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School hearings are set
as adult ed is ‘reformed’

BY TIM RICHARD

STAFF WRITER

Local school districts will be
able to compete for $20 million
in state grants for tenching
adults under new rules approved
v the state Boned of Education.

Locitl achoots will be told to
develop consortia with other dis-
tricts, county intermedinte dis.
icts, community colleges, work
force development boards and
private industry.

“Basic pury anid Arthur
Ellis, superintendent of public
instruction, “is to ¢nable eligible
adults to oIt in i program to
abtain basic skills, learn English
as a secand leaguage, prepare
for the general educational
development (GED? test, acquire
ol or employment.related skills,
or complete requirements for o
higsh =chool diploma.”

The board voted 7-0 June 19 to
approve rules under the new
~tate aid act signed the same
day by Gov, John Englee

But board member Dorothy
! Beardmore, R-Rochester. saw a
“flaw 1o requiring the develop-
- ment of group proposala in such
. short time, "Ta require they

rather agencies) be players adds
:to the complexity, You have to
cwonder: §s this deliberately
- planned to fual?
1 Districts have until July 1 to
D make their applications. The
' Department of Education must
: notily successful applicants by
* Aug. 1. Top officials doubt every
> will meet the deadlines.

The deadlines are “legistative
< time frames. The administration
< will do everything to help the
¢ ~choal districts,” said Dr. Ron
D Gillum, a deputy in charge of
adult ed, hinting the department
will wink at the dates.

At Engler's urging. the Repub-
. lican Legislature, on almost
: party-line vates, cut adult edu-

cation from $185 .aillion to a
totad of $102 millian, providing
that $20 million must be award-
ed by competitive bida rather
thun mailed directly to K-12 dia-
tricts.

Local school officinls and law-
munkers in both parties have crit-
icized the cuts bitterly.
DPemocrats withheld their votes
because of the adult ed cuts.

“I've attended adult ed graduo-
ations,” said bourd member
Kathleen Straus, D-Detroit.
“They are very impressive. Such
a cross-section of prople — young,
ald, native.born, immigrant. [
Jjust hate to see it cut so dramat-
ically.

Added board member Barbara
Roberts Mason. D-Lansing: "I'm
concerned about the cuts. Many
tdistricts) didn’t fund their pro-
grams. ['d like to know how
many will no tonger offer adult
ed, cut staff, cut curriculum
offerings? We can also find the
impact on the ecanamy.”

Even bonrd vice president
Marilyn Lundy. R-Detroit, wha
usually lines up solidly with
Engler and Durant, recalled, "In
Detroit, this was one of the hot
issues.” She referred to a June
17 hearing by the department to
get public input on the state of
the schools.

Another hearing is set for 7:30
p.m. Monday, June 24, in the
Ouakland Intermediate School
District kiva on Telegraph Road
in Pontine. Others will be held nt
7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 27, in
the Independeace Building.
Freedom Hill, Sterling Heights.

Karen Katz, executive directar
of the Michigan Association of
Community and Adult Educa-
tors, also criticized the July 1
deadline. "We suddenly must
muke a formal grant proposal in
one week, no matter what we've
been doing in the past.”

Founder urges ‘fair’ board; recount begins

BY SANDRA ARMBRUSTER
OAKLAND COUNTY EDITOR

As the Oakland Community
Callege trustee election recount
begins taduy in the Madison
Heights school district, where
there was a tie vate and anoth-
er request for a recount, the
founder of OCC called for sit-
ting bonrd members to be “tol-
crant of each athers’ views,”

George Mosher, who was
among the college's first
trustees and was re-elected for
14 years of service — six of
them as board chairman — said
the atmosphere on the board
must be “more fair and friendly.
It was o disgrace that beard
members in the minority were
not allowed to say anything”
during meetings when former
chancellor Patsy Calkins was
terminated.

It was that ouater that finally
severed two factions on the
board and prompted Mosher
and others to become instru-
mental in encouraging the {]ntc

Qeorge Moshet

think we need to look abead,”
Ritter said Friday, “What 1
heard from the candidates was
that everyone was facused on
doing the right thing. I'm an

optimist. We'll come together.”
So Ritter is expected to be
aworn in when the board holds
its organizational meeting on
July 1 — despite Wangler's
request for a recount of all 284
including 24

of John Wangler of Bi
Furma ond Jeanne Townr of
Roynl Oak to oust incumbent
Sandra Ritter in her re-eloction
hid after 18 yeors service on the

ard.

“{ didn't want to be part of
the operation of (OCC). I lent
that 20 years before,” Mosher
said. “But sometimes things get
s0 bad.”

The result was that on June
10 Towar took first place and
Wangler second; Ritter, placing
third, was unscated — or 80 it
was thought. Unknown to the
candidates until June 18 was
that absentee ballots were dou-
bie tabulated in Royal Oank.
Carrect totals still left Towar in
first place; however, Wangler
and Ritter exchanged rankings,
returning Ritter to office July 1
with o 130-vote lend aver Wan-
gler.

“With regard to July 1, 1

voting precincts,

absentee ballot counting boards
snd two precincta in the War-
ren Consolidated School Dis-
trict,

*} didn't have any choice,”
Wangler said. “I could have
opted for o partial recount, but
I have to bring this to closure, |
have to roll the dice and let
come what may. Personally, I'll
feel better losing on an accurate
vote count than an inaccurate
count.”

Ritter snid she had talked
with the county clections divi-
mion and was told that with
modern technology, a reversal

was not expected.
Wangler said he had talked
with trustees and  had

expresaed his willingness to
wark with all of them. When
Ritter apparently had lost, aaid
Wangler, it appearcd both sides
had lost something. Now, with

John Wangler

Ritter on the board, it “sourcd
the whole situntion,” ho added.

Trustee Anne Scott, who
jumped up nnd down in the
bonrd meeting room when it
was thought Wangler won, is
checking with an attorney to
see whether Ritter can be
bocked from taking her seat
until the recall is completed.

It's a move that Mosher
objects to.

*{ don't really favor that. It's
not a good procedure,” Mosher
said, adding that he doea sup-
port the recount. “The public
and the candidate deserve to
know and then whoever wins
wina.” He said that if there was
one error, there could have been
others. “What is nceded is to
make sure the {(vote) is accu-
rate,” he said.

1t's expected to take well into
July before the recount is over,
Mary Jo Hammond, Oskland
County director of elections,
said OCC’s lnat recount in 1988
was for 70 precincts and it took
cight days. Differences in
equipment or voting may make
a difference, she added. By law,
the recount must be completed
within 30 daya.

Hommond snid Ritter would
be allowed to be seated on the

board. !

1t is costing Wangler $2,810
for the recount, $10 for each
precinct. That doesn't, howevey,
cover the entire cont for the
four-member board of cans
vasaers and n minimum of four
additivnal workers to be hired
to help out, according to Ham-
mond. Per-diem costs of
$117.34 for each canvasser,
plus expenses und milenge, witl
be billed to OCC. A college
spokesperson eaid the money
will come out of the general
fund ns part of election expens-
¢s and that money was avail-
able to caver the cost.

Wangler said he would be
tnlking with attorneys over the
weckend to have someonc able
to provide training for “chal-
lengers” who will observe the
recount. He paid out-of-pocket
through his campaign fund for
his share of the recount cost,
and he is hoping for donations
to cover it. Donations may be
mailed to Committee — John
Wangler, 28600 Bristol Lane,
Bingham Farms 48026 B

On Tuesday the canvassers,
who are appointed by the coun-
ty Board of Commiasioners — |
two Republicans and two
Democrats, will move on to thie ™)
Huron Valley School District f¢r
o recount. !

The recount may give the
OCC board more chance for dis
cussion within itself. Snid
trusteo Scott: “If Sandra Ritter
in @ trustee, | believe the rest of
us have to get along better and
communicate better for the
good of the college.”

Ritter appeared to be in
agreement. “When we take a
vote, it's not the end of the din-
cussion. [t's the beat time to
communicate. There is a lot of
experience and a lot of ideas on
the board. We have to listen to
the chancellor and not help but :
trust each trustee.”
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That ancient rule of

found it especially
important when you

kitchen cabinets.

BRIGHTON

9326 Walthy Ré. 3724
W, ol 1.8.22

(810) 229-8554

carpentry is good advice
for all pursuits. We've

turn to KSI for your new

So important that a KSI
Kitchen Specialist goes to

your home to double check
\,'()Ur room measurements.

Since buying kitchen cabinets is not an everyday experience, we
invite you to measure the knowledge, helpfulness and level of
service offered by KSI Kitchen Specialists. Measure for measure
we know they will receive your highest ratings.

TRUST THE KSI EXPERTS!
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FOTCHEN & BATH SHOVWROOMS®

ANN ARBOR  BIRMINGHAM
3108 Gak Vaey . 1830 8. Woodward
(uatS.ef188) 1Bk N.of 14 Mile
(313) 769-7680  (810) 647-8567 #
LIVONIA . MT.CLEMENS  SOUTHGATE  WATERFORD
38549 Gratiol 15291 Dix-Tolodo 6314 Dixle Hwy.
E.of Wayns Rd. 8, of Metro Pariorsy 3. ol Eureka Norttvay Plaza
(313) 7816360 (810) 791-7405 (313} 283-8800  (810) 623-2322

Houre: Mon., Tuas., Wed., Frl., Bat. $-8, Thure. 5-8 ~ Other evenings by sppointment.
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CUSTOM CABINETRY
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¢ 2 and 3 Seat Models
¢ Speed to 60 m.p.h.

Sale Price
From3*3749

770 Monte Carla 6400
900 Monte Carlo 73000299

~f=_
WATERCRAFT  Good Thru
July 3rd

o

3399

Used TIGERSHARKS from *2995

Everything Elsc Is JUST BAIT -

Package Deal

Package Includes: 1996 Tigershark Montego
62 HP ¢ 11.5 Gallon Fuel Tank ¢ 5 qt. Oil Capacity
] e Variable Ratio Qil Injection
Total Retail Price #5399

Now *4199

Bl Ao 41480
Tar. St oqn. fraghe & Kaurainm Adbinant
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99 Per Month

10% Down 60 Months
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That's Not Alll_You'll Also Get:

» 1 Place Traller * 1 Gallon Tigershark Oll o 2 Spark Plug Holders ¢ 1 Trailer Yie Down
« 2 Tigershark Life Vests » 1 Mooring Rope ¢ 1 Fire Extinguisher
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LaBaron’s Sports (810)585-3535.
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