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Shingles come in different materials,the choice is yours

(AP) - Q: The shingles on
our roof are worn and wo
want to have the roof reshin-
gled. Wo don’t know whether
to uso asphalt or fiberglasa
shingles. What is your opin-
ion?

© A: Either type of shingle will
work for you. Your choice
depends on aesthetics, availabili-
ty and your budget. Generally,
the more expensive shingles
eome with a longer warranty,
some of which can reach 20-25
vears.

Many people, even roofers,
confuse fibergluss and asphalt
shingles. Fibergluss shingles are
made with asphalt and shoutd be
roferred to as fibergluss-asphalt
shingles.

An asphalt shingle consists
of felt base mat made from rogs,
paper and wood pulp. The mat is
saturated and coated with
asphalt then surfaced with min-
cral aggregates. Fiberglass-
asphalt shingles have a glass
fiber mat conted with asphalt
and aurfaced with mineral
nggregates.

The difference between

d

weather.

However, in the northern
United States, organic mat shin-
glea are often used. Fiberglnss
shingles are difficult to work in
very cold weather because they
become brittle and can crack if
flexed.

Fiberglass sh have a

ants is often mistaken for tor-
mite infestation. However, ants
tunnol only to construct nesting
places. They remove oxcavated
wood to the outside of their nests
and keep the passagoways clear.
Termite galleries, on the other
hand, are packed with sawdust-
like I which is actually a

better fire rating than organic
shingles. Nevertheleas, the atter
: dered b

organic and fibergl.
shingles is more of & concern to
the roofer than the homeowner.
Fiberglass-based shingles were
developed because roofers found
that asphalt shingles soltened
during hot weather installations,
and were casily damaged. Fiber-
glass shingles are conted, nat
saturated, with asphalt and are
not easily damoged during hot

Q: I've noticed small boles
and insocts in some of the
beams in my 150- -year-old
frame house. How can I tell if
these are carpenter ants or
termites, and how can | get
rid of them?

A: Damage from carpenter

woody excretion.

This difference in the appear-
ance of infested areas is a posi-
tive means af identifying which
peat is at work.

Carpenter ants may be seen
entering and leaving wood. They
vary widely in size but a com-
mon variety is approximately
one-half-inch long, and either all
black or mixed with brown. All
membera of the colony are fully
formed except the larvae, which

are white and resomblo grubs.
Small, isclated cnlqniel can .‘3°

onto a pipe.
When joining plastic water

dust into the galleries ar into
holes drilled at intorvala along
infeated timber. For best results,
hire a licensed profesaional
exterminator.

Q: I'm replacing some bad
scotions of copper water
plipe. Can 1 use PVC pipe for
tho rep!

A. Plastic water pipe can be
joined to steel and copper pipa by
‘means of plastic threaded
adapters. Bath male and female
plastic adapters are available.
One end of the plastic adapter is
glued to the plastic pipe and the
other threaded into a fitting or

ips to oxinting metal piping,
Hap tho male thraads with
plastic pipe joint sealunt tape.
Because plastic female adapters
can oxpand when onto
male threads, a better choice js
to use a plastic male adapter
threaded into an iron or copper
female adapter or fitting.

To aubmit a question, writs to
Popular Mechanica, Reader Ser-
vice Bureau, 224 W. 87th 8t.,
New York, N.Y. 10018, The moat
interesting questions will be
answered in a future column,

By Popular Mechanics for AP
Special Features

Your dream deck may be an easier project than you think

If the thought of building and
maintaining a deck seems too
overwhelming for you, read on.
The following tips will make it
casy for you to build your dream
deck and maintain its beauty for
years to come.

When planning your deck con-

sider what pnmary purposes you
want the deck to serve - enter-
tninment, seating, storage or a
play ares - then incorporate
these purposes into the design.
You can design the deck yourself,
use a precut deck kit or a pat-
tern from a book or you can hire
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adesigner.
When choosing the location of
your deck, attatched to your
di id

the deck.

Choose wood that can with-
atand the effects of the weather
such as d lumber,

house or f
the weather. Note the track of
the sun and make sure that your
location isn't too sunny or shady
during the times you'll be using
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redwood or cedar. To maintain
the color and quality of your
deck, pressurc wash it with spe-
cial deck cleaners annually and
stain or =eal it at
least evory other

building
your deck, always
nail the bark
aide up to reduce
cupping.

Because installing
decking can be very
labor-intensive, con-
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aider purchasing a nail gun,
which can speed up the process
and give your arms a reat.

To help prevent aplitting when
nailing the decking in place, use
blunt-nosed nails.

Fit the decking boards togeth-
er tightly. This will prevent gaps
from forming between the boards
when they dry out and shrink.

New decks should be conted
with stain as soon as the wood
will abaorb it.

*Failing to stain your deck is
like going outside in a rainstorm
without an umbrella - you'll defi-
nitely get wet and perhaps ill”
said Guy Bowman, a paint
dopartment manager at Home
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Depot. “While your deck won't
catch cold, it will cortainly warp
ond swell if moisture penetrates
the wood.”

Before staining, make sure the
surface of the deck is free of
water, oil, dirt and other foreign
subatances. Apply stain whan
tho weather is between 50 and
100 degrees Fahrenheit. Avoid
staining in direct aunlight or if
rain is forecast within the next
24 hours.

*“Maintaining your deck is ay
important as building it,” says
Bowman. “Damaged decking is
both unsightly an dangerous,
Wood rot, if untended, can
spread and affect good weod

nearby”

How do you know
if your deck is in
healthy shape.
Watch for signs of
damage to the
underlying struc.
ture. Examine sup-
port posts and joists
for signs of rotting or .
infestation.

MAPLE GREENS
Taturuags betached € pums

OUR PLANS
R WILL SUIT YOU
N TO A TEE!

From

- 2330 3q. 1t 4 bedrooms,
wate, 7 1/2 baths
age - from §199,900

4 bedvoorm, 2
2 1/2 cae garage, from $209,900

=
T

i course, chibhotse,
schools 2ad dowttown x7e2 27¢ just minukes svay

"Cf Dolo (elds |

vate SUE of 4g¥omplisbment

the ddeal kving emtronment for sclective home buyers.
Emdscape, wooded lots and

Choose b work wich one of seven brilders. Arbor

AND-

3 Bedroom Ranches
from $159,800

3 & 4 Bedroom Colonials

from $169,900

Call 810-619-9249 &2, Thaxtl

' ¥, Orion Schads. mlm%mm .
From Pyt 410 1 acro woodsd homesies. 1201 acre oding
$153.900 J A C Construction Company, inc. (810) 969-2869
B Over 20 years of excellence ¢ Brokers Protected  (m)
Plaase viak our -t
ity g
Jamie - GRAND OPENING
¥ 3 - Rades Comber:
ekl 11000 Abverdade Dx

Locaed i Troy!

TROY SCHOOLS
LIMITED OFFER ONLY 6 LOTS AVAILABLE. ..

THEY'RE GOING FAST!

Mkeo

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER'S
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You're going to love the range of

fistings. With a click of your mouse
you can find just what you're
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Is a service that definitely is worth
browse!
And if you dont have software that
will get you there, we can help with
that, too. just call us today and

ask about O&E On-Line!

ON-LINEL.

313-953-2266
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