|

The Obleruer/TuunSDAY’ JUNE 6, 1996

(FA21

1 The Great Race roars into town
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fom McRac I8 8 man in o

hurry.

Thia day, he's barreling up
Wovdward Avenue in Birming-
ham-at the wheel of a 1838
Buick race car _ hand made and
lovingly restored _ speed limita
and yellow lighta be damned.

~This is a car,” McRae
exclaims, geaturing to tho pass.
ing Nissans, Chevys and BMWs,
*These people don't know what
they're misaing.”

Part car lover, purt ndventur-
er..McRac is exceutive director
and chief spokesman for The
Great Race, an automotive event
coming to Southficld on Thura-
doy-June 27.

MeRne was in town this week
to promote tho event, n crosa
country nuto race featuring some
200 autos of 1810-43 vintage.

The Texan's own life story,
told in the race program, ia one
of spiritual rebirth, of kicking
alcohol and drugs through a
strong faith in Ged.

Mt the thrill of the open rond
holds o quasi-religious appeal of
ita own.

“] was nlwaye o car guy,” he
snid, Fecounting the hours he
whiled away in calla as o young
boy, peering at automotive
brochyren instead

of sghool boaks.

Mako that an old car guy.

“Ney cars might be better, but
they're a caceon of leather and
plastic.”

The rush of cold air around
the Buick’s open cockpit, the
speed, power and roar of the
engine, the look and feet of the

Botsford Center for ealth
Idprovement and the city of
Navi arc sponsoring the sixth
snnual “Run for the Health of 1t*
8

L ;xm, featuring an 8K run,
5K lk and 8K wheelchnir

glenming aluminum and chroine
vehicle nround him explain his
feelings better than words,

Southfield will bo ona of 14
overnight stops for this year's
‘Tacama-to-Toronto race,

Since its inception 16 ycars
age, racers have stopped in o
number of cities both humble
and great.

“We were the only moving traf-
fic on south Manhattan Island
the day of the Bintue of Liberty
Centenaninl. We were also the
first outside event on Main
Street in Disneyland,” an event
McRae likons to “getting on the
Vatican grounds™

Crowds hove ranged from
60,000 or 'more at big city
overnight etops to *about 1,000 -
everybady in town” in some of
the short dnily pit stops that
allow racers to refuel and repair
their cars.

Being in metro Detroit to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of
the American automobilo is a
special treat, McRaso acknowl-
cdges, .

The Great Racc has paused
through Michigan before, stop-
ping in
Flint a few yenrs back when
Buick waa a chief sponsor. But
thin iu its first cver stop in the
American automobile’s ancestral
home.

For the record, car lover
McRae is a little miffed more
inn't being made nationwide of
the anniversary.

“Just look nt the impact the
automobile has had on
American life and how important
it's been to us,* he said. “We talk
about freedom, but look at the
freedom the automobile has pro-

in Novi,

Held on a rolling, out and back
course through the Novi Town
Center, race day highlights also
include corporate team predic-
tion relays, awards and many

evon| part
by bogh competitive and noncom-
potilife athletes.

Thcvents atart ot 8:30 a.m.
at th: grenter, 49750 Grand River

purticipant gi

The entry fees are $14 for the
8K und wheelchair races, $10 for
the 5K, $50 for the four-person
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» Nion. thru Fri. before 1:00p.m.
~2:18 Holes & Cart  $45.0!

2218 Holes & Cart _ $30.00

Specials
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[EREE Hot Dog°
o with coupon 7y

‘Pebble Creek Golf Club
24095 Currle Road, south tyon (81004 37-541 1

vided.”

It's that freedom, nnd the
thrill of the apen road, that moti-
vates race participants who'll
travel along boek reads and
without mopa.

The $260,000 in prize money
to top finishers ian't bad motiva-
tion, either. Computitors vie for
cash nnd trophies in categorien
for pre-1920 vehicles and cors
specifically built for racing.
There ia nlso n prize for firat-
time participants,

It costs race participants as
much ns $12,000 to compete,
McRaoce snid, but the payoff ia
groat for winnors and losers
alike.

“If you can show your car
made it through the Great Race,
immediately its price shoot right
up,” McRae said. “You can tell
the warld your car runs.”

McRae ond his Dallas-based
staff of 10 work year-round to
plan the race routs, line up spon-
sors and call attention to the
race. This year's signature apon-
sor is Corel Corp., 8 Canndian
computer software company.
Chevy Trucks is its main Michi-
gan-bnscd sponsor.

Drivers themselves come from
all over the world, Cars come
from makers both familiar and
forgotten.

Expected entries in thin year's
race include a last-of-its-breed
1910 Knox race car, built to per-
form at a then-unheard of BO
miles per hour with the best pre-
WWI technology America had to
offer.

“You'll know it's here,” McRac
said, lnughing. “You can hear it
a couple of blocks awny.”

Run planned ‘For the Health of It’

team relny, and $10 for the kids
half-mile run (8-12) and 200-
yard dashes (5-7).

T-shirts are subject to avail-
ability and race proceeds will
benefit Novi Youth Assistance.

For more information, call
473-5600.

1:00 & 3:00 FM,

STAGE NEAR CROWLEY'S 4

wicked queen and of course...

The Children's Entertainment Company
Presents

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
SATURDAY, JUNE &

Henry K. Martin
Artistic Director

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfe tells the story of the lovely princess
who must flee to save herself from the evil designs of the wicked queen. A
queen so wicked that she will stop at nothing, NOT even the old poison
apple trick, In order to rule once again as the fairest in the land

With the aid of seven little men and a handsome prince, who Just happens
to arrive in the nick of time, the princess Snow White is able to foil the

EVERYONE LIVES HAPPILY EVER AFTERI
HEIGH HO FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
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(810) 476-1160
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An Oft-Brosdway, Protasslonal Theatre in West Bloomfleld
presents
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HELD OVER -
Y A Laughter Filled Comedy
by

104

ANDREW BERGMAN
Of *Blazing Saddles” Fame

Directed By ROBERT GROSSMAN

"FREE] Bring Dad on Father's Day as JET's Guest ¥
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ICRETS FOR THE;FRICE OF
AARON DE RoY THEATRE
Jowish Community Center o 6600 W, Maple Rosd » West Bloomfield

TICKETS (810) 788-2900 or

(810) 645-6608
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o two emergencies are exactly alike.
So all emerﬁ:n:y care shouldn't be
the same either.
That's why we designed and
quipped our emergency d to handle
evrrytjﬂng from minor accidents to life-
threatening Injuries. If there are any questions
about he seriousness of the emergency, a
specially trained nurse is on hand to evaluate
the situation and direct you to the appropriate
level of treatment.

And whether you're a walk-in patient or

require critical care, you'l receive the same
uick and personalized medical attention from
octois who are specially trained in emergency
medicine.

Our emergency care is backed by the
resources of a full-service hoapital, it's avail-
able 24 hours a day, ever{hfay, and it comes
with the understanding that minor probl
shouldn't result in major expenses ... . good
reasons to go to St Mary Hospital for sudden
{llness or inw. Fot more information calt us
at (313) 464-WELL.

Because when it comes to family emergen-
cies, the speclalized care we offer is no
accident,

St. Mary Hospital
36475 Five Mile Road
Livonia, Ml 48154
(313) 464-WELL
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