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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Supports Broulllette
would like to express my support

-for Prigcilla Brouillette for Farm-
ington School Board,

‘T have known Priscilln for cight
years, in which time [ have worked
with her in many community activi-
ties. From these activitics, I know
Priscilla to be an intelligent, hard-
working leader with particular exper-
tise in the growing flslds of computers
and information technology, so vital
far the preparation of our young peo-
ple for the future,

Morcover, Priscilla has o deep com-
mitment to the education of our chil-
dren and to Farmington Public
Schools.

. She would be an outstanding addi-
tion to the achool board.

Deborah L. S8chueneman,
Farmington Hills

Trusts ‘Prill’
BKia letter is in aupport of School
Board candidate Priscilla Brouil-

lette.
I trust Prill with my most impor-
tant assets, my children. I also trust

Perpetual tug-of-

ince 1789 there has been a tug of war

between the federal government and the
sates. It has resulted in a Civil Wer, the
New Deal and now the welfare reform siege.

The same tug of war goes on
between Lansing and the local units.
“T'was over thus, "Twill always be
thus.

As the state House passed a school
aid bill, Rep. David Jaye, R-Macomb
County, won support of an amend-
ment to penalize any school district
10 times over for spending money on
a chauffeur for the i d
Any district? Only Detroit is dumb
enough to do that.

Several years ago, the Legislature
wrote a $1 for $1 provision to discour-
age Detroit from chauffeuring it
school board members _ it would lose
$1 of state aid for every $1 apent an
chauffeuring, Detroit failed to learn
the lesson. It spent nearly $60,000 on
such transit for Superintendent David
Snead last year and sacrificed

Merging transit systems can
benefit both labor, business

A nybody who takes a look at the Help Wanted

ads of this newspaper
knows the obvious: There ia a labor shortage in
Michigan today, especially for jobs that pay $6 to

ion in the classified

$8 per hour.

- Equally, anybody who takes a look at the
Iabor force statistics in the city of Detroit
knows the obvious: There are lota of people
who want and need work, but who don't have

joba.

- 8o how como folks who live in Detroit and

work,

* That's what public transit — busses, trains,
dubways - is all about in mest metro areas
dround the country. Cheap, reliable trans-
portation lubricates tho workings of the ibor
market, moving the peaple who want work
back and forth from the places where they

live to the jobs in other locations.

* And one of the striking thinge about the

need work don't fill the job openings that are

guing begging in the suburbs, just a few miles
away? Simple. Regardloss of motivation, they
don't have cars and can't get to and from

Prill's abilitics to work toward solid,
T ble decinions as d rated
by her track record as parent volun-
teer at Hillside and Dunkel schoals,
hor corperate experionce as well a8
her entroprencurial background as an
owner of o successful software compa-
ny.

Lisa J. Weeks,
Farmington Hills

Priscilla: ‘A gem’
J ewpla appear in many shapes,

ib and sizes. i
they are guite rare with priceless
value. People, too, have special quali-
ties, and I'd liko mention one very
apeciat gem: Priscilla Brouillette,

Priscilla will be running for the
school board clecticn on Monday,
June 10. She deserves a seat on the
achool board simply because she lives
and breaths school issues on a daily
basis.

Priscilla’s gentle demeanor compli-
ments her undorlying assertiveness
and determination to make Farming-
ton Public Schools ono of the finest
school diatricta in the nation.

$60,000 in state nid. Jayo showed us
an sudit.

I beckoned Jaye to the aisle and
told him he understated the dnmage,
which was actually $120,000-_
$60,000 for the chauffeur service plus
$60,000 in lost aid. Jaye agreed my
math was correct,

It was a major loss, even for a big
district like Detroit. With $120,000 it
could have paid for teachers, suppliea
and space for 23 pupils ($120,000
divided by $6,163 per pupil). If work-
booka cost $10 apiece, it could have
bought 1,200 workbooka.

Anyway, Jaye's new amendment
would penalize a school district $10
for every $1 epent on chauffeurs, or
$660,000. “The idea isn't to penalize
them,” Jaye said. “The idea is to get
them to quit dein’ it.”

Lotaa Juck. One thinks of a former
Detroit mayor's heavily-armed body-
guards and the shoeshines a congress-

1 havo had tho honor of working
side by side with Priscilla profession-
ally over the years at Dunckel Middle
Schaol. In addition to her many school
committees, she is also an active par-
ent member of the School Improve-
ment Team meeting.

Priscilla is a leader and a listener.
Upon learning & new issue, her line of
questioning and obtaining informa-
tion geared to learn the i

‘Ignore AIDS’

n the April 25 article regording

AIDS, no mention was made as to
how the AIDS virus is passed from
victim to victim. Lest some have for-
gotten, AIDS is gbtained from the
sexunl experimentation between the
BaMC BCX.

While there are a few heterasexual
people who fall victim to the “dis-.

amount is impressive to say the least,

On the other hand, frequently com-

mittee members learn and appreciate
her expertise and interest on topics
inig from fund 1 academi

ease,” overwhel ly the victims are
primarily males who explore their
homosexusl feelings.

‘Thus, one can recognize that AIDS
i not like the discases that normally

goals to the latest advancements of
technology in the schoola.

Priacilla outshines others in areas
of loyalty and dedication. Numerous
oceasions enter my mind of the
amount of timea she has volunteered
to help. She has given generously of
her time to work with children of all
ages, not just her own kida. Priscilla
does these deeds of kindness and gen-
crosity simply because sho cares ...
about children,

Karen Halberg,
Farmington Hills

M RICHARD

woman from Detroit demands from
her staff, and one wonders if Detroit
will learn,

Two other incidenta occurred with
the universities' budget:

* Sen, Bill Schuette, R-Midland,
tacked on an amendment that deduct-
ed aid to universities that pay bene-
fits for employces' "domestic part-
ners.”

* A Jaye amendment orders uni-

befall individuals who occupy the hos-
pitals and homea for the terminally
ilh.
Heart disease and cancer being the
first oncs on any list, are brought on
by the normal lifestyle or by living so
long as to bring about the diseases.

. Discase is the normal enemy of life.

AIDS, however, is a disease which
derives from enjoyment of abnormal
activities, and if the abnormal activi-
tics would stop, so would AIDS.

Sadly, it is difficult to stop pleasure
even if AIDS threatens their life.So

war prevents a revolution

out of their union contracts.

Chief target is the University of
Michigan; secondary target, Wayne
State Univeraity.

Here, however, the Legislature's
power over the purse strings is weak-
er. The Michigan Conatitution (Art.
VIII) says, "The power of the boards of
institutions of higher education. . . to
supervise their respective institutions
and control and direct the expendi-
ture of the institutions’ funds shall
not be limited by this scction.”

Later: "Each board shall have gen-
cral supervision of its institution and
the control and direction of all expen-
diture from the institution's funds.”

The Legislature is entitled to "an
annual accounting of all income and

penditure” by the universiti ut
there's nothing in the constitution
about reducing an appropriation once
it becomes law.

they continue and pressure Congress
and the State Legislature to preserve |,
their “lenger ond fuller” lives.

Like many, one of my best friends
was a victim of AIDS. He waa social,
bright and unmarried. And 1 argued
with him until his death, that AIDS
was o “cursc” but not o discase, and
did not deserve the attention that we
were giving to it.

Although a seli-imposed tragedy,
AIDS was far down the list of prob-
lems that the citizens should be giv-
ing their undivided attention,

Nationally, heart attacks kill -
approximately 500,000 per year,
while cancer kills approximately
520,000 per year. AIDS kills 24,000,
yet here is a newspaper scction devot-
ed to AIDS. .

If AIDS has its own section, then
perhaps we should have portions set' ¢
aside for heart attacks and cancer
also?

The ratio of heart attacks-cancer to
AIDS is 40:1. Is that not sufficient

Ignore AIDS. Heart attacks and
cancer are far, far deadlier.

Michael Drissman,
Farmington Hills

Detroit schoola and U-M? A school
district is a creature of the state; the

state created it, and the state can \
nbolish it; it's subordinate to the  «
state. U-M was created by the peopla
through the constitution; it has a fair
amount of autonomy; its officials refer «
to it as a “coordinate” branch of gov-
ernment. .

The genius of American govern-
ment is that it is neither totally cen-
tralized nor totally local. The reault
has been a constant tug-of-war, but
never a revolution, because we are
forever adjusting.

The American system may not last .
forever, but my hunch is that it will
set a world's record.

Tim Richard reports on the loca

What's the dilference bet

8 of atate and regional !

veraities to bargain o=

He's right. It's not only siliy, but it's
expensive and hurts businesses
whose growth is belnd hindered by
tack of labor. . .The timing Is to try
to get a merged transit system In
place before the mlllage expires in

They’ll meV@r :
believe you bought it -
for the warranty.

Dotroit metropolitan area as compared with
thers around the country is the Jack of public
tnass transit. Whether it’s because the nuto
companies conspired in the old days to climi-
nate busses and traina in order to push car
sales or because population densitics in
southeastern Michigon are too low for good
transit economics, I don't know.

- But I do know that tho growth of our
regionsl economy is being stifled by tho con-
tinuing mi teh | job availability
and labor mobility.
~ That’s why the news coming out of the
weckend meeting of the Greater Dotroit

August 1969.

Richard Knufman.

He's right. It's not only silly, but it's expen-
sive and hurts businesses whose growth is
being hindered by lack of labor.

That's why arca business leadera are hop-
ing tho experiment in consolidated routes will
result in an integrated transit systom for the
entire region. The Greater Detroit Chamber
has sot up o task force that is preparing a -
regional transit plan for releaso late this sum-
mer. The timing is to try to get a merged
rogional transit system in place before the

illago that supporta SMART cxpires in

Chamber of Commerce meeting on Macki
Inland was so encouraging. Officlale runnlng.
the region's two often-quarreling masa transit
gystam — SMART, the suburban bus system,
and the Detroit Department of Transporta-
tion (DDOT) - announcod they aro working
on coordinating their sorvices.

August 1889,

*It is our strong belicf that n regional (mass
transit syatom) is key to the continued eco-
nomic dovelopment and job growth in south-
castern Michigan,” said Claudin Borry, direc-
tor of regional government relations for the

hamb

> The idea is to start by one
route — running up along the Woodward corri-
dor - by this summer and add other merged
routoes — John R, Gratiot, Van Dyke, Grand
River, Jefforson and Fort - Jater on. “We have
many timos in a dry where SMART busses
drive by peoplo walting to get on & DDOT bus
and the SMART bus is not full, but thoy can’t.
It's silly” sajd SMART Qenoral Manager

‘
'

She's right. Providing n consolidated mass
transit systemn for the entire region is one of
thoso rare ideas for which there are enormous
benefits and virtually no labilities, It's a good
idea whoaso time has come.

Phil Power is chairman of the comp
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