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STREET SCENE

Dishwalla arrives with pamful memories and 1 new hit

Dishwalla's
return visit to
St. Andrew's
HallUThe Shelter
o Detroit on
Suturday, May
25, ix hound to
bring up some
sad memories,
The last time
the quartet
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played there, Sunday. Sept. 24,
1995, it wan opening for Blind
Mclon, about a month before
lead singer Shannon Hoon died
of a drug averdose.

“We were with him until twe
ur three days before his death,”
Dbassist Scat Alexander said.

“He did seem pretty OK. He
was really trying to keep it
clean, it seemed like. The tour
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munager and everybody on the
rond made sure there were no
drugs or aleohol backstuge. They
wanted to keep it away from him
as much ns possible. [ guess he
got back intu it when they got
back to New Orleans, where they
did their record.”

On a happier note, Dishwalla
is enjoying success with the sin.
gle “Counting Blue Cars”™ off its
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ninc-month-old album “Pet Your
Fricnds® (A&M). The Jush, infec.
tious pop sang looks at authority
rom o child's point of view with
the lyries: “Tell ms all your
thoughts on God/cause I'd really
like to meet her/Ask her who we
really are/Tell me all your
thuughts on Ged/cause I'm on
my way to see Her.”

“l wouldn't evon way that the

song is particularly about roli-
gion. ... it'a just a song nbout
questioning authority,” Alexan-
dor said.

The Santa Barbara, Calif.,
quartet - which also includen
vocalist/keybourdist J.R.
Richnrds, guitarist Rodney
Browning, and drummer George
Pendergast — came into the pub-
lic eye when it recorded a track
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for the Carpenters tribute
album. .

“That was no gimmick,
Richards said recently. “I'm a big
Carponters fan. We read in the
LA Times that they wore dmng
it, s0 we got o tape to the execus .
tive producer Matt Wallaco, arkd S
he liked what we did. Peoplt=t
might think it's woird that ‘E
would do & Carpenters song, b
that's the cool thing about tbw-'
band. We can do whatever we's
wan*,”

Opening for Dishwalla ot 'l'he H
Shelter on Saturday, May 25, is §
Thermadore, featuring former !
members of Mary's Danish, and
Super Drag. For more informa-
tion, eall (313) 861-MELT.

¢ Misc: Rhino Records is
releasing “Beverly Hills 80210:
Songs From Tho Peach Pit® Aug.
20 at rotail stores and through
RhinoDirect at (800} 432-0020.
The soundtrack includes classic
'60s and '70s R&B, pop, and rock
oldics like “The Beat Gocs On,”
*Mony Mony.” “Pick Up The
Pieces,” and “What You Won't
Do For Love.”

If you have any questions or
comments [ur Christina Fuoco,
you can write to her care of The
Obscrver & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,
MI 48150, or via e-mail at cfuo-
co@aol.com, or you can leave her
a message at (313) 953-2047 ext.
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Vai plays
State and -
cyberspace

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
STAFF WITER

Guitarist/vocnlist Steve Vai .
admits he gets nervoun about his
performances, This Friday's
show at the State Theatre in
Detroit has him eapocially
wound up. The cencert, in cele-
bratidn of radio atation WDZR's
(Z-Rock, 1027 FM) fourth .
anniversary, will be cybercast |
live on the World Wide Web.

“I'm thrilled about it and I'm
nervous about it. When [ per-
form live sometimes 1 get so
oxcited that my fingers have a
tendency to spaz out in certain
moments. As a result of that, my i-
live mechanical performance has
a tendency to be very manic. It
can sound really on or it can
sound really off,” said Vai via
telephone from his California
rchearsal space.

“I usually take great care in ’
the quoality control of my live :
material, but I don't have that
opportunity when it's being '
broadcast live over the internet.”

The audio portion will be
broadcast in real time while the
photo images will have a 2.3
minute delny on Vai's home
page, http://www.vai.com, It is
the first concert in Michigan to
be cybercast on the web, accord-
ing to WDZR's operationa man-
ager Joa Bovilacqua.

“As far as I know this is the
first concert broadcast through
the wob from Detroit. ... It's real-
ly in touch with the future and
‘DZR’s listeners, which are 18-
34-year-old mnn.'Net surfers
accessing the pago will have n
backstage pass to the anniver-
sary concert. WDZR mid-day,

rsonality Steve Block will host:
ive interactive pre-concert inter-
views with Vai.

*Basically what we're planning.
on doing is bringing the necoas
sary oquipment (to the ahow!
and plugging up directly. to the
soundboard,” said Mark Wein-
stein, president of Elastic Imuxi
nations in Atlanta, Ga., which is,
producing the evont.

Vai is meking & specinl trip ld
Dotroit for the show. Tho Gram-
my Award-winner is in tho atu-
dio recording  his follow-up to

* “Alion Lovo Sccrets™ tentatively

called “Ulira Zone.”
In botween his own projects,
he has worked as a guitnrist

i
Roth, Alico Cooper, Bad 4 Good,
‘White 8nake and Ozsy Osbourne
among athers,
“This is gonna ba n bln-t »

w in soid, “!
Stove doosn't parform a lot of'
shows, This {s & treat.”

Steve Vai, Clutch and Kicking
Harold parfarm ot 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Moy 24, at the Slau Thi.-
atre, 2115 Woodward Av
Detrott. Tickets are ovailable

master .

Tic ar more informa-
tion, call (313) le“ﬂl or (8!0)
645-6666,




