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County board refunds grand jury

BY PAT MURPHY
RTAFY WRITER

Funding for the Oakland
County Grand Jury has been
tontatively approved for the
remainder of 1696, with commis.
sianers fully aware recent deaths
involving Dr, Jack Kevorkian
moy be reviewed.

1t's admittedly premature to
speculate whether the grand
jury may look at the two most
recont deaths at which
Kevorkinn was present, eaid
commissioner Sue Ann Douglas,
R-Rochester.

“But our appraval of funding
(for the grand jury) did not have
any restrictions,” snid Douglas,
chair of the county board's
Finance Committee that on
Thursday epproved financing the
grand jury through the remain-
der of the year.

Without mentioning any spe-
cific case that might be brought
before the grand jury, the com-
mittee unanimously approved
transferring $20,000 from the
huard's contingency fund for the
grand jury, snid Douglas. The
committee also ngreed to pro-
vide $30,000 later.

Without the tranafer, said
Douglas, the grand jury would
have run out of funding on June
30.

The motion to provide funding
wan scheduled to be reviewed by
the entire Board of Cammission-
ors, possibly at this week's meet-
ing Thursday.

Commissioner Donnld W.
Jensen, R-Birmingham and a
member of the finance commit-
tee, said the vote was to approve
funding with no restrictions. It's
not the function of county com-
missioners to reatrict the activity
of the Oakland County pi

K 'In this Instance,
Kevorklan Is clearly the
target and there's no
resson to keep the
investigation sccret.’

Dan Devine
~~county commiasioner

the grand jury could only be
uned to investigate unsolved
homicides and drug casen.

That may seem to exclude the
grand jury being used against
Kevorkian, said Devine. “But
remember, the medical exaominer
hns (in previous assisted sui-
cides) classified the manner of
death as homicide,” said the

tor or the grand jury, he said.

“Enforciny the law ia hia (Pros-
ccutor Richard Thompeon's)
responeibility,” Jensen said. “It's
the responeibility of commisaion-
ers to pravide the prosecutor
with the tools for effective law
enforcement and allow him to
use his discretion.”

Neither Kevorkian's name nor
the most recent deaths - the lat:
est being a Columbus, Ohio,
woman whose body was left at
Pontiac Onteopathic Hospital
late Thursday - were mentioned
during the finance committee
meeting, said Douglas.

*“But Kevorkian came up Mon-
day,” she said, referring to the
caucus of Republican commis-
sioners carlier in the week.

At that caucus, several Repub-
lican commissioners asked the
prosecutor for nesurances the
grand jury would not be used to
indict Kevorkian. Commissioner
Dan Devine Jr., R-Bloomfield
Hills, said commissioners have a

responsibility to oversee the

prosecuter’s budget.
Thompaon ~ who previously

commi . “that may kecp
the door open.”

Devine emphasized that he did
not want to reatrict the prosecu-
tor. But n state law passed with-
in the last year gives the prose-
cutor the suthority to subpoena
witnesses and compel them to
testily.

*I think the grand jury is valid
on cases under investigation
where the target person is not
known until there is sufficient
evidence to indict,” said Devine.
“In this instance, Kevorkion is

, cloarly the target and there's no
reason to keep the investigation
secret . . . or at least no reason

.that I'm aware of.”

The eredibility of the grand
jury process may be at risk,
Devine said.

But other commissioners sug-
gested that asking the prosecu-
tor to appear at the caucus — offi-
cially to discuss the cast of two
lengthy trials earlier this year
with Kevorkion as the defendant
-~ may have political overtones.

Devine, however, said his
in;.en:st is budgetary, not politi-
cal.

“A number of conatituents
have been nsking about the cost
of prosecuting Kevorkian,” said

With a complimentary first payment,
we'll tug at your heartstrings

without lugging at your purse strings.

Facs s sy 1T e b i

ot Naoasie Vs s Py

fyvimaee sy e oreeren By 2

CERSUNTTON LT S )

699

SIS0 puw n UL

Bovasor o 1o Juaoan
4‘0 9‘.4;

Db

pEou e

the commissioner, who has
cndorsed Thompson's opponent
in the Aug. 6 Republican prima-
ry, David G, Gorcyca.

said he believes he has o profes-
sional duty to enforce the state’s
common law against assisted
suicide - r ded by saying
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1 Don’t be afraid of the

™ INTERNET!

Observer & Eccentric On-Line! and New Horizons

Computer Learning Center have teamed up o get you
mae Onto the Internet, and teach you how to use it once

you're there,
he O&E On-Line! subscribers can enroll in New Horizons’
Internet Classes at a special discounted rate. Al classses
.~ are taught in LIVE, HANDS-ON INTERNET classrooms in
Troy and Livonia.

In one day you'll fearn:

Olnternet Basics

©Newsgroups, Remote Connect and File Transfers

Olnternet Surfing: Gopher and World Wide Web

Olnternet Security and Intemet Culture
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over 18 years.
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Dr. Willlam Myers and Dr. Mark Rubinstein were:
WFirst In Michlgan to perform RK Surgery over 18

go.
m Responsible for teaching doctors the procudure for

Call OGE On-Linel—

INFORMATION—(313) 953-2266
TO SUBSCRIBE— (313) 9532297
TECH SUPPORT—(313) 953-2278
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{313) 525-1501 ext. 1132

Michigan Eyecare institute

. plans that cover RX Surge

Surgery (RK) more atfordable than ever.
Now Accepting Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan

Participating with all other insurances covering RK.
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is now making Myopia
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New offordable prices.

FREE Screenings available

EXCIMER LASER

at your convenience

REFRACTIVE
INSTITUTE

NOW a Division of the
MICHIG,

EYECARE
INSTITUTE

CALL NOW FOR DETAILS
for information
regarding laser

surgery for
Nearstghtedness,
which fs currently
under FDA
investigation

1-800-676-EYES
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with reasons for celebration...wed-
dings... reunions.., Fourth of July
fireworks... vacations. As an educator,
however, the celebrations | enjoy above
all others are high school graduations.
Graduation ceremontles are occa-
slons for feeling proud one minute and
totally insecure the next, for reminisc-
ing, for sharing a laugh or shedding a
few tears. Graduations are times for
farewells and times for new beginnings.
This June more than 85,000
high school seniors across Michigan are
throwing their caps in
the air in an exuber-
ant salute to their
own accomplish-
ments. Thelr
pride is well-
earned because
these young
women and men
have made a serl-
ous investment in
their futures. By com-
pleting their high
schoo! education,
they have set them-
selves up to win.
Every one of
these graduates deserves
a large round of applause,
for they have mastered
many skills, social as well as acad-
emic, during their K-12 years. They
will think back, remembering the
many individuals who made a dif-
ference In thelr lives and brought
them to this proud moment of
passage. Not only teachers, but
also custodians, bus drivers,
secretaries, maintenance and
security personnel, food service
workers, school nurses and para-
professionals—all the public school
employees make our children’s
education, health, safety and well-
being their top prioritles.
Administrators and
school board members take
great pride in seeing thelr stu-

School's out and summer is bursting

volunteer their time
and resources to public
education in a variety
of important ways such
as school-to-work and
mentoring programs.
But, as any
teacher will tell you,
aside from the student's
personal drive to suc-
ceed, the single most
essential ingredient for
student success is parental involvement.
As those mortarboards fly up in
the alr, so do the hearts of all those par-
ents who have been providing encour-
agement and support to their
children; taking an active
role in making sure their
child's schoo! delivers the
best possible educatlon;
and above all, showing
their children by their
own example that they
value learning, After all,
as parents we're the first
and most important teach-

Jullus A. Raddox
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attitudes and actions about

education make a ilfelong
impression. And education
is a lifelong process.

It is our privilege and
our obligation to make cer-
tain that every child,

regardless of circum-
stances, has access to a
quality educatlon. It's
our responsibllity, and
that of future genera-
tions, to give our chil-
dren the emotlonal
and Intellectual nour-
{shment they need to
become strong citizens, par-
ticipating in a flourishing and
powerful democracy. And It's our

commitment—cheering as more

than 85,000 winners, Michigan's
1996 high school graduating stu-
dents, throw their hats in the air and

ers in our child's world—our

reward to enjoy the results of our

m Published the articles which describe and have
refined the procedure over the past 18 years.

Windsor used to perform refractive procedures.

W First In Michlgan to have the Excimer Laser naw in

SOUTHRELD 29877 Telegraph, Saite 100)
(810) 352,2806
LIVONIA 14555 Leven R Salte £-101

step forward into a bright future,

dents succeed, as do the busi-
Because when they win, we all win.

ness community members who

&m Michigan Education Association




