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Hellebores show a special charm

In September 1988 T
wrate  about the
Christmns Rose Helle-
bore  niger, and
received several nice
comments about that
column. Now it is time
to revisit the subject
and catch up an the
progress and experi-
ences I have had with
the Hellebare family.
Although September is
a good time to plant this flower, you
will probably be nble to find it more
readily this time of year.

1 did plant a Christmas Rose nfter
carefully considering where in my gar-
den it would best survive, nnd ! guess I
did the correct thing, because it has
been blooming for several ycars in its
allotted spot. I chose a aouth-facing
arca in front of evergreen shruba, and
sct same patterned bricks behind it to
hold the warmth of the sun and to give
it a backdrop when it bloomed.

Bloom time
Speaking of blooming, sometimes it

blooms in the wintertime - generally in
January or February - and this year it

didn't bloom until Enster time! But
bloom it did in splendid glory with
large “Aattish”™ creamy white flowers
that turned chartreuse when they
matured. The foliage is evergreen on
this plant.

Three years ago I was given some
tiny scedlings of the Lenten Rose, .
oricntulis, and planted them on the
north side of the house - a completely
apposite site from the Christmaa Rose.
They were so tiny, enly about two inch-
cs high (I had brought them from n
garden in Mobile - by permission), that
1 did baby them and watched over
them most carcfully.

‘This year they, too, bloomed around
the first part of Moy. The fTowers are
more bell-shaped than the other ane
and they have moroon stripes running
thraugh them. They nre also kmaller
than the lovely Christmas Rose but
have n specinl charm. Blooms of Helle-
boresa range in color - deep maroon,
pinks, rose, green and white. Seme are
varicgated.

[ wans at Fernwood Gurdens in Niles
in mid-April and both of these flowers
were performing beautifully at the
same time.

A ycar ago I bought H. argutifolius,

Lenten Rose: This bell-shaped Hellebore has a

another member of thia large family. {
was told that it probably wouldn't
bloom, but the folinge is quite distinct
and looks well alongnide the Christmns

) aaxy
special charm..
Rose. But that's why we jarden, isn't

it? To discover and learn about the
plants,
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Now 1/2 OFF!
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CALL 442-0120 DAILY 10-9 » SAT. 106 SUN, 12.5

Solld Oak 5 Pec. Dinette

$599 WEEK ONLY!

Family Owned .
Furmture Gallerues

FREE DELIVERY!
This pedestal-base 42" dia. solid
oak table features a spitl-resistant
Formica top, plus one 12" leaf
included! Set includes 4 matching
solid cak side chairs.
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MOVING OR REMODELING?

We specilaiize n selling ike-new
‘current decorative accessorias
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and home furnishings.
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