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Study: Infant deaths are avoidable

BY PAT MURPIIY
BTAYY WAITKR

Almost two dozon infants have
died in Oakland County over the
Inst four yonrs with their par-
enta or loved ones close by,

Without intention, tho infants
may have been put in harm's
way, but parentel negligence
was a major contributor in many
cases, according to the Onkland
County Medical Examiner who
waid the deaths wore pro-
ventablo,

Social standing, econamic sta-
tur and intelligence levels were
not significant considerations in
the deaths, said the medical
examiner. Although most
occured in Pontine, the pre-
ventable infant doaths also
occurred in Auburn Hills, Farm-
ington Hills, Rochestor, South-
field and Wixom.

“This is a public henlth prob-
lem that nceds attention, said
Dr. Ljubisa J. Dragovic, forensic
pathologist and counly medical
cxaminor. “Most of these deaths
were unneceasary.™

The deatha usually occurred at
home in the parent's bed, on the
couch or on the floor. One
occurred last month at South-
ficld's Providence Hospital in o
specinl unit designed to enrich
the birthing experience.

Board

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

1t is atill not popular with all
parents, but the controverainl
ali-day, every-other-day kinder-
garten program in the Walled
Lake Consolidated School Dis-
trict lives for another year.

Following wecks of survey
scrutiny and numerous phone
calls to school district officials
about the merits of the first-yeor
program, school board members
Thursday night unanimously
decided it was worth continuing
— ulbeit with some provisos.

The infant deaths are
nttributable, uwccording to
Dragovic, to a general disgnosis
of “poaitiona] asphyxia.” Babics
die beenuse something - a pil-
low, bedding or stuffod toy ~
obstructs the breathing passagen
and the infant suffocatea, the
medicnl examiner explained.

In some casen of positional
asphyxia, the baby dies becauso
& porent or care giver physically
rulls on top of the infant, said
Dragovic, a resident of Grosse
Pointe Farms. They are classi-
fied as “overlayn,” he said, menn-
ing the buby died because anoth-
er person's body overlaid the
infont's.

Drogovic, who has long nus-
pected that some positional
asphyxia deaths are too (re-
quently misdingnosed ns Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS),
decided to look into the situation
locally after attending n meeting
of the American Aswociation of
Forensic Scientists last year in
Son Antonio.

At that mecting, it was report-
ed that Cook County, Illinois
{Chicago orea) expericnced 12
overlay denths in 8 G-year peri-
od. *I decided to look at Oakland
County and southenst Michi-
gan,” snid Drogovic, who autho-
rized u review of infant asphyxia

deoths,

The repults were compelling,
according to Dr. Mark A, Fis-
chione who compiled the data on
the hasis of information provided
by Dragovic and fellow duputy
forensic pathologist Kanubhai
Virani. Fischione lives in 8t.
Clair Shores and Virani is a resi-
dent of West Bloomfield.

In slightly more than four
yeary, Onkland County’s medical
examiner's officc handled 22
infant deaths that Fischione
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a8 aspayxin,

positional asphyxia and overlay
denths. During the same time
frame, 12 similar deaths
occurred in counties that confer
with Osklond’s medical examin-
ers — Saginaw, 3; Monroe, 3;
Jackson, 4; Livingston, 1; ond
Sanilae, 1.

The deaths recorded in Qak-
land County, by community,
were: Pontiac, 9; Detroit, 3
(brought to Oakland officials by
hospitals such as Botsford and
Providence) and one each in 10
communities such as Auburn
Hills, Royal Oak, Wixom, Red-
ford Township in Wayne County
and Shelby Township in Macomb
County,

All the deaths were tragic,
aaid Dragovic, but he added that
many were undoubtedly pre-

ventable, although the exact
number could not be determined.

Tho results of the study will be
prcaented in August at the
Nationnl Academy of Medical
Examiners in Traverse City, said
Fischione. The gon! is to alert
tho medical community and the
genveral public ot large.

“Some of theso deaths were
preventable,” said Dragovic. “It's
a public health problem we've
got to address.”

Infant death number one in
Oakland County, according to
Fischione, occurred in February
1892, when a Pontinc mother
and her 7-month-old child were
sleeping on o sofa.

In May 1883, a 7-weck-old girl
dicd in Rochester after she and
her mother, an admittedly heavy
sleeper, slept in the same bed,
said the deputy medienl examin-

or,

In September 1994, a 3-month-
old boy died in Oakland Town-
ship when his head became
entangled in a blanket, said Fis-
chione. The cause was listed as
esphyxia due to oxygen depriva-
tion enused by the blanket, he

said.

In July 1995, a 2-month-old
boy died while sleeping with his
mother in bed, said Fischi

in the study occurred less than n
month ago, April 20th, in Red-
ford Township when a 1-month-
old girl died while eleeping with
her mother, said Fischione.
While the casc is still open, the
tentative cause of death, accord-
ing to Fischinne, is asphyxio due
to overluy, he said.

In some cuses, other factore
were likely involved, the medical
examiner said. If o parent or
care giver is extremely tired —
or has been drinking alechal ~ he
or she might sleep more soundly
and be leas likely to notice con-
tact with something as small as
an infant,

Dragovic and his colleagues do
not suggest that parenta never
sleep with their bobies, “But we
waont them to be aware of the
dongers,” he said. “If they think
that's a good way to bond with
the baby, they should take pre-
cautions.”™

Calling attention to these
deaths - and the conclusion they
were avoidable - will likely
cause discomfort for parents,
said Dragovic. The diognosia of
SIDS implics that the deatha
could not have been prevented,
and thus more rendily accepted.
But a dingnosis of positional

The last infant death included

phy some blame
to parents or care givers who

may have left the infant in an
unsafe place or, at a minimum,
neglected to monitor tho baby.

Dragovic doesn’t doubt the
existence of SIDS, currently
believed to be the second leading
cause of infant deaths - about
6,000 annually, according to
some estimates. But he's con-
vinced positional asphyxia
deaths are sometimes attributed
to SIDS for a number of reasons,
including the fact that untrained
medical examiners don’t have
the wherewithal to delve into a
baby's death.

“S:DS is a dingnosis of exclu-
sion,” said deputy medical exam-
iner Virani, “made after every
other possible causc is ruled
out.”

Dragovic is less clinical in hia
asscssment. SIDS is too often a
“wastebasket term,” he said, “for
any infant death that you don't
have an answer for.”

He and his colleagues intend
to call attention positional
asphyxia deaths even though it
will likely accelerate debate
among forensic pathologists and
medical examiners.

‘The findings may also stir feel-
ings of guilt among parents who
Dragovic said would much
rather live with & more sympa-
thetic ruling, like SIDS."

continues kindergarten choice

The number one condition is!

e —————————r=—
that a “school of choice” fnr. w I.I-ED LAKE

kindergartners ogain be set up,
to give porents an option
whether to enroll their young-
sters in traditional hoif-day or
full-day programa. But it has to
be decided where the half-day
classes will be located, some-
thing Superintendent James
Geinler said would be dealt with
in the next three weeks.

It was also part of the board
motion that the amount spent on
schools of choice not exceed that
spent this year for two half-doy
sections, accommodating 100

students, housed at Meadow
Lake and Dublin clementaries,

“That would be cnough for two
sections,” Geisler said during the
meeting. “They would be at a
central or regional location. . . It
moves us forward, but it moves
us forward halfway, in a more
coutious way.”

Also part of the motion is to
collect and study data about how
well the program is working, as
well na atudies of other districts

using the concept, with another
recommendation to be mode in
February 1987. This year's
1,000 kindergartners enrolled in
all-day, every-other-day also
would be monitored to sce how
well they adapt to first grade.

Before the board took action, it
heard comments from both sides
of tho issue. First, several
kindergorten teachers and par-
enta from the advisory commit-
tee gave positive testimonials
nbout the program’s worth.,

“Tho first couple wecks (of the
school year) the days are long,”
said Dublin parent Deborah

Bonkes. “But what's going to
happen to them in the first grade
if they're not used to it?

“This all-day, alternate-day
program gives them the chance
to expoerience what a long day is
like. If it's too much for them,
they have the next doy to recov-
or®

r.

Bankes also said criticism that
children forget what they learn
because they stay home every
other day is "n moot point. You
don't forget n topic the next day
if you spend more time on it” in
the class, which proponents of
the program suggest occurs.

One of the kindergarten teach-
ers snid she would “never, ever
recommend anything to parents
or the board that 1 thought
would hurt children in any way."

She pointed out that having
two kindorgarten options was
divisive among teachers and par-
enta. “Continuity in a building in
important for children to sce.”

Among parents urging the
half-day choice to continue were
Lori and Jeff Elilis, who live in
the Meadow Lake Elementary
ottendance area, located in
Farmington Hilla. They both
urged the board to bring half-day
kindergarten back to Meadow
Lake in 1996-97.

“Studentas at Meadow Lake
have extenuating circum-
atances,” Lori Ellis said, refer-
ring to last year’s redistricting
and subsequent move of Maple
Elementary studenta to Meadow
Lake, leased out of the Birming-
hom district.

CITY OF FARMINGTON

Sherwin-Williams Brand

Interior Paints

"

o Exterior Paints
House Stains
Deck Stains
Wood Stains

All yovings are off
requlat prices,
Excludes HRC concree
- products ond everyday
low priced paints.
Not all stores open on
Sunday or Mondoy.

Mot respontible ko typogrophical o ortwork etrors. Sherwin Williams retarve the righ! o correct

errors ot point of purchaie

800-4-SHERWIN _

HILLS
SPECIAL GENERAL ELECTION NOTICE
15TH STATE SENATE DISTRICT
(TO FILL A VACANCY)

PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

TO THE QUALIFIED EL]
HILLS, OAKLAND COUR

NOT! EREBY GIVEN that the Public Accuracy Test for the Juae 4,
1996, SPECIAL GENERAL ELECTION, has been scheduled for
Thursday, May 30, 1996, at 2:00 p.m., at the City Clerk's Office, 31556
Eleven Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Michigen.

The Public Accuracy Trat is conducted to determine that the program and
the computer being used ta tabutnte the resulta of the elsction counts the
votes in the manner prescribed by the law.

CTORS OF THE CITY OF FARMINGTON
MICHIGAN:

KATHRYN A. DORNAN
City Clerk

h. May 23, 197

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING MEETING
MAY 20, 1886

The meeting wa ealled 10 order by Mayor Yagnoati at 7:30 p.m. Members

Present: Barnett, Bates, Geant, Kurzeja, Oliverio, Sever, and Vagnozzi.

Members Absent: None, Others Present: Assistant City Managers Brock

and Call, Deputy City Clerk Rose-Haitz. Directars Biasell and Lastey, and

Attarney Donchue.

CQUNCIL PROCLAIMED: X ; . .

- May 23, 1996 as James Allen Lanignn Day in recognition of his dedicated
scrvice to the children of Farmington Hills.

- May 23, 24, 25, 1996 0s Poppy Days

— Mny 18-27, 1996 as Michigan Weeks in Farmington Hills.

COUNCIL TOQK THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:

-~ Received presentation by Miss Farmington Audrey Chemauckas.

_ Determined to procecd with specinl asseasment district for road

bilitati rowbrook Hill di

for
_ Determined NOT 1o enact Ordinance C-9-96 requiring under age persons
10 wenr aufely helnet while riding a bicycle.
- Denird rezaning request 1-1-96 far southeast corner of Scatten and
Middlebelt Ronds. }
- Deforred cansidertion of rezoning request on 30420 W. Twelve Mile until
June 10, 1996

- Set Study Seasion meeting for June 3, 1996.

mm&mummcxmwm

= Rezoning property west of Halsted, north of Elaven Mils, from IRO,
Induatrial Research Office District and RC-1, Multiple-Family District to
RC-2, Multiple-Family District.

~ Amending Article V, Chapter 33, Water and Sewer for Croes Connection
Control and Servico Connectiona.

APPROYEI: 3

“New cloas € liguor license for KHWP, Inc/Banquet and Catering Hall
located nt 23666 Orchard Lake Road (Elk's Lodge site).

- Public hearing date of June 17, 1996 for vacation of Lipton Street.

- Employment in nccordance with Section 1 01A of the City Codo, .

- Special event permit for Recreation Division annual bike tour for children
agea B-13 on June 1, 1896,

~ Specinl ovent permit for St. Vincent & Sarah Pisher Center mnnual
Garden Party-Food nnd Wino Tasting fund raiser on Junie 2, 1996,

AWARDED BIDS/PURCHASE ORDERS FO

ZKitchen equipment far Activitica Center to The Boelter Company In tha
amount of $22,606.00. .

— Canopies for Department of Special Services Lo Anchor Industries in the
amaunt of $3,782.20.

— Landncapo trailer for Parka Division to Ajax Trallers in the amount of
$6,447.00.

_ Streot aweeping scrvices to G & M Entarprises, Lad., in the amount of
$54,600.00. ) )
— Green Valley Subdivision pond dredging to B & V Construction, lac., in

the nmount of $15,644.00.
MAYOR ALDO VAGNOZZL
¢ KATHRYN A. DORNAN, City Clark
ik May 33, 1008




