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New public art paves way for dialogue

#Public will have no sculpture say.
“ oThe commitiee's selection was
d ic and unrep ive of
the taste of a midwestern majority and
their culture.
eJf a sculpture is necessary, it
should at least be heroic,
Thnu are excerpta from stories and lettcra
.1 that sppeared [n the Grand Rapids Presa
in 1867-68 regarding n proposed abstract
dculpture for that city by internationally-
known artist Alexander Calder.
Much of the aame rhetoric has
appeared in several recent letters to
sthe Birmingham-Bloomfield Eccentric
‘objecting to u proposed public sculp-
ture by Alice Aycock, planned as a
:signature gateway for all of us to
idowntown Birmingham.
. For le, Birmingh id
Piotro M. Di Giorgio wrote in the
‘June 13 Eccentric, “Have we all gone
mad? Birmingham should be renamed
:River City, because Professor Harold
:Hill came into town and sold us a pile
of worthless metal resembling a col-
{apsed roller coaster and we poor
‘yokels® are going to install it as a rep-
resentation of our town.”
Both its praponents and those who
are unhappy over the proposed

Aycock construct might remember .
that, historically, public art has been
controversial but that the pereeption
often changes over time.

For example, John Beardsloy notes
in “Art in America” that the abstract
character of the Grand Rapids sculp-
ture was dorided in letters to the edi-
tor and a song ridiculing tho project
was aired on a local radio atation,

But that city ended up adopting the
Calder as its officia) symbol. And the
prido residents came to take in its
Calder became the impotus for Grand
Rapids to install other pieces of world-
class public art.

Back in the 30s, and oven closer to
home, many well-connected members
of the public wanted the Dicgo Rivera
frescoea whitewashed off the walls of
the Detroit Institute of Art. Objec-
tions concerned its aubject mattor and
stark contrast with the surrounding
Renaissance-style patio,

Now, of course, the DIA is
renowned for the Rivera murals.

And the clamor over a public sculp-
ture for Milwaukee by Mark di
Suvero, some of whose works you can
view through June 30 at the Hill
Gallery in Birmingham, provided the

impetus for the Milwaukee Art Muse-
um exhibition on “Controversial Pub-
lic Art, from Rodin to di Suvero™ in
1983-84, .

Like Rivera, Calder and di Suvero,
Alico Aycock ig internationally recog-
nized. As an important American
20th Century artiat, her work ia found
in major collections throughout the
world including the Museum of Mod-
ern Art and the Guggenheim, Metro-
politan and Whitney Museums in
New York City. .

She recently inaugurated a picce
for the new San Francisco Public
Library and is currently at work on
an installation for Rutgers Universi-
ty.
The project was initinted by the

Culturat Council of Birminghara-
Bloomfield and Aycock was selected
by a panel which included local
gallery owners, artists and architects
from an original list of 27 recommend-
ed internationally-known ortists.

The white metallic 36-by-120 foot
sculpture she has conceived for Birm-
ingham has the whimsical, playful
design scen in her recent sculptural
roof installation on FDR Drive at 60th
Street in Manhattan.

According to New York Times arts
reporter Carol Vogel, that “giant,
looping aluminum spiral weaving
gracefully through the sky” trans-
forms the city’s waterfront.

Aycock suys the sculpture she
designed for Birmingham is about
“celebration, cuphorin.” It references
the area’s system of expressways that
carry you along, then move into, out
and over one another. “It's a kind of @
pathway that leads into the air in an
energetic, dynamic way.

“I've spent a lot of time in the
Detroit area,” snys Aycock. “It's a
long, flat view from the road. Then
you get to a point where's there's sort
of a parting of the road, almest like a

ribbon that moves and snakes or
twista.”

As the dialogue concerning the
piece continues, it might be important
to remember that throughout history ©
the artist hos often been out there !
ahend of us, ” !

“What is familiar is comfortable
and the shock of the new often makes
clear perception impossible,” wrate
Milwaukee Museum Director Gerald
Nordland about the inevitable —ond
exciting — controversy over public
art. i

“Artists, architects, city planners,
civic lenders and responsible citizens
must not focus on the unfamiliar,” he
wrote, “but recognize that fresh and
original forms in public art can be a
force for education, for raising the
spirits of a community, establishing a :
hub for new civic activity and fora
new prideful self-respect.”

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, i former managing edi- .
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can comment on this columsn at (313)
963-2047, Ext. 1997 or by writing or
faxing a letter to the editor of this
newspaper, To contribute to the sculp-
ture fund, phone (810) 988-7ART.

Vouchers help families ‘trapped’ in public schools

; he era of big government moy be over, as
+ L President Clinton has snid, but that
idoesn’t mean everyone has heard the nows,

i Tim Richard’s recent article, *Vouchers are n *

‘plot, not parent ‘option’™ was a desperate
‘attempt to prop up the worn-out idea that
{government is the only one that can do a
1 good job of educating our children. Michigan
parents aren’t buying it — they want more

1 schoo! choice.

{  Michigan has many fine public

" schools, but too many are turning out
children who can barely read their
diplomas. In the Lansing School Dis-
trict encompassing our state capitol,
two-out-of-every-three fourth and sev-
enth graders fail to achieve basic
reading standards an Michigan tests.

Parents don't want to be forced to

send their children to such schools
just because the government runs

Media must share blame for
corrupt political campaigns

e election scason is approaching. Protty soon the
airwaves will be filled with sound bites and the TV
tecreens with negative ads. Charge and counter-charge

1will be the order of the day.

: Now, before all this overwhelms us, is o good

them. Increasingly, parents want the
freedom to choose for themselvea the
best school for their child, including
private and religious schools. And the
majority of Michigan voters believe
the state should support them in that
choice.

In a February 1895 Detroit Free
press survey, 61 percent of voters sup-
ported enacting a voucher program
that would provide state-supported
scholarships to students choosing to
attend private or religious schools.
Most voters no longer see the need for
a ban on such aid. In fact, many find
it detrimental.

When asked if they would suppart
voucher-style choice if it excluded reli-
gious schools, support actuatly
dropped to 41 percent. In an era of

PauL N. DEWEESE )

moral crises, a growing number of
people find it hard to understand why
the state would deny education dol-
lars to families choosing schools that
provide a strong values education.
Parents like myself also find it
hard to understand the agenda of
those like Mr. Richard who oppose
providing o child any educational

opportunitics outside government-run
schools —— even when he or she could
clearly learn more elsewhere. Mr,
Richard argues ngainst u proposed
law enabling high school studenta to
take advanced courses from local col-
leges. But does he really think it's in

the best interest of the student to hold

them back from a head start on col-
lege just so the local public school can
keep its chairs filled?

President Clinton proposes provid-
ing poor families trapped in failed
public housing projects with vouchers
for private apartments or houscs.
‘Why not do the same favor for fami-
lies trapped in failed public schoola?
What could be more important than
providing their children with a better
education and the hope of escaping
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poverty?

After all, we don't tax ourselves
$11 billion each year to support an
education establishment. We do it for *
our kids. Those public schools which
do 2 good job of educating our kids
have nothing to fear (rom more
parental choice. And for those that
don't, choice gives parents a simple
way of holding them accountable for
improvements.

Paul N. DeWeese, an emergency
room physician in the Lansing area, is
founder and chairman of TEACH
Michigan Education Fund, 913 W.
Holmes, Suitc 265, Lansing 48910~
0093. The acronym stands for:

Toward Educational Accountability-
and Choice.

in the Park at

Open House

ftimc to pause and reflect on the atate of our pol-
1itics,
! One way or another, 've been cither covering
*or participating in American politics for 30
yeara. I have never seen such negative content
&snd uncivil tono as today infests our political
process.
1t isn’t enough meroly to disagree with your
opponent on the aubstance of policy. It seems
r -y these days 11y to malign
your 'a ch X ion his morality
and distort her record.
 _ Much of this, I submit, has come from the
:'zenernl emotional power of political advertising
1on television and, in particular, on its most
i recent manifestation, the negative ad.
i Survey rescarch shows clearly that most peo-
{ ple get most of their information about politica
+from television. Political professionals distin-
i guish between news — “freo media” in their
.nomenclature and — “paid media.”
E * Given sdequate money, the pros by and large
' prefer paid media as the medium of cholce by
; which to communicate with the electorate, if
tonly because they theroby aveid having to deal
' with nosy and mostly uncontrollable reporters.
This is especinlly so when they decide to “go
nogative,” n tactic that usually roquires the -
unchallenging environment of TV time, bought
and pald for.
. Morcaver, tho pros have discovered that the
oasiost way to got around the logal limitations
on f ding {s to collak with ao-
ealled “Indopendent” committees — wink, wink;
nod, nod — that have “no linka® to the cam-
paign. Independence (hakes thom from
reporting and disclosure requirementa, while
the tack of linkage provides the candidato with
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ocus. . .we do
sibiil-

cover - and have a clear re:
ty to cover, with aggressive integrity
-~ congressional, state loglsiative
(and) locat races.

tiona of TV advertising, but the stories usually
run too late to i ize public under di

Given our tight local focua at this newspaper,
wo can't do much about presidential or senntori-
al clections. But we do cover — nnd have a clear
reapansibility to cover, with aggressive integrity
— congressional and state legislative races, as
well as various local contests. For the record,
here's our policy with respect to political adver-
tising:

*We will not eccopt political ads for our
newspaper that we know are untrue. Where we
aro suspiclous, we will check with our newsreom
before running the ad.

*Wo will not accept for publication in the last
edition before the election an ad that makes a
new charge without contacting the opponent to
offer an opportunity to rebut.

*We will roviow — for accuracy, taste and

useful deniability when an outrageoua 1apso of
to or honesty takes place.
. In parceling out blamo for this downward epi-
ral, tho nows medin bear an important and
i largely ovorlooked share.
17 Moat television stations, which chargo premi-
, um rates for political ads, are reluctant to bito
' the hand that fesds them by subjocting thess
{ same nda to the fierco scrutiny of their nowe-
* rooms befote they uro run. Somo newspapers try
" to analyze tho contont and ovaluate tho distor-

- . :

r ~— to! ads run by candidates in
our circulation area. In particular, wo will
assumo that ads run by “independent” commit-
toos are controlled by the candidate unlesa
offorod compelling proof this is not so.

*QOur endorsements will be based in part on
whothor candidates contribute to a ratlonal dis-
cussion of the issues and a civil tone to the cam-
paign.

Phit Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His touch-tone voice mait
nunberia (313) 953-2047, Ext. 1880.
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If you're looking for a retirement
community that lets you live how you'
want to and keep your
independence, discover Qakwood:
Common in Dearborn. Visit us during M
our Open House on Sunday, une 23, t
and experience our beautifu
retirement community.  We'll have
tours of our independent and
assisted living apartments,
refreshments, and live entertainment
at the gazebo.

iive,

Oakwood Common Retirement
Community is conveaiently located
at 16351 Rotunda Drive in Dearbor,
between Greenfleld and Southfield
Roads. :

Call 1-800-642-HOME for more
Information.




