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‘Beauty’ contest winners

share their heartfelt stories
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Kerry King of Redford.

Here are excerpts from their
grand-prize winning essays.

* “Jt was the summer before 1
entered junior high on o camping
trip with my family that I met
him. Curly red hair and freckles,
definitely more “Boys Life” than
“GQ.” We swam and fished while
trying to ditch his little brothers.
He took my address with a
promise to write. I used by lost
dime for the jukcbox “Ricky
Don't Lose that Number.” 1
guess he lost it, or maybe I felt
better telling mysclf that. Now
20 years, a husband and two
kida later, 1 sometimes wonder
what beeame of the boy who first
stole my heart. - Allison John-
son, Livonia.

e *On our first date, we
walked on o mountain top in
northern California. I remember
the warm summer breeze blow-
ing me vulnerably toward him.
As the lond unfolded around us,
we were unfolding into each
other. Why do hearts get broken
when you're leant expecting it?
Or when you need love the most?
He was a pleasant surprise. [

had just gone through a rough
time and he was o Jife boat that I
welcomed and cherished. But
like a cruel trick, it wns an
empty, leaky life beat without
sustenance for the long journey
through life.” - Cheryl Power,
Farmington Hills.

» *I certainly hadn't been look-
ing, ns a matter of fact it came
18 a complete nurprise, but when
1 saw her for the first time, last
fall, 1 felt something 1 had never
felt before. It wasn’t just her
golden hair or her large, expres-
sive brown. eyes, but something
more. As we approached each
other; me nervous - she totally
confident, there was a spark,
and my heart was hers. I took
her home that doy and we have
been together ever since. I will
never forget that late October
afternoon, when 1 first met
Dakota, my Golden Retriever. —
Kerry King, Redford.

¢ *1 didn’t want him! I was
completely prepared to hate him
on sight. There was no way Iwas
going to let some drooling little
brat horn in my perfect life. [
whny prepared to yell, plead, or

starve myself in protest; any-
thing but accept him. However,
before | could inform my parents
of what they cold do with their
little bundle of joy, I happened to
look dawn. 1 fooked down and
saw my newborn brother, David.
All my hate auddenly deserted
me, leaving o profound love. He
stole my heart then, but don’t
tell that to him.” ~ Julie Lepsctz,
Southfield.

» “As college senfors my beat
friend and 1 traveled to the Lau-
rels Resort in the Catskill Moun-
tains. We were fearlesa becavae
we hnd heart “lose your morcls
at the Laurels.”

Unfortunntely, we deplored
the Laurels, but we did meet
some friendly fellahs from
Boston. We gravitated to each
other because they too didn't like
the Laurels, Mark was the fellah
1 was smitten by, but after four
days we all left enrly, said good-
byo, and forfeited our week-long
prepaid stay, Mark stole my
heart, the Laurels took my
money, and honestly — I did not
lose my morels at the Laurels. -
Anna Levin, Southfield.
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