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History from page 10

but the histary of this enchunting club
dates back almost BO years to two
deteemined young men and wame
rulling: Michipgan furminaed.

Joseph Mack, the proprictor of 5
printing businvss, and Norval
Hawkins, u sales manager for an nuto-
mobile manufacturer, purchnsed the
Miller Farm on Maple Road as a renl
estute venture. The pair then discov-
ered the magic of golf and decided 10
convert the land into o polf course.

Muck and Hawkins formed a club
and suld the land to the membership
at cost (there were 140 members who
paid $250 each to join). Onkland Hills
Country Club eventually held its first
meeting on Oct. 16, 1916 and Mack
was clected president.

Runss, the renowned goll course
architeet of the carly 20th century, was
also retained. And starting in 1917 he
built the Seuth Course around what
are now the 10th und 11th holes.

The South Course was formally
apened on July 13, 1918. A large, red
burn stoud on the et side of the first
fuirwny, the two-story Miller Furm-
house served as the first clubhouse _
there were showers and 100 lockers in
the basement _ and un old chicken
coop functioned as the pro shop for the
course’s firat golf professional, Walter
Hagen.

Early in 1922 members voted to
build o clubbouse for $275,000. When
it was completed in August of that
year, the cost had ekculated to
$650,000 and members were solicited
far oxtra funds in order to furnish the
Caloninl-style structure.

The original clubhouse bad accom-
madntions for 48 overnight guests, but
it was common for members to wtay at
the club for weeks at n time. Some of
these guest rooms were retained until
1968 when o mujor second-floor reno-
vation wis campleted providing addi-
tional space for the club's growing
membership.

The Spicer und German farms,
directly north ncroks Maple Read,
were purchased in 1922 to add another
18 holues. Work was completed on this
North Caurse in 1823 and play began
in 1924,

The North Course was operated o a
second caurse for members for the first
several yenrs, except for major tourna-
ments like the U.S. Open when it
serves as n parking facility, During the
depression years it wok turned into n
semi-private club before Robert Trent
Jones redesigned it and reverted it to
its ariginal status us a second private
caourse for Onkland Hills at the begin-
ning of the 1969 season.

The Maple Road “barrier” that sepu-
rated the North and South Courses
was eliminnted by the construction of
an arched, aluminum pedestrian
bridge, The connector, which was dudiv-
ered alrendy nssembled and crected in
less than three hours, measured 210
feet lang. 11 feet wide and weighed
40,000 pounds.

As for this yenr's tournnment, the
South Course will play ut 6,974 yards,
22 yards less than it did for the 1985
event. The 18th hole will also play us o
465-yurd par-4, 15 yards longer than
in 85,

Caddys, from page 18

The 38-year-old Clarkston resident
hns been working at Oaklaond Hills
gince 1972 and has had the opportuni-
Ly to caddy in the last five major
events hosted by Oakland Hills.

In 1972, at the tender age of 13
years, Betts got his first taste of the
big tournaments life when he caddied
for Tommy Aaron in the PGA Champi-
onship. The excitement grew through-
out the tournnment and culminated
with a 17th-place finixh by Aaron

“Back then, it waa the last tourna-
ment in which the players had to use
the locn! caddyn,” explnined Betts, who
grew up in Southficld and would ride
his bike to Onkinnd Hills to work as &
caddy. “It was really exciting. They had
A lottery drow and they would choose
the name of one of the golfers then
pick a caddy to work with him. It got
pretty exciting when they called the
big names like Nickluus and Palmer.
s something I never forget”

Betts also caddivd for Dan Sikes in
the 1972 PGA Championslip, Dow
Finstersenkl (Arpald Palmer’s collepe

room mate) in the 1981 Senior Open,
Jack Nicklaus during the practice
rounds of the 1985 US. Open and for
Jim Allred in the 1991 Senior Open.

“It's heen pretty exciting and I've
been very fortunate,” added Betts,
“They have oll done fnirly well. They
have ali mode the cut and gone on to
make some moncy.”

Betts began working a8 a caddy at
Onkland Hills in 1972 and was the
Caddy of the Year in 1974 and 1875,
He joined the staff ot Onklond Hills
in 1977 and has been a staff member
ever wince. Betts became the Caddy
Master in 1991, He is currently in
charge of all outside operations includ-
ing cart operations, bag drops, the
rapger program and the caddy house
for the kids,

“We're separate fram the golf pro”
expluined Betts. “Everyone has to go
through wme to et on the golf course. 1
sot nll the carts and caddys. We have
£0,000-plus rounds a year with 13- to
14,000 guest rounds xa it Kerps us
very huny here”

Considering investing in a Rolex?

Here are four good reasons to purchase your Rolex
from an Official Rolex Jeweler:

« Yau can be absolutely
certun that you are
getting an authentic
Rolex.

* You'll get a Rolex i
warranty with our
store's pame on it,
backed by the
renowned Rolex

A qu....,.' .
service network.

fah el s b
» If you ever decide to add anything to yous Rolex, such as a diamond dial

and/or bezel, you can be certain that only genuine Rolex parts and
accessories will be used.

« You wilt get the expert service only an Official Rolex Jeweler can
provide.
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