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Life's lessons: Farmington's
adult-education students cele-
brate their second chances./A3

Trial date set: The first-degree
murder trial of two men accused
in a deadly Farmington Hills fire
last December is scheduled. /A%

Retall roundup: Minnesota’s
retailers share their secrets for
dealing with the competition —
the Mall of America./10A

Tourney hopefuls: North Farming-
ton and Merey were hoping to
advance beyond the regional
tournament phase Saturday./1C

Auto report .. D Obits AB
Christian singles  C5 | OnLioe Al
Classifieds B-D | Police & fire A4
Crossword " B7 | Personal Scene cs
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Weary voters
to have say in
today’s election

%v LARRY O'CONNOR
BTATY WRITER

Election day haa arrived — but will the votera?

Something less than a stampede is expected at cight

arca precincts aa residents decide who will sit on the
Farmington Board of Education and the Ookland
Community College Board of Trustees. Polls nre open
1 a.m. to 8 p.m today.
" Efien Bouchard, Priscilta Brouillette, Monica
Schultz, and Joe Svoke are vying for two open seats on
the Farmington School Board. Nine candidates are
campaigning for the 0OCC bonrd.

A turnout of 2,000 voters is expected, a Farmington
Schoal spokeswoman said.

That prediction is usually based on the number of
absentee ballots taken out.

As of Friday, 232 AV ballots were requested with
160 returned.

A small number of AV ballot requests coupled with
o Senate clection o week ago could mean somo
precinct workors will be twiddling their thumba
rather than tabulating ballots.

[ know there was a littlo confusion,” said Cheryl
Cnnnon, assistant superintondent for Businces and
Finance, which oversees the school clection. “Peopls
were ealling tho city for our ballots. A couple of them
wero mailed to the city and we had to get them.”

Turnout in last year’s school clection was 4,800 vot-
ers. Howover, OCC wan asking voters to n{:pmvn n
millage. Money issucs tend to bring people to the
polla.

«We don't have n monoy {ssuo this time,” Cannon

suid.
" Instead of getting their measage out, candidates
have been caught up in explaining Gov. John Engler's
decision to hold a special electlon to fill the 15th Dis-
trict Senate seat.

“It concorns me...."
*geveral peoplo have sald to me,
polls; Why do [ have ta go ogaln?”

Candldates are unsure how a low turnout will affect
their respective campaigns.

«1'm kind of hoping far my grasaroots support to
turn out,” Priecilla Brouillatte said. “Ita kind of tricky
with the election (Tuesday) and our election (today).
I'm hoping they remember to voto.”

Said Bouchard, who fives in the Woat B

Candidate Ellen Bouchard said.
‘I just went to the

fiold

' 1530 Buburben Communications orparatin

Und;rage drinkers beware

ing. Tho new
Shops,” already
. o1 ple.

LLIAM COUTANT
WRITER
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Farmington Hills police hope a
now program will put teoth in
efforts to stop underage drinking
and results,

And before it oven atarted, somo
business awners hnd already been
s0ld on tho “Copa in Shops” pro-
gram. Police bogan the pregram,

2 Local police will go undercover this sum-
mer in an attempt to stop underage drink-
rogram, called “Cops in

is o hit with business peo-

which will run over the summer,
Friday night. .

Hills Police Chief Bill Dwyer out-
lincd the program bofare about 70 of
the 100 or 80 owners of liquor storen,
bars, restaurants and other ostab-
Jishments that acll aleohol. Flanked
by officers who will admin{eter the
program, City Attornoy Steve Meads
and Farmington Public Schools

Diroctor of K-12 Education Don
Cowan, Dwyer oxplained tho pro-
gram made possible by o $10,000
federul grant.

“We've cortainly had our prob-
loms,” sald Dwyer about violaticna
where alcohol was involved.

He cited polico dopartment statis-
tics that showed drunken driving
arrests up 34 parcent, injuries from
alcohol related accidenta up 36 per-
cent, arrests of minors in possession
of alcohol up by 113 percent and
liquor law violations up by 24 per-
cont from 1994 to 1885,

The “Cops in Shops” program,
which was begun by the non-profit

Cuntury Council, poys for training,
overtime, gigns and other expenses.
The counnil is supported by brewers,
distilleries and vintners,

The program sllows departmenta
ta place a pluin tlothes officer in an
establishment. If an undernge per-
gon nttempts to buy alcohol, the offi-
cer can make an arrest. -

“Thia redirects the focus of the law
to the individual who tries to illegal-
ly purchaso alcohol,” said Lt. Chuck
Nebus.

Nebus said a person of age who
buys for a juvenile can be fined up to

—————"""Bco COPS, AZ
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Farmington gets more power from.

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
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- Thare's talk rodio listeners who
tuno into Dr, Loura, Rush Lim-
baugh and the Sports Babe, but
there's another talk fadio listener:
Those with polico scanners.

Anyone with & polico sconner
knows there'a morc squawking on
city-run radio waves thon at n
bingo hall, but it's hardly idle chat-
ter. Real life emergencies are
broadeast.

Scanners are populnr items,
especially among older customets,
snid nn cloctronics store salesman.
They run $120-$250 and vary in
channel capacily, said David Boyle,
who works ot Radio Shack on
Grand River Avenue in Farming-
ton.

City of Farmington opcrates on
four frequencies: Police (155.41501,
fire (164.0560), Depurtment of Pub-
He Services (156.7300), nud Michi-
gan Emergency Patrol aystem
(155.8660).

When a resident phenes in with
an emergency, n public safoly dise
patcher can immediately relay the
nivsauge to a patrol oflice on the
siceet while the eadlee is still on the
Yine. ‘That nllows offirets ta respond

quicker.

in order to keep the airwaves
buzzing, the cily replaced one of it
rooftop antennos, which had

beeome corroded.

This particulor antenna serves
the DPS, whicn also plays a role in
responding to emesgencics.

“They do report o lot of stuff”
Deputy Director Michael Wiggins
sgid. “Like residents, they see
things like accidents. Except they
have access to u radio and they'll
contact us.

“The reception should imprave.”

A static radio has alwaye been
tho hum of police work,

Tho “Oue Adam 12" commu-
niques with their plionetically read
Jicense plates und numarically
regited crimes in progreas bore o
1 all its own.

Depanpwit'a antenng’

AN

Anyone who likes TV palice drm.
imas or who haa a scanner knowo
the differenco botween a 7-Eleven
and o 2-11.

House hopeful targets crime

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STATY WRITER

Andrew Racrkowski won't ever be
accused of boing wishy-washy.

The Farmington Hills resident
and busincssman is making hia secc-
ond run for the stato House of Rep-
resentatives nnd leaving no stone
unturned in his bid to replace outgo-
ing Rep. Jan Dotan.

#
STATE HOUSE RACE

Roczkowski, 27, narrowly (61
votes) lont ta Dolan in tho 1994
GOP primary in the 37th District,
which includes just Farmington and
Farmington Hills.

This time the U.8. Army resorviet
will face threo competitors on Aug.

6: Cathy Webb, Linda Jolicoeur and
Torry Sever.

*I'm the only one to challenge Jun
Dolan when sho started voting in a
liberal way,” said Raczkowaki, who
owns Mainlino Communicntions, n
markoting and printing company
that works with small busincsses.

——=""Boc RACIKOWBKI, A2

Andrew Roczkaweki

Election events

ning

clection.

Aidnt.

he election for state senator in the 16th Dis-
trict in history — with Willia Bullard win-
the office. But lots more election activitica
are planned before voters troop to the polls for
the August primary and the November goneral

8 On Wednesday, June 12, it will be *Burgers
with Steve,” a fund-raiser for Stave Dibert, o
Democrat candidate for the 37th District State
Houna race. Tha svent wiil ho held 8:30-7:30
p.a. at Cowley's Old Village Inn on Qrand River
in downtown Farmington. A $28 charge will be
asked. Call 315-8008 for more inforraation.

W On Wednoaday, June 19, the four Republi-
cann in tho 16th State House race will meet in &

portion of the Farmington achool district: *It depends
who goes.”

—y

forum spo:
Area Jaycees, The ovent,

d by the Farming
beginning st 7:30 p.m.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

at tho Farmington Hills City Hall, 11 Mile and
Orchard Lake raads, will be cablecast live on
local-necess cablo TV and rebroadcast nevernl
times before the Aug. & primary. Republican
candidates are Linda Jolicoour, Androw
Raczkowski, Terry Sover and Cathy Webb.

Food distribution revived
¢ haoa been over n year since the Qakland Liv-
ingston Human Service Agency (OLHSA) hna
distributed frev food for the Emergency Food
Asnistance Program. Now the federal govorn-

duct two din
ington Hills
Food will

Anyono w

Farmingto

ment has authorized fund and resources ta con-

a.m, to 2 p.m. that date from St. Alexander's
Catholie Church, 27836 Shinwassee.

tored may do mo nt the site by bringing Social
Security cards for houschold mombers, verifica-
tion of household income and photo ID.

Htemn for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Furmington Obscrver, 33411 Grand River,

tributions — including one in Farm-
on Tuesday, June 18.
be distributed to the needy from 10

bo is income cligible and not regis-

n 48335; faxed to 477-9722; or

dropped off at the newspaper office. For the com-
puter litcrate, the Interncet E-mail addresa:
packyoconline.com.




