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Program focuses

Denise Jenk-

rtcm—in4 i3 0 pro in
CADLE the C L

tionn Biz.

Besides hosting

Metro Detroit

Speaks on STAR
87 FM, sho in nn
avid INFO TV.
12 producer. A
heartrending
conversation 1
had with her
recently,
brought to my
attention her
latest venture to be aired on our
community TV channel,

‘Penise Jenkins knew for a
long time there was a good ren-
aon why people shouldn’t wait

MARY LINDA
CALDERONE

till they wore 40 to have kida,
But she wasn't exactly aure why
_ until tast year,

Somecthing happened to her.
As she describes it “the difficult
decision to put an aging parent
in n nursing home toogk me on an
umotional roller conster. It wos
one of the most horrendous rides
1 had ever taken in my lifetime.”

1 kind of clicked then, "Oh, My
God,” she says, “what if 1 would
have hnd young children at
home to raise?” Luckily, she has
grown children so care for the
aging parent wasn't oa demand-
ing as it could have been.

But it was atill rough. She
described to me how she had
taken her mother-in-law in. This
is n woman she loves dearly. Yet,

she just dido’t have the strength
to care for her. When she fell,
Denise couldn't physically help
hor up. Nor did she have the
proper equipment at home to
take care of her.

Yes _ it wans an extremely diffi-
cult decision for her to make.
But it was even harder to admit
to horself thut she just couldn’t
daitall,

When she looked around her,
she saw many of her friends and
acqueintances in similar aitun-
tions _ dealing with aging par-
ents, dual carcer marrioges _
and day care for smnll children _
ali the assorted and sundry
itema life hns dealt us “baby
boomers” in the 80s.

Based upon her personal expe-

Candidates for prosecutor’s job
square off in inaugural forum

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFY WRITER

Dr. Jack Kevorkian, plea bar-
gaining and the infamous cor-
ruption probe into the Oakland
County sheriff's department
deminated the first campaign
apcounter between the two can-

M It's time for tough
Justice, not tough
talk.’

David Goreyea

—challenger

didates vying for the Republi
nomination for Oakland County
prosccutor.

. Incumbent prosecutor Richard
Thompson and challenger Dovid
Gorcyea compnred philosophics
and traded barba as they shared
the same pedium for the first
time in the campaign at a candi-
date’s night sponsored by the
Blgom{icld Republican Women'n
Club Monday.
1t wasn't a debate. But the
exchange provided a beginning
basis for comparing the two can-
didotes, and scveral people who
attended said they wnnted more
joint appearances. .

Gorcyca and Thompson are

vying in the Aug. 6 primary. The
winner will face Democratic
challenger Steve Knplan of West
Bloomfield who is unopposed in
the primary.
‘Goreyen, a former Ookland
County assistant prosecutor who
has a home in Royal Oak and &
1aw office in Bingham Farms,
storted his presentation with
some background ~ and then an
attack on the incumbent’s perfor-
mance in office.

“He'’s a 1980 graduate of Birm-
ingham Broiher Rice and 1988
graduate of the Detroit College
of Law. He was on assistant
prosecutor from May 1988, until
July 1990 when he went inte pri-
vate practice. He's currently o
city commisaioner in Royai Oak.

The incumbent’s “mismanage-
‘ment and failed policies” have
been costly, Goreyea charged,
wasting a8 much aa $1 million in
tax dollara. He accuned the
Thompson of incorrectly promot-
ing an appenrance of being tough
‘of'crime.
~"“He (Thompson} talks about n
conviction rate of 98 percent,”
Goreyca said, referring to the
incumbent’s claimed success
rite. But according to his review

3¢ Ouokland Circuit Court
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records, Thompson's conviction
rate ia closer to 61 percent, Gor-
cyca snid.
“Jt's time for tough justice, not
tough talk,” Gorcyca snid.
Thompson, who was chief
iatant . Brooka P:
before being elected prosecutor
in 1988, is secking his third term
in office.

“I'm running on my record,”
said the Clarkston resident who
graduated from Staunton Mili-
tary Academy in Virginia in
1955 and Wayne State Universi-
ty Law School in 1964.

Since being elected, his office
has handled more than 47,000
felony cases, Thompson said,
with a conviction rate of 88 per-
cent. He has performed his
dutiea using the rule of law as
his guide, Thompson said, “I've
enforced the law without fear or
favor and without regard to the
‘celebrity status’ of any defen-
dant.”

He has been mare successful
than any other prosecutor in
enforcing Michigan's “drug-lifer”
law, he said, referring to the
state's toughest-in-the-nation
laws ngainst possessing or deal-
ing controlled substances.

At the same time his office has
initinted, or helped initinte, spe-
cial units to den] with drug tral-
ficking, child sexual assnult,
domestic violence and auto theft.

The question and answer peri-
od dealt with a variety of issucs.
Here are some of the topice
raised and the candidates’
responses:

* Kevorkian, the retired
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pathologist now living in West
Bloomfield, camo up scveral
times, with Thompson insisting
he had little option and Gorcyca
insiating the incumbent's han-
dling was o sign of bad judg-
ment.

Thompson reiterated what he
has said earlier about prosccut-
ing Kevorkinn, nomely that in o
aation of laws, he had little
option. He doesn't consider the
popularity of any law before
enforcing it, he said, apparently
mindful of public opinion polls
showing many residents [avor
the availability of the apparatus
for assisted suicide. “Public opin-
ion is fickle,” aaid Th

on dealing with aging

rience, Denike docen't think we,
as a society should feel guilty
concerning these socinl dilem-
mas,

When she was going through
all of this trauma, the nightly
news reports concerning senka-
tional storics on nursing homen
and dny care places just didn't
help either. It mode her feel even
WOrse,

That's when she made a per-
sonal commitment to produce,
along with the help of Govern-
ment Production Coordinator,
Kevin Southers, a special
episode of “Coffee and Conversa-
tion” on INFO TV-12 dealing
with Baby Boomers stuck in the
middle of both nging parents and
young children _ and making

critical decinions for both.

This specinl cpizode of “Coffee
and Conversation” will air on
INFO TV-12, Mondays at noon
in June. Should you miss the
program, rememher Friday is
Viewer's Request Day on INFO
TV-12, Call 653-7303, ext. 261 to
request the show.

The next SWOCC mecting is
Tucsdoy, June 11, ot 4:30 p.m. in
Farmington High School and
OCC vin I-NET.

The next CAC meeting is
Tuesday, June 11, at 4:30 p.m.
nt the SWOCC office.

Mary Linda Calderone is the
Community Qutreach Coordina-
tor for the Southwestern Qak-
tand Cable Comunission.

arents

B ‘Somothing hap-
pened to her. As she.
describes It “the dif-
ficult decision to put
an aging parent in &
nursing home tock
me on an emotional
roller coaster. it was
one of the most hor-
rendous rides | had .
ever taken In my iifs-
time.’ oy

Farmington
CARPET

===
o 5@“ P !
' off compons
1 Any Purchass !
s 25yardsminimum !
| Goodforone month !
‘. ExpiesTB0s: _ !
. Huge Inventory Of
Quality Campet

+ Thick Plushes

* Hedvy Berbets

+ Commercual Carpet

» Plus 100s of Remnants

Everything In Stock

Ay
$795 $ 95
3 10 14 per yd.
172" Re-Bond Pad - $1.95 yord
-~ Save on Armatrong Vinyl-

» Fast, Expert inetatiation

1n January 1991, after murder
charges against Kevorkian were
diamisaed in Clarkston District
Court, he had asked the Legisln-
ture to enact appropriate laws
againat assisted suicide, Thomp-
son said. When their cffarts were
ineflective, he was left with little
option but to enforce the existing
law.

Gorceycn criticized the incum-
bent for severa) aspects of his
handling of Kevorkian, the man
who eaid he relishes thé nick-
name “Doctor Death.” He won
particularly eritical of
Kevarkian's last two triols, both
of which laated for weeks before
ending in acquittal.

“The issue of nssisted suicide
should be decided in Lansing,”
Goreyca said, “not in circuit
court.”

The prosecutor should have
prosecuted Kevorkian in another
monner, Gorcyca insiated, such
an appealing the dismissal of
murder charges tin Clarkaton
District Court) and enforcing the
injunction issued by an Oakland
Circuit judge that prohibited
Kevorkinn's participation in sub-
sequent nesisted suicides.
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