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‘Cops in Shops’ targets underage drinking

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFY WRITER

The advertisement hos an
underage boy trying to buy beer
when o plain-clothes police offi-
cer asks him for some identifica-
tion.

*I'll te}l you what,” the officer
aays. “I'll go first,” He then
shows his badge and arrests the
youngster.

That procedure will become n
reality as Farmington Hilla
police are try a new approuch to
nn old problem beginning Friday
and for the reat of the summer.

Fridny morning at 10 a.m.,
owners and managers of many of
the city's stores licensed to sell
alcoholic beverages will gather
at city hall to learn about the
“Cops in Shops™ program. The
programn targets people less than
21 who attempt to buy alcohol
and adults who buy alcohal for
underage drinkers.

=We are the first community in
the tri-county (Wayne, Macomb
and Oakland) nrea to initiate
this program,” said Farmington
Hills Police Chicf Bill Dwyer.
“Aren teenagers will find it
tougher than ever this summer
to buy alcohol in Farmingten

co.officers moay be pos
a9 store employeées:’

Hills.”

Hilla police began conducting
liquor stinga beginning in 1986
as a resuit of several drunken
driving accidents involving
underage drinking. That opera-
tion involved having a decoy,
usually a police cadet age 19 or
younger.

Under the sting method, the
cadet would attempt to buy alco-
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Slow down and watch
for children when you drive.

B ‘I think most of the
store owners have
made a lot of efforts te
stop selling to under-
age buyers.’
Bill Dwyer
—Hills police chief

hol and would leave if the clerk
asked for identification, If the
youth were served, the clerk was
tickoted and the establishment
would face possible ponaltics
from the state Liquor Control
Commission.

Dwyer said although that pro-
gram had been effecting, drunk-
en driving arveats and underage
drinking are again increasing.

“I think most of the store own-
ers have made a lot of efforts to
stop selling to underage buyers,”
he said. “But we think this will
be moro effective because it puts
somo of the penalty on the
buyer. OULLs (drunken driving
arrests) are up statowide.”

The participating cstablish-
menta will have o plain clothea
police officer in the store to make
sure the customers are of legol
age. The stores will also have
wigns warning patrons that
police may be posing as store
cmployces.

In addition to the officers in
the stores, a uniformed officer
will be in an unmarked car near-
by to apprehend any adult who
buys aleohol for underage
drinkers.

“This is a new concept,” Dwyer
said. “It's geared toward coopera-
tion between the store owner,
the police and the public.”

The program will be totally
paid for with $10,000 of federal
grant money administered by
the state. The overtime, posters
and other coats will not require
any match from the city.

Debbie Sovage, alcohol pro-
gram coordinator for the Michi-
gan State Police, said Mount

Pleasant is the oaly other com.
munity in the state to have initi-
ated the program.

“What we like is that it gets

the community invelved,” she
said. “You have the court, the

licenned establishments and the !

people all involved.”

Dwyer snid the department'a
sting operations of the past 10
years, which were publicized
thead of time, wound up with a
low of zero and & high of 78 per-

cent of the establishments in vio-

Iation.

*The licensces frequently feet
thoy are tho main target of

liquor enforcement and applaud .
the opportunity to discourago :
and charge minors and adults

who frequently jeopardize their
raputation and liguor licenses,”
Dwyer said. .

Adulta who furnish alcohol to
minors or minors who illegally
buy or use false identification
can be charged with misde-
meanors ond fined up to $500.

Two recent deaths have been
attributed to drunken drivers in
Farmington Hills. .

In September of 1995, o 13-
year-old boy was killed while nd-
ing his bike along 10 Mile, The
driver was
manstaughter and drunken dri.

convicted of .

ving resulting in a fatnlity. On :.
May 6, a Colorado woman was -
killed while riding her bike o1 .

Freedom road. The driver faces .

charges of drunken driving
resulting in o (atality. :

“Nationally, drunken driving .
accounts far about 56 percent of -
traffic fotalitics,” #nid Hills Traf<:”

fic Division Supervisor Sgt. Den:

nis Green. “That goes up ta’

about 80 percent ot night.”

&  Limited to only 20 residents
per building, resulting ina
bigber level of privacy and
personalized care.
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A new community
created exclusively for
early Alzbei mer’ care

® Designed fo create an atmospbere

8 Aspecially trained staff provides
comprebensive support o enbance
the quality of life of our residents.
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Locstion: Bicentsnntal Park on 7 Mile batween Mewburgh and Farmington Roads.
Tryout fiakds ars numbers 4.5, and 6 st The North (back) side of the Park.
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Sponsored by Botsford General Hospital Emergency Department
Botsford Is a full service hospital with Board Certified/Residency Trained Emergency Speciailsts on staff
Emergency care is available 24 hours every day. Urgent Care is open 10:00 am to 11:00 pm, 7 days a week.
28050 Grand River Avenue » Farmington HIlls, M1 48336-5933
© 1995 Soukxd Genenal Hospitsh

All piayors must wear shin guards covered by socks.
waler, and inflated soccer ball clearly ldom!?lvod with Bring
playar's name.




