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Touching ‘Eleemosynary’ Wﬂl‘l

Apollo Theater
H Productions pre-
sents “Eleemaosy-
nary.” 8 p.mn.
Friday and Sat-
urdav, May 24-
23, Roeper The-
atre, Birming-
ham Campus
1Adams Road,
between Maple
and Big Beaver
Road). Tickets
$9 adults, $6 students. available
at the door or by reservation,
(810 489.8445.

Early on in this contemporary,
one-act drama, its central char.
acter explaing the unusunl title
word. “Eleemosynury” means
“charitable,” she says. And then,
because she is an individual who
enjoys a kind of lave sfMair with
words, she strings all of its lus-
cious uyllobles together again
and adds, “It's like a small song.”

VITCTORIA
DIAZ

] REVIEW

Rarely does o ploywright write
a review of hin or her play, of
course. But with this line, you
could almost suy that Lee Bless.
ing hus managed to do exactly
that, Brief, lyricul and with its
own cngaging riffs and rhythms,
“Eleemosynary”™ will sometimes
lift your spirits, sometimes touch
your heart, and sometimes even
tickle your ribs a little bit. More
than that, you'll find that its
melody soft - as it is — lingera
on.

Here is the girlish, slightly
hare-brained Dorotheo, so full of
life that she has plans for herself
after she's dead. Here ia Artie,
the troubled, middle-aged scien-
tist who is her daughter. And
here is Artie’s almost-grown
daughter, Echo, fresh-faced and
ambiticus, and considering her
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100 Years Old And Still Going Strong,

The nation celebrates the Auto Industry’s centennial this
year. No other Industry has had such a profound effect on the

On Thursday. June 13, we will publish our tribute to
these wonderful machines and the industry that produces them.
To advertise in this broadsheet supplement, call:

313-591-2300 in Wayne County or
810-901-2553 in Oakland County.
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heritage and way with worda,
very aptly named.

As the play opens, Dorathea,
haos just suffered o massive
stroke that has left her unable to
ctommunicate, and much of the
ntory is told in flashbacks. Soon,
wo begin to sce that the mothers
and the doughters in this little
group have been hard-pressed to
communicate for most of their
lives. Sometimes, words can’t be
found. Sometimen, words have
becn inadequate, Sometimes,
words have simply gotten in the
way of these highly complex
relationships.

Veteran actress Laurie V.

‘Social Security’

Jewish
Ensemble The-
atre prescnls
*Sucial Security®
through June 9,
Aaron DeRoy
Theatre (inside
) the Jewish Com-
a munity Center),

-

6600 West
ZELEN  Maple  Road.
Maple Ruod

Cail JET (810)
7882900 or Ticketmaster (810)
645-6666 for ticket information.

Logan is & fine, nnimated
Dorothea, seemingly warm and

life. Despite these choices,
Yezbick puta her closo to our
hoarts, h Looking

caring, then subtly il
but always practically giddy
with life.

She ndds just the right touch
of off-hunded humar, too, cape-
cinlly ns she's telling of her “vis-
its" with James Monroe and
King Solomon or trying to teach
her daughter to fly with some
wings she's created.

Miriam Yezbick turns in a sen-
sitive performance of Artie, who
more thon once turns her back

A

always like someone who is try-

ing to look relaxed when thoy

are feeling sick-to-death tenso,
inxl

ift your spirits

ber of the trio, Echo. With hor
singular stage presence and a -
kind of luminescent appearance,
sho juat nails the role of this
glowing-with-hopo, confident
girl.

flnshb.

and also s0 close-t
bone familiar, Yesbick ia almost
painful to watch and to listen to
at times.

Although hor Artio is shy
about physical touch, she is per-
haps the most cmotionally
touching of the three women.

Finally, Jaime Nowman (who

on the so-h of
her mother and daughter in
order to sulvage her own piece of

duced thia play) brinxg it

'k scencs, the 18-
year-old also gives a convincing
performance as Echo in infancy
and ns o thumbsucking toddler,

too, N
Award-winning director Mary
Bremer sces to it that’
“Eleemosynary” ia crisply-paced «
from first lino to last, and.
poripherals such as lighting,

also p
all together with her en
portrayal of the youngest mem-

The Jewish E ble Theatre
production of Andrew Bergman's
“Social Security” is deft and
funny. Directed by Robert Gross.
man the troupe turna in a clean,
tony performance.

Cheryl Willinmy is superb as
Barbara, the blond art dealer
who serves culd mousse of pike
(gefilte fish to Sophic, her moth.
er). Willinms exudes energy as
she deals with her husband, the
art world, a sister and brother-
in-law she has little in common
with, and o mother who is sent
to live with her. Williams turns
from near hysteria to plangent
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Tuesday, June 18 8 PM
seakie 0

The Man in Black.
Don’t miss this once in a
lifetime chance to see him
up close and personal.
No lawn seats.

Na nose blced seats.
You'll be able to sec the
strings on his guitar,
Tickets on sale

now!
Abs Call

6 (313)

764-2538

gardenviews

is one year old & growing!

To commemorate this great occasion we've planned a number of events
that celebrate our accomplishment and MOTHER NATURE!

Friday, May 24th
6:30 p.m.

Live
Butterfly

Release

Wilness the releasing of
50 live butterflies at our
store. Marvel ot Mother
Nature’s most beautiful
insects as they ofl take
flight ot the

same
time.
7
4
L
810) 380-8881

Saturday, May 25th
12:00 Noon - 5 p.m.

Petting Zoo

FREE fun for
W the entire
SOY" familyl

At gandenviews -
get up-close and
personal with a wide

assoriment of
barnyard animals.

Sunday, May 26th
12:00 Noon - Sp.m.

tree frunks info becxifl
seudplures with @ chainsawl

202 W. Main Sirest » Downtorem Northvill, Michigan
1 block West of Cander Siresl, directly across from Gity Hof.

WIN!
Register to win
up to $1,000% in
gardenviews
gift certificates.

lity without missing a beat.
John-Michael Manfredi is won-
derfully clever as David, Bar-
bara's husbhand, David gets a lot
of funny lines and Manfredi
delivers them with aplomb. Man-
fredi looks aas if he was born to
play n sauve art dealer: he looks
dleck, satisfied, and smart. “I've
been looking for a womaon like
that all my life!™ David cries,
upon hearing his nicce has said,
I live for sex.”
Rocheile Rosenthal as aister
Trudy, comes on like a Long

[ | REVIEW

faland storm. Concern for her
daughter who is living with two
men causes Trudy to pull up
stakes to go ofl to Sarah's col-
fege. Trudy has parked mother
and her walker in the holl and
the firat nct ends with mother
grinning wickedly as the lights
dim. Trudy, the martyr from
Mincola, is not treated well
when it's time to hand out happy
endings. The logic of the play
dictatca that anyone who isn’t
obscssed with scx deserves a bad
end. Rosenthal carries it off with
pluck.

Joscph Hayes as Martin, the
aecountant Trudy is married to,
is a solid, stolid citizen. He has
no sense of art nor docs he
appear to have any gift for hop-
pinces. Martin’s turning out to
be more like his daughter thun
like Trudy is o surprise and
Hayes handles this turn in the
plot casily.

Karen Sheridan is wonderful
as Sophie. Sheridan conveys n

p, sct, ani are
all firat-rate stuff.

is deft, funny

sense,of exasperation at being so
old that her rejuvenation feels
rea). When she tokes off her
bathrobe (while Barbara
screams, *Get dressed! We have ,
n guest!”) and atands thore grin-
ning in tee shirt and large
bloomers, we know that Sophie
is a woman whose senses are
still very much alive. Sophic
finds the man of her dreams,
throws away her walker, looks
chic, and is on her way to France
and o condo in mid-Manhattan.

Robert Grossman as Maurice,
the superatar painter who's still
painting at age 98 {did I hear’
right?) is marvelous. Grossman
gives us o purring lion, a wine-
drinking, life-loving, Chagall-
like painter. Maurice and Sophie
take to each other immediately,
ond having no time to waste, go
off immediately.

Artistic director Evolyn
Orbach and the tech crew
deserve kudos, The stunning set
wan designed by Tom Aaton and
built by West End Construction.
Musie from “Snow White" alides
right into this fantasy-comedy.

Tell us how Cosby has inspired you

Bill Cosby will be appenring at
Chene Park in Detroit on 8 p.m.
Friday, Junc 14, and we're offer-
ing readers a chance to win a
pair of tickets in the VIP section,
directly in front of the stage.

Simply tell us how Bill Cosby
made an inspirational or humor-
ous impresaion on your life.

Limit stories to no more than
250 words. Three pairs of VIP
ticketa will bo awarded.

Send, or fax entries, by Friday,
June 7 to: Keely Wygonik, Enter-
tainment Editor, Observer &
Eccentric Nowspapers, Inc.,
36261 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
48150. To fax cntries, eall (313)

691-7279,

The winning three essays will
be printed in the June 13 edition
of Arts & Entertainment.

Tickets are $34.50, $29.60 and
$24.50 available at all Ticket-
master cutlots, or by calling
{810) 645-8668.

4.00%

Interest Rate
First 6 Montls

24 Month
“Step Rate” CD

.19%

Annual
Percentage Yield

6.00% -

j Interest Rate
0  Next 6 Months

4.50*

Interest Rate
Next 6 Months

Put Your Money To Work
Where It Gets An Automatic Raise Every Six Months.

Raise your sights to the new 24-Month “Step Rate” CD from The Hustington.
[t sutomatically raises its rates every six months, 50 you exm more intevest,
What's more, there 1s no penalty for earty withdrawal of funds aftet the
Fiest 12 months. The minimum depotit (s $2.500 and this offer Is vabid
through May 31, 199. Sa step up to soma very atiractive retums. See your
Huntington Person) Danket or culi 1-800-642- INFO today. ’

STOP Y OR CALL OKE O OUR CONVINRENY LOCATIONS

~ 8.00%

Interest Rate
Last 6 Months
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