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Decisions at hand for voters in OCC board race

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

To candidatea, it bas been the
hottest Oukluml Community
(.U“\L,I. ruee in three decades,
rr turnout will
show llu\\ v ed the public is
nbout the polities of the last six
months, While voters pick local
school board cundidates, they
alsa will eleet two tr 10 the
OCC board from o ficld of nine
candidates,

Court to

BY l.s.qu HUMPHREY
STAFF WIITER

\hnd\ Johnson of Bloomfield
ip left a deposit with
h-Evans for carpeting,
but when she called back to add
the stairs to her order, she was
told she would ha e to make a
second deposit. That's when she
became concerned. Eventually,
further calls to the troubled com-
pany went ununswered,

In the aftermath of consumer
complaints, the Oukland County
prosecuting sttorney and the
attorney for Beckwith-Evans
respanded to the com-
ng thair actions are
. oodt of the public,
wrding to Chief Assistant
E’nnuumr Lawrence Bunting,
the prosecutor’s oflice logged at
least 15 calls last week from
Oakland County residents who

Voter interest has varied in
the last 14 years from a high of
99,714 in 1982 to n low of 42,401
in 1984. Last year's property tax
specinl election drew 76,768 to
the polls.

Chicf topic of converaation has
been last fall's firing of Chancel-
tur Patsy Calkina. Incumbent
Sandra Ritter of Woterford led
that charge. A slate of Jeanne
Towar, u publishing executive
from Royal Oak, und retired

OCC fuculty member John Wan-
gler of Beverly Hills has made
Ritter and the firing their chicf
inaue.

James Doyon, a former Oak-
land County commissioner from
Huntington Woods, has avoided
tulunx sides, positioning himself

have deplored the damago to
OCC's image.

Leas has been heard from
Ellen Forguson, a teucher and
coach who lives in Bleomficld
Hills and who confessed to being
sorry she ran; Morguerite
‘Walker II, a Royal

as a “peacemaker.” Dr. Mark
Sullivan, a dentist who lives in
Oakland Township, nand
Lawrence D, Kohl, an attorney
who lives in Farmington Hills,

Ook attorney who atarted out
with claborate research and
then discontinued appeara

ond Jan Mack, a former student
from Waterford who failed to

make any of the three public
forume and didn’t have a cam-
paign picture.

Politically, here is the lineup:

Supporting Towar and Wan-
gler nre a bipurtisan team led by
the Republican county exceutive,
a present and past GOP county
chair, a past Democratic chair
and lawmakers from bath por-
ties.

* Although membors of
OCCFA, the faculty union, voted

againat making an cndoracmendy:
an informal group of activists in
the MEA affiliate hos activély’
supported Ritter, o momber 9l
MEA. Also supporting hor is
David Wakeficld, board presi-
dent, who is retiring aa trusteo,

s Kohl picked up endors
menta from some Democrat
friends.

Polly will be open until 8 p.t:
Two winners will serve gix ymr
terma without pay.

oversee proceeds of Beckwith-Evans auction

together had left more than
$12,000 at the carpet store as o
deposit. Yet, the carpeting was
never delivered and the meney
was never returned before the
company cloged.

Since then, the list of paten-
tial victims has grown to 76 with
losses totaling $62,137. “And we
expect more people to be calling.”
Bunting said. *If anyone has con-
cerns about this, they should call
(810) 858-1055.

Harvey Babcock, the Farming-
ton Hilla-based attorney for
Beckwith-Evans, suggests that
people who have made a deposit
and not received their carpeting
contact the court assignee: Stan
Bershad, Assignee for the Bene-
fit of Creditors, 4000 Tawn Cen-
ter, Suite 1200, Southfield,
48075,

He will send them the paper-

AAUW seeks book donations

The Birmingham Branch of
the American Association of
University Women is collecting
huok donations for its 69th
wnnual book sale in September.

Donation  sites  are  at:
Dammon's, 20600 Southfield
Road, Southfield: Dumman'’s,
6650 Telegraph at Maple |
Bloomfield Hills; Farmer Juck
Jocations at 55¢ Road
Birmungham, ? Maple
at Lahser. Bleamfivld Township,
and Croaks and South Boule.
vard in Auburn Hills: Hollywood
Market locations at 2670 West
Maple, Troy, and 605 south

Opdyke, Auburn Hills; Kroger
locations at 725 East Maple at
Hunter, Birmingham, and 3200
East South Boulevard, Bloom-
field Hills; YMCA, 500 East Lin-
coln, Birmingham; Vie's Fruit
Market, 31201 Southficld at 13
Mile Road. Beverly Hills.

The AAUW is seeking dona-
tions df salcable hardecover and
paperback bock, but no records
or magazines, For home pick-
ups call 1810) B51-8351, 644-
5163 or 335-8308.Procceds are
used for scholarships and local
programs.

work to get their carpeting or
their money, Babeock said.

Bunting suspects the initial
calls resulted from carpet buyers
who had scen a Beckwith-Evans
notice of nuctian in a publication.
The carpet company closed on
April 26, one day after incorpo-
rating under the name of Interi-
or Management Group, Inc., said
the prosecutor's office in a press
relense.

Babeock deniea that Beckwith-
Evans incorporated under a new
name, calling that announce-
ment “absolutely incorrect,”

The carpet company scheduled
an auction of its nasets for June
4. County Prosccutor Richard
Thompson obtained an Onkland
Cnunty Circuit Caurt uuuncuun.
atopping the auction and enjoin-
ing Beckwith-Evans from dispos-
ing of asscts. The injunction was
later dissolved, allowing Beck-
with-Evans to proceed with the
auction. Sale proceeds will be
under court control.

“We are taking these steps to
try to insure that the citizens of
Oakland County are protected,
and have an opportunity to have
their money returned, before
this businesa and its assets dis-
appear,” Thompson said.

Babcock said the injunction
actually could have hurt those
who poid the deposit and
received nothing in return. “Had
the injunction stuck, Beckwith-
Evans would have been evicted
and *hose people would have got-
ten nothing. Beckwith-Evans,
and their carpet, would be out in
the middle of Maple Road.”

“I understand and Aympnlhlze
with their position,” anid Bab-
cock about the people who pnid

I You're a Man,

the deposit. “But nobody cheated
anybody. Nobody took the moncy
with the intent to defraud them.
And our goa! is te raise ns much
money ns we can get to get the
carpeting to everyone who paid,
or to get their money back to
them. We want to mnke every-
ane hoppy.”

Babeock admitted, however,
that there is no guarantee every-
one will recaup everything they
fost. “But aside from mvmg peo-
p!e their money back, we're try-
ing to work out a deal with
another carpet company to deliv-
er their carpet.” Becauae the
plan has not been authorized by
the court, Babeock would not
release the name of that corpet
company.

The prosecutor’s office alao
claims Beckwith-Evana was
doing business as Floorscapes
and Prosource Wholcsale Floor
Covering. Babcock admits the
ogents of Beckwith-Evans do
have an interior decorating busi-
ness but that business has

o!hmg to do with Beckwith-
Evans.”

Wendy Johnson is one of 76
people who called the prosecu-
tor's office to tell their carpeting
story. She handed over a $400
deposit to the manager of Beck-
with-Evans’ Troy store, at 156
Mile and Livernois, last April.
The total purchase price was
approximately $800.

“It was half the price of the
carpeting. That scemed unusual
that they would require that
much mioney down, but that is
what they wanted,” she anid.

After leaving the deposit, she
called the manager o number of
times to mnke sure everything

was running smoothly. “They
come out right away to mensure.
And when [ cafled them to find
out if the carpeting was in stock,
they said, ‘Your carpet is in stock
*" she said. “Then when I called
a couple days later, the manager
wouldn't even take my calla,”

Two daya bofore the store
closed for good, Johnson called to
speak with the manager again
but was directed to a salesper-
son. I wanted to add the stairs
to my order,” she said. “And the
salesperson told me they would
need another deposit, That is
what got me suspicious.”

She called the stare again two
days later only to find no
answer. “It would just ring and
ring. Then I drove up to the
store, and saw the lettor,” she
said.

The letter said Beckwith-
Evans had closed temporarily.

She called other Beckwith-
Evans stores, one in Westland
and one in Redford Township
and one in Clinton Township.
The voice message referred her
to the Troy store, where she had
originally bought the carpet.

As Troy city attorncy, Peter
Letzmann hos no authority to
puraue Beckwith-Evanas, 2o he
referved callers to the Conaumer
Fraud Division of Oakland
County.

*My concern is I want to try
and help Troy residents as best I
can,” he said. “Orders and
deposits were taken right up to
the point of closing their doors.”

Babcock reasoned that Beck-
with-Evans employees were not
privy to the principal's decision
to close, and were doing business
na usual. “They did not know
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that they were going to closg,”

snid Babcock, who admitted thu
atores were having pmblema
“We could not get tho carpeting
{from the carpeting warehouses).

Bockwith-Evans morked i
50th anniversary 8o how could t’
fail now? “They just couldn’t
make it,” said Babcock. “They
just ran out of money.”

That in diamaying to Johnsen,
a single mother of two young
children, “I'm just hoping to get
my $400 back. I work very hard,,
for my money, ond [ just want it
back.”

Babcock said it could take up
1o eight months to distribute the
money.

An Oakland County Cu'cull
Court assigneo could begin dis...
tributing mongy ta creditors and
debtors this fall, following o
June 11 auction. A June 6 court
order permits the company to
hold the auction, but stipulates
aill proceeds will be deposited
into a scparate interest-bearing
account under the Junldlcunn;ut
the court.

“We are liquidating everys
thing, the carpeting, the truc!
the cquipment, the racks, thu
samples . . . to the bare wulf—r
snid Babcock.

Aside from creditors nhn:
banka, the city of Troy may cafiz..
tend for funda {rom the compa-
ny's assets. Beckwith-Evans
owes more than $4,000 in 1966
property taxcs, according to tho
city assessor's office.

“The principals of Beckwithn
Evans have tremendous person-
ol linbilities . . . in the hundreds-
of thousnnds,” said Babco
“They have tremendous liabi
ties . . . for taxes alone.”

You May be At Risk.

Talk to your doctor about
prostate cancer. Your prostate
is a smll glénc! located at the base
of your bladder. Many men don't
even kmow they have a prostate or
that prostate cancer is common,
especially among older men. ln
fact, prostate cancer is the leading

form of cancer in Michigan.

What ahiould you do?

1f you're between S0 and 75 years
old, ask your doctor if you should
be tested. Have this talle when you
tum 40 if there is prostate cancer
me' PRICI

AS1OW
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in your family or if you're African
American. And if you experience
pain or discomfort when you

urinate, sec 8 doctor right away.
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