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Lobbying group draws fire

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Unhappy trustees at Oakland
Community Callege fired another
warning shot across the bow of
therr chief lobbying group. the
Michigan Community College
Assacintion,
This board needs to look ot
the organizations we belong to
and the benefits we receive,” suid
trustee Sandra Rigres of Water-
ford, arguing against continued
<uppart of MCCA. “We talk about
bringing home the bacon. We're
spending the largest amount of
v and getting the Jeast

i

“MCCA bas made us o housce-
hold word.” replied trustee Anne
Scott of Ruyal Oak. For $23,000
in due
received §
mental state appropriation and
367.000 in telecommunications
stupport from Lansing.

The board voted 4-2 May 20 to
authorize Scott, ity MCCA dele-
gate, to vote in June in favor of
the new budget for MCCA.L a lob-
bying and cducational group
The split amounted to yet anoth-
er warming that QCC trustees
share Oakland County's general
view that they send more taxes
to Lansing than they get back

Suppoerting Scott's position

OCC grants
time off for 5

Five faculty members at Oak-
tand Community College will
recvive pad sabbatical leaves for
rescarch and education in the
vear ahead. The leaves were
¥ «d unanimously by the
OCC board

LeRoy Salowich, a 31-year vet-
erun of science at Highland
Lakes Campua, will study com-
puters and cducational technolo-
¥ to advance the teaching of
biclogry. He will be gone the fall,
winter atid spring terms of 1996-
7.

Ronald Pavlak, a 27-year
instructor in computer informa-
tion systems at Auburn Hills,
will do research on virtual reality
suftware and applications. His
work will enntribute to course
development in computer-nided
design and other high-tech pro-
grams. He will be gone three
semestors.

Michae) Kinney, a six-year
n of business administra-
tion at Orchard Ridge, will have
the fall semester to research the
use of the Internet “for distance
lezening. legal organizations for
delivery of services, and business
organizations for product infor-
mation.” He expects to develop
OCC's seminars on distance
learning.

Robert T. Plec, a 27.year
English instructur at Auburn
Hills, v:ill use the fall semester
to adapt and convert course
material into a “lab-based, net-
worked-computer system of
delivery.”

Christian C. Noordhoorn, who
has taught in communications
and humanities for 30 years at
Highland Lakes, will use the
winter 1997 scmester "to pursue
creation of a computer-based
interactive art appreciation
course, relying on 2 CD-ROM
format.”

Chancellor Richard T. Thomp-
aon said terms of the leave
require the instructor to make a
full written report at the end of
the leave and to remain with
OCC for at least a year.

Auch pact OK'd

The OCC board gave 6-0
approval to a formal, written
contract with George W. Auch
Co., construction manager for
QCC's multi-million-dollar reno-
vations.

The Pontiac-based firm will
plan projects, help select archi-
teets, ond supervise subcontrac-
tors during construction. The
contract expires at the end of
June 1997 and is renewable until
2002. Auch will be paid on the
basis of “nctun) expenses. . . in
connection with the individual
projoct agreements.”

The agreement details $37.5
million in work on five campusea,
the Pontiac Center and the dis-
trict office in Bloomficld Hills.

Among major projects will be
repairing building cracks, resur-
facing parking lots and
retrofitting campus lighting
($600,000 each) at Auburn Hills
and $10 million for modernizing
academic buildings at Orchard
Ridge in Parmington Hills.

Funds becama available when
voters in 1995 approved a prop-
erty tux hike of 0.8 mills for
seven years. The millage will
genorate $26 miltion for the OCC
budget.

;

were vice-chuir Judith Wiser of
West Bloomticld, Carol Crew of
Waterford and Janice Simmons
of Pontiac,

Voting no with Ritter was
Pamela Davis of Madison
Heights. Absent due to iliness
was board chwir Douglas Wake-
field of Southfield.

The June 10 vlection may give
a clue to OCC’s further purticipas
tion in outside organizations. Rit-
ter. secking a fourth teem, is face
ing a stiff challenge, Wiser said
the "new” bourd in July should
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review many memberships

Onklund County politicos of
both parties this year are moking
an issue of state government's
low peturn to county government,
courts, the road commission and
the community college.

QCC ranks next to last in per-
taxpayer returns fram the state
$15.40, sccording to the Senate
Fiscul Agency, or leas than 19
percent of the two-yeur college's
budget.

But the notien of quitting
MCCA is almost unthinkable,
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anid trustee Simmens, "It's like
Carol (Crew) and I, who are
nursea, not belonging to the
Michigan Nuraes Association.
lLaet's stop this nonsense, There's
a hidden agenda,” Simmons suid,

The board split 4-2 on another
matter _ o personal services con-
tract for Anthony D. Jursan,
retired vice chancellor who
served as interim chancellor last
winter after Patay Calkins was
summarily fired.

“I'm concerned that we're
bringing back another lnyer of

administration,” suid Simmons,
who with Scott voted no, Sim-
mone and Scott were the lone
supporters of Calkins during lnst
fall's battle.

Supporting the contract were
Ritter, Wixcr, Davis and Crew.

1t was turn-about from Inst fall
when Ritter's group criticized
Calkinu fur moking many person-
ul services contracts with retired
administrators,

The contract calls far consult-
ing Jarson at $70 an hour for up
to 80 hours per month from
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from split OCC board

March 19, the day he loft as
interim chancellor, through Junc
30, 1997.

Jarson is to assist new Chan.
cellor Richard T. Thompson in
teansition wark, budget develop.
ment, negotintiona with the fae.
ulty unian, linison with construc.
tion activities, advice to the
Chancellor's council, revising
board policy statements and
revising the state funding formu.
la,

Either party may cancel the
cantract with two weeks notice.
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