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Police probe "70s car relation to county child kﬂlmgs

BY PAT MURPIY
STAYY WRITRR

A bluo Cromlin pulled from
the Rouge River may provide
Investigatora with a significant
lead in the infamous Oakland
County child killinga of two
decades ago.

Then ogain, it may not,

"We had another blue Gremlin
pulled from Stony Creek a fow
yoars ago,” said Jerry Tohias, a
former member of the task force
organized to find the killer or
killers who abducted and mur-
dered four youngsters in 1976-
7. “But it turned out tq be noth-
ing.”

Tobias, who was assigned to
the task force fram the Beverly
Hills Police Department, Satur-
day was anxious about the possi-
bility that the blue Gremiin
pulled from the Rouge Rwer Fri-
day may provide a si,

notified the Michigan State
Police, which is still investigat-
ing the four deatha.

Lt. Charles Schumacher, who
still gathers investigators pori-
odically to focus on the Oakland
child killings, waa very interest-
od in the finding, eaid Tobias,
whose career includes being
deputy chief of police in
Franklin.

The vehicle identification
numbers on the Gremlin are
clear and should be easy to trace,
ho said. “I'm aure there will be a
lot of attention paid to that vehi-
cle this week,” said Tobias, who
mentioned that his memory of
the killings is vivid and persis-
tent.

The killings started in Fobru-
ary 1976, when Mark Stobbins
was abducted near his home in
Forndale. The other victims,
betweon the nges of 10,and 12,

breakthrough.

The vahicle. believed to bo a
1870 to 1972 model, was fished
from the river by a cleanup crew
in Melvindale. It was one of sev-
eral cars pulled from the river as
part of a beautification effort.

Melvindale Polico Chicf James
4. Brophy, who was a young offi-
cer when the killings occurred,
recognized the significance of the
blue Gremlin immediately and

weroe Jill Robi: of Royal Oak,
abducted in Duccmber 1976;
Kristine Mihelich of Berkley,
kidnapped in January 1877; and
Timothy King of Birmingham,
who disappeared from a shop-
ping area in March 1877,

It was in connection with the
death of King that the blue
Gremlin became a major focus of
the investigation, recalled
Tebias. The youngster was

repartedly seen talking to a man

- who wao subsequently depicted
by police in a composite drawing
~near a blue Gremlin, he caid
Once the compesite wos dig-
tributed, and the link to a bluo
Gremlin publicized, investiga-
tors - and residents — went all
out, Owners of blue Gremlins
were eyed with suspicion and
their owners were reported to
the task force, which invalved
more than 300 officers and is
believe to bo the largest inves-
tigative effort in metro Detroit.
One driver reported having all

four tires of his blue Gremlin
punctured during a snow storm,
Lore had it that the killer ntruck
when it snowed.

Varijous theorics about the
killer have evolved over the
years, with some having more
credence than others. One theory
that received renewed attention
in February _ the 20th anniver-
sary of the firat killing _ focused
on two men who many consid-
cred puspects.

One of the men, a former War-
ren man who moved to
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SEMI-ANNUAL
FINE PEN SHOW
Friday, June 14, 1896

5 FREE PEN DOOR PRIZES
Manufacturer Reps will be present {o assist you
PARKER and WATERMAN Rep. Torry Bose will
display antique PARKER pen collection

and will also assist you in selection
of the PARKER Duofold new

epitomizes the highest quality
in design, craftamanship and modern
technology in a writing instrument. It offers
both exceptional performance and reliability.

<% PARKER .&. DUOFOLD

ALL DISCONTINUED PARKER AND WATERMAN PENS
40¢ oFF

The PARKER Duofold

Michigan's Most Complete Tohaccunlsl

20000 W. TEN MILE ROAD » SOUTHFIELD, M| 48075
{NW catrer ol EvergreensTen Mile Rd.. off the Lodgs Freeway of 1-695)
Phone 810-356-4725 @ 810-356-460C e Fax B10-356-4726

Wyoming, died in r car crash in
April 1881, while the other was
imprisuned in another state on a
child molestation charge, accord-
ing to police. That patential sus-
pect reportedly refused to coop-
erate with investigutors.

While the Oakland child:
killings are not always in the
news, they are always on the

minds of officers familiar wnil
the case, said Tobias. B

Tohins ruid it wil) prulmblv:
toke n lucky brenk - such as.
finding the actual vehicle
involved in the kidnappings — to,
solve the Onkland County cluld
killing.

“Luck is o big part of nny
investigation.”
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Srny B Rmeviacant R mias ¢
O S AT A R O
TRy

Become a Business Sponsor of the
1996 Woodward Dream Cruisesu!

As a business sponsor you will recelve:

« 1996 official Oream Cruise™ Sponsor decal

» 1996 official Dream Cruise™ pin with “sponsor” designation

+ Annual newsletter with your busingss name listed as a sponsor

» A 3/."x 14" ad in the olficial program and in special sections
10 ba deliversd lo 145,000 households in Oakland County
through the Eccentric Newspapers and Daily Trbune.

Send $250.00 along with your business card, and name and address
on the form below to: Woodward Dream Cruise, inc., P.O, Box 7066,

Deadline to apply is July 1, 1896. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.

1936 Woodward Dream Cruise Sponsor

Name
Business Name

Street

City
State

Phone #.

Zip

IME FIELD
6-8pm. Groves
5-8pm. JCC
t0am.-1pm. JCC
5-8pm. JcC
10am.-1pm. JCC
6-8pm. Derby
12-2pm. Derby
1-3pm. Covington
6-8pm. Derby
4-6pm. Groves
6-8pm. Groves
8-8pm. Derby
10am.- 12 pm. Derby
6-8pm. Berkshire
1-3pm. Barkshire
12-2pm. Groves
TME FIELD
6-8pm. Groves
6-8pm. Groves
6-Bpm. Groves
6-8pm. Groves
1-3pm. Barkshire
6-8pm. Barkshire
1-3pm. Berkshire
6-8pm. Berkshire
6-8pm. Berkshire
2-4pm. Groves
8-8pm. Groves
12-2pm. Groves
12-2pm. Groves

Dactye M3, - Adame between Mapio and Big Desver, Bimninghanm;
Covinaton MU, - g Beaver betwesn Latwar & Crantrook, Bimningham

BOYS TRYOUTS
YEAR AGE COACH BHONE DATE
78 U 18 Mike Koval 642-3375 June 17
80 U 17 Wally Barrett 442-4726 June 27
June 29
80 U 17 Brian Tinnian 626-3463 June 27
June 29
81 U 16 Mike Ruddy & 541-7163 June 18,20
Jay White June 22
82 U 15 Doug Metzker 851-1028  June 16, 29
83 U 14 Stuart McCracken 258-3247 June 17,18, 18
84 U 13 Ian Fairbrother 646-7012 June 16
June 18
85 U 12 Ric Filoramo 649-3642 June 17
June 22
86 U 11 Kevin Argue 360-4529 June 17,19
June 22
a7 U10 TBD {LsaWeber} 258-9186 June22,23
GIRLS TRYOUTS
YEAR AGE COACH PHONE DATE
78/79 U 19 (TBD) Lisa Weber 258-9186 June 18,19
80 U17 TomKaczmarek 4333177 June 18,19,20
] 8t U168 Phil Good 644-7589 June 18, 19,20
81 U 16 ULisaWeber 258-9186 June 18, 19,20
82 U 15 John Holmquist& 645-2760 June 16
Kevin Argue June 18,20
82 U 15 JimHaugh& 6494321 June 16
Ronnle Schulte June 18,20
83 U 14 Russives 644-7254 June 17,18,20
184 U 13 John Christina 656-1488 June 22,23
485 U12 RogerCummings 642-2988 June 19,24
186  U11 RonnleSchulte 7376405 June 22,23
{87 U10 Stevelevine 258-3906 June 22,23
? Biarkeirn B9, - 14 Nse Fid. Exst of Lahwer, Devarly HEs;
[ Rowss HAL - KWV comer of 13 Mile and Evorgreen, Boverly Hik:
sedeh « Wi comee ol Maple snd Drake, West BloomAek)
BSFC 3rd Annual 3v3 Shootout @ Groves HS July 13,14
call (810) 644-2255TO REGISTER
S
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Hair Desgin: Edward Ebel, Educational

DI’

SALON

Somerset Collection North
A Full-Service Salon :

OPENING AUGUST 16

R

Color Director, Chicago

Hair Color: Carlo Michelutti,

For Career Opportunities:
*HAIR STYLISTS*ESTHETICIANS-
*NAIL TECHNICIANSe ASSISTANTS
(810)614-6210 or (810)258-2870




