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Filmmakers t

BY JOUN HORN
AP ENTERTAINKENT Wi

LOB ANGELEB (AP)
Cyclones, terrorists and Demi
Moore nude. Could there bo a bit
too much testostorone In Hotly-
wood thess days? Yes, suy sover-
ol filmmakors who considor
women a target audlence, not

are “Moll Pianders” (June 14),
MOM’s account of a porsovering
orphan in 18th-contury England;
“Courage Under Firo” (July 12),
20th Century Pox's friendly flre
drama that puts Meg Ryan in a
Qulif War foxhole, and
Paramount’s “First Wive's Club”
(July 28}, an ensomble story of

Just the peoplo tagging dutifull;
olong with movlegoing husbands
und boyfriends: A smnll harvest
of new films lv aimed at the 51
percont of the population nat
always sorved by the typlenlly
manly summer movies,

“Poople in Hollywood say,
‘Girlw don't go ses movien,’
thay stop making movies for
them. And then it bocomon o
self-fulfiliing prophesy: Girls
don't go ese movies bocnuse
there aren’t any movies for
thom,” sayn Jim McKay, the co-
writor and director of the inde-
pandent movie “Qirls Town”
(opening Aug. 8), which follows
three deeply loyal high-school
clasamates,

“But I think wo underesti.
mate people _ and we are con-
stantly underestimating the
audience.”

The summer movie avalanch
begnn with two blockbustors _
“Twlister” and “Mlssion: Imposai-
ble” _ atocked with lota of boyish
actjon wcenes and little empa-
thetic fomale charncters, Holen
Hunt's starring role in “Twister”
is overshadowed by funnel
.clouds, and Emmanuclio Beart in
no more than n benchwarmer in
“Misslon: Impossible.”

Sinco ell but ono of the major
atudios are run by men, it's not
surprising that most of this sum-
mer's faw women-oriontsd
movies come from outside the
studio system, Three excoptions

Controry to conventiona] wis-
don, “Woman make much more
of thoso decisions about what TV
shows aro watched, what movles
will bo soen,” says Ed Zwick, tho
director of * ournge Under Firo.”
‘Tho movie oxplores not only bat-
tlefield heroism but alwo tho
emerging insue of women in the
military (Bhannon Faulknor
won't be the 1ost Citadol cadut}
and the dynomica of male sol-
dicrs under o woman's com-
mand. Co-starring Denzol Wash-
ington and featuring plenty of
guns and ammo, "Courage
Under Fire” will be marketed as
a complox story with equal
apponl for men and women.

“] think the studio will go to
great lengths to describe it as n
drama of character,” snys Zwick.
“It's not a war movio. It's much
more than that,” Zwick says,
noting that in early rescarch
acreenings womon “aro motu
connected” to the movie than
mon.

Pen Densham, who loesely
based his film, “Moll Flandors,”
on Danje! Defoo’s novel, nays he
wantod to make a movie In
which henesty can be chivalrous,
whore 1 difficuit lifo journey can
be spiritually uplifti *1 don't

arget women

(0/¢*) B3

horoes without using violence to
achiove that goal. Moll Flundern ™
fu o woman who does Lhe bus
she can humanly do to love nnd
protect tho people around her™ -
Bovera) of the filma cateringg to |
women examine the real:life tri
als of adoleacence und the :
promise (and disappointmant) of -2
young love. In place of car chiua
o8, exploding buildbugs and -
malo-fantasyseductions, thesn
filmn are about universal experi
enco, not Y-chromosume
pyrotechnics. s
Tho well-observed script for
McKay's *Glrls Town" nprung
from months of improvisation
with young uctressps. Writer-
director Todd Bolondz's “Wel- -
come to the Dollhouse® (upening -
wider June 7) portrays n wildly -
unpopular schoolgirl with you. 1
were-thers nuthenticity. And in |
the movle version of Juyce Casol -
Ontes *Foxfire” (July 28), five .
young women divcuss their lives
and futures with vivid candor.
MOM originally schedualed
“Moll Flanders™ for March, but
scnwed tho film might do hetter
guing toe-to-too with nctivn films
in the middle of summer. After i
barrage of “Twiater,” “Misnion:
Impossible” and *The Rock,”
MGM decided, *“Women might
any, ‘It's payback time, Now J get
to see ‘Moll Planders,' ™ nayn
Larry Glenson, MOM's dintribu-
tion chief. Ho estimated nn tmany
on three-quarters of “Mall Flan-
ders™patrons will be womin.
Producer Simpaon hopen that
“Foxfire” ml{]hl nppenl to nn

want to muke movies that ars
destructive, ] can’t make movies
where you say this guy's a hero
becauws he's kilied 200 people,”
Deonsham sayn, “Women can be

COMING ATTRACTIONS

10 open Friday, June 14
*CARLE SUY*
When sn LREUKpECting < obio subscriber
sccopte the offer o few froe movie chan-
nets from on oveteager instalies, ho has
1o [des ot what he's just invited Info his
life, Comedy stiws Jim Correy, Matthew
Broderick a0 Lashio Monn,

SCEMETERY MAN™

Opening e«clusively atl the United
Artists Oskiend, Dased on tha italien
comic strip about ebout a grovediggar
who Is mare at @ase with zombios than
humpn beings, ond finda himee!f coping
with the caod nung from their groves.

Scheduled ta open Fridey, June 21

“ENASIR*
Hao's 80 olito federal macahal who “oras-

1 by action filmn
and bared by Olympic basket.
ball, boxing and badmintoen.
Bays she: "Maybe not 1l of these
kids are going to be glued to the
televinion.”

83° the pasts of JB0POrdIzed witrieascs
to safaly relocats them. Now, hi's eluna
#0d must protect a maving target who
stands 1o uncovat a conspitacy 1hat
could shift 1he baiance of powrt It the
world foraver.

Slave Atnold Schwanznnegger, Jormak
Caan, Vanessa Williams, Jar:s Coburn
8nd Rovert Hestoralll

BURTON MANOR, Livonia
2177 Schooleraft Rd.

9am. -5 pm

(FREE admittance —

just bring your business card)

Expand your businessinjustone day!

at the Busin

ess-to-Business Expo '96

Othar sponsors and exhibitors include:

ATAT
Amaeritech
Blua Cross

Catular One

Central Michigan University
Comarica Bank

Communicstions Creative

Caver to Caver

Datrolt/'Wayne County Port Authority
First of Amarica Bank

Siua Shisid/Biue Cara Network

HAP “Health Alllance Plan”
interior Systams Contract Group
n " . - Laszio Regos Photography
o; [ . i James V. McTavia & Assoclates Inc.
Thursday, Juie: 13, 1996 fames V. McTovia & Ansoclore
NBD Bank
Gold sponsors Include: New Horizons Computar Lsaming Canter !
Hovall Inc. .
Microsoft Print 1t Uniimited ]
Northwait Alriines Schmaltz & Co. P.CINEXIA International ]
s R
Observer h Eccentric Nawipapers wT""“"ﬂm Cotiege DL
WW] Nevnradio 950 W.O.W.1 - Wa're Only Wirsless R
mem formetion coll Debble Locks-Deniel (513) 5960384 o
Pressntad bys ) R
Greator Detrolt . ’
@ Chamber of Commarcs eritech
Councitof Small Entcrprisca




