, black forms
are like sontinels. More open is o
framework cubo by Pat
Hickman. A large, gold leaf plece
by Kiyomi Iwatn Jooks like a
loosely wrapped package.

Openings of soms works are
vortexes that pull the vision
fnward. One of thome, by
Christine Joy, shows a swirl of
colorful willows. A cubs by
Noriko Takamiya bears intrigu-
ing openings.

Any basic basket form disap-
pears altogether in somo pieces.
Ono by John McQueen foaturea a
framowork of sticks over color
photos; the tree branches and
aky in the photos spell out some-
thing - you may have to step
back to soe it. Carol Eckort pre-
pents little figures and snimals
in an arrangement suggesting a

myatical trophy. Works by
Kathleen Borde Crombie resem-
blo ginnt whisks.

Tho surfaces nlono are aften
fascinating — such as tho tightly
woven surface of a work by
HKaryl Sisson. A vessel by Judy
Milford foatures small phatos,
tiny threo-dimonsionnl figures
that can be lifted out of littlo
pockets, and a design of leaves
under n twig pattern. Loah
Danberg incorporatea written
moasages in her vibrant items.
Kathorine Westphal uses toys
and Joanna Lindaly uses photos
and postcards to make stato-
ments.

Susan Colquitt mokes objects
out of sippers. Curly wool accma
1o ba sprouting out of a work by
Kazue Honma. Norman
Shorfield’s bright picces havo a
primitive yot sophiaticated lovk.

Jappie King Black presents
plecoa that ara more like plates
than the traditional basket.
Nancy Koenigsborg makes cop-
pet wire appear fluid.

Happy
Yoar:
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Joanna .
Lindsly
uses photos
and post-
cards to
make state-

This

one refers -

Chinese .
New Year
celebration
commemo-

the

Year of the




