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Michigan housing market off to good star

BY Dova Finae
WTAFY WRITRR

Last ycar waos a good one for

1994,

Ten counties including Oak-
land and Wayne definad south-
eostern

Idential builders in h
ern Michigan. This year is shap-
ing up to be even better.
Building pormits for housss
and condominiums hero during

the firet three monthe of 1988 ~

incroased by 16 percent aver the

same period last year, a Canton-
based tracking service reported.

The actual numbers were

' 3,888 units compored ta 3,340,

according to U.S. Housing Mar-

ota.

Nationally, permita wero up 14
percent.

In terms of valume, it was the
second best January-March peri-
od for the country as a whole
sinco 1877, U.8, Housing mar-
kets reported.

Just over 234,326 single-fami-
ly units were permitted during
the first quarter this year com-
pared to the record 235,028 in

“The job market around here
is very strong,” sald Brian H.
Bragg, editar for U.8, Housing
Markets.

“The home buying public
around here is pretty senaitive
ta intereat rates. When interest
ratas bottomed out in late
February and started to jack up
- they're about a percentage
point higher now - that pushed
a lot of people off the fence.

“They were scared they would
go up agein. There was a rush
to homebuying,” Bragg sald.

Every metropolitan- area
examined in the Midwest
showed a Jump in units permit-
ted, * The increase ranged from
5.6 percent in Chicago (6,110
5,398) and Milwaukee (791-836)
to 66.4 porcent in Knnmas City
(1,748-2,731).
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Actlve bultders: The number of single family residential building permits issued dur-
ing this year’s first quarter was ot the upswing afier a reversal in 1995.

The Northeast, including Pitts-
burgh, Philadelphia,
York/Long Island, Providénce
and Boston, was especially hard
hit, experiencing an overall 5.4

New .

percent decrease in permit activ-
ity.

‘The West, including Salt Lake
City, Phoenix, Orange County,
Calif., and Son Francisco Bay,

Handymen are still a fixture in

CHICAGO (AP} _ In an
incrensingly high-tech world, it's
comforting to know thnt handy-
men can atill fix much of it.

In fact, while other profes-
sions are downsizing, handiwork
is a burgeoning trade. In 1894,
Americans spent an estimated
$115 billion on home improve-
ments _ $43 billion on mainte-
nance alone, according to the
U.S. Census Burcau.

Hardware store managers,

contractors and homeowner
groups think they know why
much of that work is going to
handymen: Most peoplo aren't
that handy anymore. And col-
lege-educated, upper-income
wage oarners now have more
monoy to hire a h with

bers are women entering the
field through painting and deco-
rating jobs. The job itself is more
sophisticated, too. They carry ctl-
lular phones and pagers and

ing valves and washerless
faucets,

Ron Kehr is a coltege-cducated
man, who at 40, dumped his
high-stress job as a successful
music induatry executive to take

did eapecially well, showing an
overall 18.6 percent increase.

The figures for those two
regions moy be skewed by an
unsually snowy winter this year

in the h and an upusu-

ally wet winter in ‘95 out West,
Bragg said.

“Builders aren't bothered so
much by cold weather,” he said;
“When you get muddy ground;
you can't get trucka in angd out.
When you have roin and snow,
you can't get froming up. Wé
haven't had a bad building sea*
son at all” .

Southoastern Michigan wa#
ono of the few areas in the coun:
try to show an increase in single
family permits issued for 1996,
Activity here was up 3.4 percent
compared to a decline nationally

of 6.6 percent. H

“I think *ve're going to have a
decent year, probably about the
same as last yoar,” Brogg said
“Maybe even a little better,
unless momething unforescen
happens to interest rates. People
keep looking for inflation. So fat
we don't have any.” M

high-tech world

up the tool belt. He learned to
repair leaks, refinish cabinets
and retile floors from books and
obscrvation.

Remodeling experts warn

that consuinera beware of
unqualified workers and scam
artists. They advise checking ref-
erences, refusing to pay money
up front and drawing up detailed

contracts on the job. .

than they have timo to repair
houschold glitches. .

The handyman himsolf isn't
what he used to be. In fact, quite
often he's a she, Increasing num-

deal with temperature-regulat-
Now offerin

ANUSEE mule 2 YEAR WARRANTY

HEAD FOR “THE HILLS

<. Quictly Overlooking The Downtawn Area, The Hills of
Rochester Offers The Advanlages of Condominium Living.
You Have a Choiaz of One Bedroom, Two Bedroom Homes
ard Two Redroom, One & a Half Bath Tewnhomes

"GRAND OPENING"

 The Most Beautiful and Affordable Homes in Lake Orion ©

Lake Orion

is growing

...and Tri-Mount
is proud to be
part of it!

Pre-Construction
Prices from...
the $160's

Many Spec
Homes Avaifable

SURROUND YOURSELF WITH GOLF
The Award-
Winning’
Residential
Golf Community f

THE ORCHARDS INVITATIONAL CLOSE QUT SPECIA|
DON'T MISS QUT! Only 4 lots lefi! Beantifully designed detached
ini ining the f single-family living with

i 900 .

T

gl y
From $193,

Tue ORcitaRDS TOURNAMENT,

Magnificent fusury lifestyle homes on ¢

rolling, wooded 172 acre lots.
From $305,9500

Tur. Orcnarps WEDGEWOOD
COMIN .

%-

(810) 651-9751 From $120.000
“'4:, Beautiful site!
: « 4 Park Areas (Nature Preserves) Golf Course Sites Available! Call Our Model at (810) 786-6132
; ll5 Lt HI _|| Waldog * Wooded  Walkout & Daylight Basements M v
| ——giroCue o & O GEGElee T ARCADU
: CONDOMINIUM 45 2k i 11 MODEL Ofered by... V e Etriry-trad
' b ot o6 e s ad of EE (810) 391-3472 ﬂTn'-Mount i . 3
‘ FROM Untversity va tor o of e 1l 775 a Visit our models daily from 12 noon to 6 p.m. or by appointment. Convenienily
: 539 99000 Opex ety 14 0 OPEN 1.6 "M, DAILY “Making dream homes Alfordsble” | B Jocated South off 29 Aile Road. just West of Von Dyke in Washington Township.
: ? } Coeed Tharodey
; ANOTHFR MICHIGAN CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITY (810) 7753757 BUILDING SITES FOR S E
[ oo R '
: | anoTHER : BUILD YOUR |
: | FACELESS —~ . DREAM HOME !
v | - NAME IN SOUTH BAY SHORES : 11 For More Detalls!
c . THE * LAKEFRONT LIVING * Cal
. CROWD... o ,
Personalize your ' ]
City BESIRENTIAL
Auburn Hills Auburn Rd. $ 325,000 547-2000
: Bloomfield Lone Pine $ 85,000 647-6400
VIEWS SO GOOD Commerce Starling $ 55,000 851-4400 :
’ A Franklin Willowgreen $ 329,000 851-4400
YOU WON'T WANT CURTAINS, Harrison Twp. Noeth River Rd. $ 128000  547:2000
Irons Pomeroy Springs $ 19,90 851-4400 -
Oakland Twp. ‘Woodside Ln. $ 87,500 641-1660 :
Shelby Twp. East Pointe $ 79,900 641-1660 :
Sterling Helghts Clinton River Rd. $1,250,000 641-1660 .
Tyringham Florida ‘$ 14,900 641-1660
. Warren Schoenherr $ 25,000 641-1660
T West Bloomfleld Poatisc Trall $ 595,000 647-6400
Lo . West Bloomfield Arline $ 430,000 851-4400 ;
@ : s Weat Branch S. Fourth St. $ 169,000 5472000
A DISTINCTIVE LAKEFRONT COMMUNITY LAKE_FRONT =~ '
) CLOCATLD ON BLAUTIFUL DUCK LAKE ¢ ~ ALL SITES 172 TO 1 ACRE IN SIZE ~
, 'IH}‘NI D‘N‘A_Il'_or {)ANL/\ND COIJ‘N1‘1.- Soutll I-’ol'l SWZCIddyLn. s ”,m “7-“‘”:
. SLARGE HOME SITES ON -IQ‘OOT‘Y OF LAKT FRONTAGE * X sou“‘ L’ﬂn sm Hmm u‘. s ”'m “7'“”
SUHOATING WAT HNG, FISHING. SWIMMING, AND MORE * South Lyon £2489 Horseshoe Ln. $ 109,500 647-6400
N SUAKL PRIVILEGE LOTS FROM $72.500 ¢ ¢+ South Lyon 52535 Horseshoe Ln. $ 114,500 647-6400 .
Ask your SLARLIHONT LOTS FROM $145. 800 ° ' South Lyon 52595 Horseshoe Ln. $ 119,500 647-6400 .
reon WaD FINCLUBING LOT1 * South Lyon 26781 Johns $ 99,500 647-6400
M LRV | ‘oyia Moo 1?‘ 10 (CLOSED WED AND THURS.) ¢
' -+ (B10) 8B7-4009 - '




