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Students plead for adult education funding

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
NTAFY WHITER

sSave adutt education, they said. Tweo
state Senators listened but far more legis-
litors need to be convinced to continue
funding

Adult ¢d students, teachers, adminis-
trators and concerned ritizens came from
Ferndale, Ook Park, and Southfield, but
woere unified in their pleas during a leg-
wslative  hearing held by Seaate
Demacrats Wednesday at Furmington
Hills City Hall

State Sen. Gury Poeters, D-Bloomfield
Twp.: chaired the hearing. He was joined
by state Sen. Ken DeBeaussaert, Do
Chesterfield Twp.

Adult education funding would be cut
from $185 millon tu $65 million in the
proposed education budget

That will likely affect people over 20,
who would not be able to ¢arn GEDs, take
high school completion classes, or become
proficient in English through atate-spon-
sored ndult ed programs.

Money would be better apent on job
training rather than high school diplomas
for ndults, Gov. Jobn Engler haa said.

Adult cducation is nbout second
chances, students said, Meney spent on
adult ed is returncd to the economy in
terms productivity and to the state in
taxes from improved wages.

“A very educated way to improve our
quality of life is to provide education to
sdulty so we can become role models for
our children.” said Vickie Knapp, 35, who
dropped out as u teen at Southfield High
and is currently enrolled in Farmington
Adult Education.

Trish Lesondak of Furmington Hills
testified she dropped out of schuol as a
senior to attend beauty school.

She works for Head Start for 12 hours
and attends high achoo! completion class-
es while raising three children.

“It was my father's dying wish for me to
complete my diploma,” said Lesondak, 32,
who hopes to finish high school by June
1997. *If funding is cut I will not look for-
ward to campleting this dream.”

*I appreciate having a second chance
and [ want others to have the same
chance.”

Other cchoed Knnpp's and Lesondak's
sentiments, if not emotionally than statis-
tically.

The $185 million spent on adult ed
pales compared to the amount used to
incarcerate prisoners, said criminal
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A Farmington resident chastised
Farmington school officials for
pouring out money when state aid

August Blomquist apoke out dur-
ing a public hearing on the Farm-
ington Public Schools' $129 million
Tuesdny.
Blomquint, who is a school board
watcher, was the only person who

poke.

Much of the 5-percent increase in expenditures
are one-time costs asgociated with starting new
programs, schoo! officials said.

H The general fund budget calls for $108.8 millien
in revenue and $114.3 million in expenditures. The
$5.4 million difference will be made up from the

Farmington High's restructuring ($1.7 million)
and connecting the district to the Internct ($2.47
million) are included in new expenditurea.

Farmington cxpecta to see a $113 increase in per
pupil spending, which is below the rate of infla-

“Tell me why do you think we should keep going
and spending more than we can possibly get in
operating income?” Blomquist asked.

defense attorney and Hills resident Carl
Christoph.

An odult education official ¢cited anoth-
or statistic: Peoplo without high school
diplomaa earn 70 percent of the wages of
n person who did graduate.

One person testifying was not swayed.

“Let's atop the rhetoric and get down to
the numbers,” said Bill Lubaway, who
described himsclf as an overburdened
taxpayer.

His commenta werc followed by those of
a woman, 36, who said she was illiterate
and a high school drop out. She's 4 1/2
credits away from a high schoal diploma
ond carriea an A-B average.

She held up an envelope containing a
report card as proof.

*I think that young lady just sold you

on the value,” said Ruth Foster.

PTA hosts
candidates

Farmington PTA Council
in hosting a Moot the Can-
didates night 7-9 p.m.
Wednesday, May 29, at the .
Lewis Schulman Adminis-
trative Center, 32500 Shi-
nwassce.

The forum will allow
people to meet candlidates
for the June 10 Farming-
ton achool ctection. Ellen
Bauchard, Priscilla Brouil-
lette, Monica Schultz and
Joe Svoke are vying for
two open seats on the
Banrd of Education.

B ‘Tell me why do you
think we should keep
going and spending
movre than we can pos-
sibly get In operating
income?’

August Blomquist

Critic questions school spending
despite state cuts in funding

A panel of community and
school people has been formed
to took into cost containment
for the district, trustee Dave
York said. The committee in
expected to give a report to
the board in November.

Some 20 teaching positions
will be added along with 1.5
paraprofessional positions,
That follows 12 full-time and
eight part-time positions

added to the district payroll in last year's budget.

“When you tatk about cost containment, I think
you're going to be running into cost reduction,”
Blomquist said. *And 1 think it's very cruel.

“At the present time, if you don’t do some of
these things, you hire people ... you'l be firing peo-

ple within several years.”

Maxfield said.

Many positivns added last year were for staff’
training purposes. Attrition over time should be
able to absorb thoac positions, Superintendent Bob

A healthy fund balance of $26.5 millim; has

allowed the district to add programs now instead

officials soid.

of Jater when they would be more coatly, school

*Sa it all makes sense to us,” Maxfield said.
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0 Golfers Everywhere.

'w, Low-Cost,
Tome Improvement Loans.

At These Rates...Golf Will Have To Wait.
You Better Do The Work Now!

Right now, at Cradit Union ONE, we're Improving
your home impravement plans. And you have the
freedom 10 choose (he low-interest loan that works best
with whatever homae improvament plans you have.
Call your noarest branch or the Member Canter o apply.
Sorry about the gol!.

TomcPius Equity Loan

Onc-For-All Loan
1 %

Admioiatsstive Otfices
45C E. Ning Mg Road
Fomdata, M) 45220
0103981230
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‘Wesitard 31-425-1520

Remember

with warm hearts
the many

who have made

the ultimate sacrifice

in the name

of freedom.

Wae are closed today in honor of Memorlal Day. ;
Shop with us tomorrow during our regular hours.

Jacobsons

LAUAEL PARK PLACE » NEWBUAGH AND BIX MILE » LIVONIA
MONDAY THROUGH FIIOAY, 10 AM TO @ PM. BATURDAY, 10 AM TO 6 PM.

SUNDAY, NOON TO B PM.
PHCNE: 801-7896 ¢ FAX: 0R1-0227




