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C;Iimber copes with tragedy in Mt. Everest expedition

BY GREG KOWALSKI
BTAYT WRITER

1t woe bitter cold 400 foet
betow the summit of Mt, Everest
or. thp Nepal-Tibot border whero
3 fiold Hills busi an

ond fttorney Louis Kaslechke
was woighing a decision that
would mean the difference
betwdon life and death,

To 4urn back would be to lese
perhl?)l hia only chance ever to

“reach’the summit of the world's
talledt mountain. To go on would
be to Yisk death.

Sthrved for oxygen, frostbitten
and numbed by sub-zero temper-
aturcll, he struggled to choose.

*1 lboked into myeclf. 1 always
was 4 person who was signifi-
contly guided by instincts.
Someghing told me this risk was
o bad,risk,” Kasischke snid.

Opge ogain his instincty
provag true. He turned back to
the base camp, Five of his com-
panions preased on.

And they died in what was one
of the!worst disasters in the his-
tory éf climbing Mt. Everest.

L

Scated in hin office at Dykema
Goasett low firm in Bloomfiold
Hilla threo weeks later, the only
visible reminders of the ordeal
wore Kasischke's bandaged fin-
gertips.  One remains painfully
black and swollen.

What is nat visible is the emo-
tionn) toll the loss of his friends
has had on Kasischke, “One of
the things I've been trying to
sort out is what all the lessons
are from this,” Kasischke said.
Why did he survive, he nsked.

“Wos it luck? Common sensc?
Intuition?” There's o meaning
here, he said. He just doesn’t
know what it is,

What is clear is what hap-
pened.

An avid mountaincer, Kasis-
chke has been climbing for about
20 years. He's conquered the
highcat peaks on cvery conti-
nent, except for the biggest: Mt.
Everent,

A yoor ago he heard of an
expedition being formed out of
New Zealand. Kasiachke applied
and was accepted to the expedi-
tion made up of 10 climbera (rom
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" BUSINESS MILESTONES

. Thls column highlights promo-
tioiis, transfers, hirings, opcnings
and gther key business ncws with
Farnjington-area connections.
Sendya brief biographical sum-
mary, - including the towns of

ond public relations. Kero is
based at the company's corporate
headquarters in Farmington
Hilla, She will be responsible for
media placcment and advertis-
ing, and will oversee all outside
print and advertising vendor

residgncy and employment and a
photo, if ible, to: Busi
Editer, Formington Observer,
33414 Grand River, Farmington
48336, The Observer's fax num-
berin(810) 477-9722. ‘
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Farmington Hills resident
Merrill Miller is heading up a
new'division of CRA Managed
Care/ Miller will be responsible
for &precr counseling and out
ment services for firms
ting personnel reduc-
Miller a graduate of Michi-
gag, State University, and North-
western University. He has been
affitinted with CRA Managed
Carg,in Bingham Farms for the
past four years as  case manag-
er and aupervisor of vocational
rebabilitation services.

Byjrns & Wileox, Ltd., the
jonal firm of underwriting
gers and insurance bro-
kers, has named Jeonne Kero
aa fpw director of advertining

Kero replaces former
director Beverly Ward, who
retired Morch 31, Kero previous-
ly ran her own graphic design
firm in Ann Arbor.

8heri R. Collins of Farming-
ton Hills has been named to the
Michigan Sales and Service, Spe-
cial Market Department at Blue
Crosa/Blue Shield. Collins joined
BC/BS in 1992 and held the posi-
tion of sales trainer, Soles and
Market training.

Murder, Mystory & May-
hem Books & Collectibles, for-

Now Zealand, Cannda, Hong
Kong, Japan, Auatralia and the
United States, and 16 sherpas,
who'are local guides,

Ho spent a yoar training,
doing cross-country skiing, run-
ning hills, and stairs and liRing
woights.

The expedition arrived nt Kat-
mandu, the capital of Nepal, in
March. They marched 60 milea
through the Khumba Vailoy to
Mt. Everest.

Basc camp was catablished on
April B at 17,600 feet at the foot
of the Khumba Ice Falls.

~The Himaloyae are an unbe-
lievable place. It is great to be in
& place I've read about and stud-
ied for years,” Kasischke wrote
to his a wifo, Sandy. He faxed
her updates on the expedition
nearly daily.

But all was not right. “Deep
snows are creating prablems,” he
wrote. “The ynks carrying our
gear to base camp can't move in
deep snow.” And he was suffer-
ing from atomach paina.

But the expedition progressed.

“Yesterday weo climbed to

Robert K. Steinberg
D.CPA.CER

19,500 feet through the notori-
ous Khumba Ice Falls. Statisti-
cally o high portion of fatalitics
have occurred in the ice fall,
Crossing wide crevasses and
climbing vertlcal walle of ice
took nll my concentration.”

Camp Onec was established ot
20,000 feet, Camp Two at 21,600
feet and Camp Three ot 23,000
fect.

" *It is not so much about climb-
ing Mt. Everest as it is about
surviving Mt. Everest,” he wrote.

‘The climbers progressed.

Camp Four was eatablished at
28,600 feet, about 2,000 feet
below the summit.

Poised for the final asaault,
the group was stuck at Camp
Four because of bad weather.

Around 8:30 p.m. on May 9 it
improved, “We concluded it was
clear and calm,” Kasischke said.
Going for summit was a “reasan-
able shot to take.”

The anow and ice reflected the
moonlight, giving plenty of light
for the climb.

The sun came up at about 6
a.m., and Kasischke had reached

South Peok, a amall summit 300
feet below the tap of Mt. Everest.
But it was there he could ge no
further.

“I wook off my gloves to scoop
up some snow for water. All my
fingers were frostbitten. 1 could
aco they were looking pretty
bad”

Five other members of the
party went on. Then the weather
turned bad.

A blizzard ripped across the
norrow ridge between South
Peak and the summit.

Of the five that went on, three
froze and two fell. Only one man
made it back and he waa scrious-
ly frostbitten.

By the time Kasischke reached
base camp he was snow blind
and unable to see for two days.
The expedition survivors were
soon rescued.

~Emotionally, it didn't register
until I got back to base camp and
was out of danger,” said Knsis-
chke. “Then I began to think.
How coutd this happen?”
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Climbing: Louis Kasischke
makes his way up the
slope of Mt. Everest.

Mitchell R. McCann

Novi Hilton

FREE DINNER

TUESDAY, JUNE 11th
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM

21111 Haggerty Rd.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19th
12:15 PM - 2:30 PM
Longacre House

24705 Farmington Rd.
FREE LUNCH

SATURDAY, JUNE 22nd
9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Novi Hilton

21111 Haggerty Rd.
FREE BREAKFAST

mally in Livonia, has reopened
in Farmington under new owner-
ship, The new store is located at
35167 Grond River in the Drak-
shire Plazn. The store’s specialty
is mystery, espionoge, horrar
nnd suspense books and acces-
sories.

Please Call Cynthia at $10-848-1114 or Fax 810-848-1118 o Reserve Scating.
RESERVATIONS FOR THE WORKSHOPS ARE NECESSARY. SEATING 15 LIMITED TO 50 PER WORKSHOP.
Steinberg & McCann Financial Group, Ltd. isa Registered Investment Adviser.
Robert K. Steinberg is a Registered Principal and Mitchell R. McCann is a Registered Representative
Securities offered through FSC SECURITIES CORPORATION, a Registered Broker/Dealer and Member

Why is she
smiling?

more times free.

Where can you find a bargain like that, these days?

She's smiling because she’s placing an Observer & Eccentric classified ad and
knows that if someone doesn’t buy her sofa in three tries, we’ll run her ad three

Now is the time to look around the house, garage, basement, and/or attic and

find those things that you don’t use anymore, but someone would just love to

" . give a new home.

- Call us today. Our classified staff is on duty from eight o’clock in the morning
until 6:00 at night.



