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Volunteers key
Open success

BY JiM TOTH
AND MARTY BUDNER
BYAFF WRITZRS

History hos run its course again at Oakland
Hills Country Club,

The Club's famed South Course was the show-
case venue laat week for the world's beat profes-
sionnl golfers who teed it up in scarch of the
96th U.S. Open championship. It was the 13th
major event hosted by Oakland Hills — including
the sixth U. 8. Open — since tho 1922 Western
Open.

Indeed, it wns a succeaaful week by ell
uccounts.

But it took teamwork frem top to bottom to
make the D6th U.S. Open n weonderful event.
More than 3,000 volunteera paraded through the
grounds the past seven days to help ensure that
success,

Following are three of those workers’ stories.

JIM JUDGE: Jim Judge has redefined the
responsibilities that go along with being Assis-
tant Chairman of the press tent.
Not only did he have to accom-
[5‘;\ 3.{ modate the noeds of nagging

“at) medio members, but Judge was
v v'? ; also forced to make time for

\?g' J duties that go along with becom-

ing n grandfather.

Judge's daughter Julie Nei-
o~ heise), & graduate of Bleomfield
Hills Lahser, gave birth to a
healthy baby girl, Megan, just
10 minutes prior to the atart of
Thursday’s opening round.

“There's been a little more
responaibility than 1 had planned on,” sai
« Judge, a Troy resident and Oakland Hills mem-
ber for the past 14 years. “I've had to get my wife
(Marcia) to Cincinnati to be with Julic and alse
take care of busincas here. It's been quite a

week.

“It's a lot of fun, it really is. This is epectacu-
1ar,” he said. “We don't get these kind of tourna-
ments all the time. I went up to see the Ryder
Cup last fall. But when you're invalved with it
and know a lot of people it's a lot mare fun.”
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JIM JUDGE

ROGER OBERG: Oberg, a member at Onk-
Iand Hitls since 1987, was captain of the 18th
hole through board. His job was to post scores for
golfers entering the dramatic
18th hole on the small through
board i diately adj to

onster madness

Jones holds off course, competitors to capture
U.S. Open Championship at Oakland Hills

BY JIM TOTH
STAFF WRITER

Sheer survival proved once again
1o be the key ingredient for produc-
ing victory on The Monster.

With goll's greatest talants bear-
ing down in attompt to tame the
famed 6,974-yard, par-70 layout of
Onkland Hills Country Ciub's S8outh
Course, it was longshot Steve Jones
escaping The Monster’s wrath long
cnough Sundny to finiah with a two-
under total 278 and win the 1886
U.S. Open Championship. Longshot
only in the senso that Jones, 37, was
forced away fram Tour compotition
for three years due to a dirt bike
injury in 1891, that among other
injurien, loft him nursing ligament
domage to his left ring finger.

*This ia a thrill of a lifetime,”
beamed Jones, earning custody of
the Open Championship Cup follow-
ing his final-round 69 that left him
one stroke better than runners-up
Davis Love III and Tom Lehman.
“When | injured my finger, I wasn't
sure I'd ever play again. But I con-
tinued to work and things began to
comp together. You really can't pre-
pare for something like this. I just
happened ta bo in the right place at
the right time.

For Jones, that was no mare ovi-
dent than being in the fairway on
the decisive 18th hole. After watch-
ing playing partner Lehman find the
bunker with his tee ahot, Jones
found the center of the fairway. A
seven-iron to the green and and two
putts into the cup handed Jones his
first major championship and first
tournament triumph of any kind
since ho won the Canadian Open in
1889.

*]t takes a lot of guta to win,” said
Jones, who along with Lehman and
Love wore the only golfcra in the
field to post sub-par totals. *I didn't
know if I had the guts to win anoth-

the giant 18th-green leader
board.

*“You receive clectronically the
acores you have to pont. Then
you have to post the names of
the players {(coming onto the
18th hole), their scores today
and their totals,” said Oberg,
who also worked the 1991 U. 8.
Senior Open. "You have to keep
up with cach group coming

ROGER
O0BERG

through.”

Oberg, who manned the afiernocn shifts, was
one of six voluntcers working in two shifts at
that location. He enjoyed the workload, aithough
the ehifts got long at times. There was one funny
situation that popped up in the early rounds.

“What you find is that you have a million crit-
ics,” he said. “Like, for example, wo misapelled
Janzen {(using an ‘s’ instend of o ‘z’). We had
about 45 people tell ua nbout it within about 14
reconds. But that’s okay. We just made a mis-
take, that's all.

“It's a volunteer thing. We feel, in terms of
being a club member, that we can give somo-
thing back. Wa earn some moncy off of this,” he
said. “You hove a lot of fun with your crew. You
fecl you're doing soma good and it'a a nico cvent.
It's o happening.”

JANE JUETT: Jane Juett did not havo far to
travel to work lnst week. Juett lives on the club's
North Course and was just a
couple good tee-shots away from
her volunteer station as Stan-
dard Bearer organizer.

Standard bearers — the young
men and women who walk 18
holey while holding the cards
with names and scores of each
golfer — arrived at Oakland
Hills from acroas the country.
Juett naid 73 standard bearcrs
started the week and the fiold
was reduced to 40 by Baturday’s
. third round. Tho standard bear-

ors ~ ranging in age from 14-30 - came from

such places 0s Kansas City, East Lansing, Cana-
do, St. Joseph's (Mich.) and Coldwater (Mich.).

JANE JUETT

T hind kids writo to mo from collego goif teams
and from other golf teams in the area,” said
Juett, a media inlist at Bemis El y

er t, let alone a major.

*But 1 know every kid who grows
up and plays golf dreams of making
a putt on the final bole to win the
U.S. Open,” Jones said, “Fortunate-
ly, 1 had about a one-foot putt to
make mine.”

Unfortunately for Lehman and
Laove, they were unable to negotiate
putts on 18 to force a next-day play-
o .

*T'm a littlo closer than I waa lant
year and a lot more disappointed
than last year,” said Lave, following
a three-putt performance on the
fina! hole. “This ia as hard @ course
as I have ovor played day-in, day-
out. With the rough being the way it
is and the grecns as fast as can be,
there is never a let up.”

Lehman, who like Love continuca
to scek his first major victory,
echoed Love's feelings toward bat-
tling The Monster.

“My goal was to shoot uader par,
and if I could shoot under par, it was
going to take a lot to beat me,” said
Lehman, who one day after equal
tho course record with a 66 settled
for & one-over 71. “I thought 1 played

What a dayl: Steve Jones continued an interest
Open tournament at Oakland Hills. The 37-ye
to make the US. Open his first major victory, joi
Els and Corey Pavin. Jones finished with a two-under,

well enough to win today, 1 just did-
n't get the bounces.”

® Top 10 finishers: 1. Stove
Jones (74-66-69.89-278); 2. (tie)
Davis Love 1II (71-69-70-89-279),

Tom Lehman (71-72-66-71-278); 4.
John Morse (68-74-88-70-280); 6.
(tie) Ernic Ela (72-87-72-70-281),
Jim Furyk (72-69-70-70-281); 7, (tie)
Scott Hoch (73-71-71-67-282), Vijny
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ing streak with his victory Sunday in the United States
arold head pro became the fifth consecutive champion
ning such standouts as Tom Kite, Lee Janzen, Ernie
four-round total of 278,

Singh (71-72-70-69-282), Ken Green
(78-67-72-70-282); 10. (tie) Lep
Janzon (68-75-71-69-283), Greg Nor-
rann (78-66-74- 10-283), Calin Mont-
gomerie (70-72-19-72-283).

Caddies bag lifetime memories

BY MARTY BUDNER
BTATY WRITIR

A fow lucky Oakland Hills caddies
bagged a lifotime remembrance last
weok.

1o, 1

field Town-

feesional Rich Yokota.

Totonchi was overjoyed to repre-
sent tho host group of caddies in the
championship rounds. However,
after his asgignment late Friday
aftornoon, Totonchi shared tho dis-

The p
ship club employs 159 caddies —
moro than enough to ficld one caddlo
for ovory participating pro in last
week’s U.S, Open championship.
Unfortunately, it didn't work that

way.

Most of ths world's best golfers, of
courae, employ their own caddies.
It'a rare whon 8 host club has more
than a couple caddies to run *loops”

nchool in Troy. “Tho {standard boarer) has to
change today’s scoro and the cumulative scors (of
ecach golfor in that group), and they only have
tha timo from when tho playcr leaves tho green
until the time he tecs off. That's not a lot of time.

“If you're into golf, this is great for theae kids,”
gha said. *To do this the week they got out of
achool is great. They've done a great job. If you
truly love tho gamo of golf, it doesn't got much
botter than ths.”

with the ting pros.

Thia yoar was a littla different as
six Oakland Hills caddies got to

bago at ono point or another.

Scott Staudy, Rich Power and Don
Myers carried bags for one day of
practice, Two othors — Rich Harrison
and Dan Totonchl — carried loopa for
two championahlp rounda. Coray
Bumner had the longest workload az
he hit the loop for all four champi-
onship rounds with third-year pro-

ap of his pro John Flan-
nory who did not make the final cut.

*it's an awesomo focling to be
{nsida the ropos,” said Totonchi
aftor Flannery's second-round 75
resulted in tournament elimination.
“But right now I'm kind of disap-
pointed (Flannery) didn't make it. I
was hoping he could. The dreams
are just shattered.”

Totcnchi, who haa beon a caddy at
Oskland Hilla since 1890, is conaid-
ered one of the club's top fivo cad-
dios, Those flve caddics' names wore
thrown into a hat and tho ordar of
draw would ba the order in which
they were given assignmonts, aa
necessary.

1t happened that six golfers —
mostly nectional qualifying pros
fram across the country - requosted
caddiea.
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Caddls dutles: Oakland Hills Country Club caddie Scott

Staudy (right) assists professional golfer Brian Gay during a
practice round earlier last week. :




