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Hearing airs views of public vs.

BY TIM
By RICHARD

Public achools are grent. Not
perfoct, but not deserving such
blistering eriticism, and certain-
ly better than private and
parochial achoola and most for-
eign schools.

Government and {ndustrialists
are platting to make American
kids dumb by teaching whole-
language instead of phonlcs. The
plot follows Nikolai Lenin's Sovi-
ot plan that children are human
romources for industry rather
than reservoirs for memorizing
knowledge.

8o went a “broad conversation
about the future of public educa-
tion,"” as sent to the State Board
of Education by way of Mike
Williamson, an amsistant super-
intendent of public instruction,
Williamaon, Northville Township
resident and former Wyandatte
auperintendent, listened Monday
evening to two and one-half
houra of testimony in the Oak-
land intermediate district audi-
torium in Waterford.

“I'm disappointed no State
Board of Education members aro
here,” said Carolyn Das, a Farm-
ington mother defending apecial
education. Lynette Sisson of
Roya! Onk and Barbara DeMar-
co of Weat Bloomfield agreed.
Neither president Clark Durant
or any of the other six State
Board members (therc's one
vacancy) attended the Oakland
henaring, although some had
attended others.

Moast are happy

If the 29 speakers weren't
oxactly a cross-section of opin-
fon, a school official said scientif-
ic polling data indicate & high
degree of happiness.

Rick Simonson, assistant
superintendent of Osakland
Schools and its legislative agent,
enid 16 porcent give public
achools an A, 84 percent an A, B
or C, and "parents are more posi-
tive than the average.

"“Parents of students in private
and parochinl schools are more
positive yet because of the tech-
nology and facilitics available in

public achools," Simonson said.
As for trends, 24 percont say
their public schools are getting
better and 10 percent worse.

Added Royal Oak Superinten-
dent Fred Esch: "The quality of
instruction is far superior to
what I provided when [ started
in this 37 yoars ago _ and I'm
proud to say it." But he added
there never has been as much
criticlam,

Criticizing the lack of phonica
(the use of sound in teaching
reading and spelling) and the
*school-ta-work” program were
Patricia Raezler of Troy, Deborah
DeBacko of Troy, Laura Erpeld-
ing of Lapeer, Mary Ann Lesaner
of Lapeer, Betty Lapor of Lapecer,
Koty Martin of Clawson, Jen-
nifer Kirby of Oxford, Sue Stick-
el of Troy, Charlene Femminineo
of Troy and Barbara Skurnowicz
of Bloomfield Hills,

Some elso got in blows at
witcheralt, pogan altars, sccial-
ism, social programs and John
Dewey.

Charters hit twice

Both factions had criticism of
Gov. John Engler's "charter
schools,” & system of giving
many private and specialized
schools state money.

"Charter schools are a joke!”
anid Femmininco of Troy, citing
Ojibwa and African-American
curricula,

“Charter schools are taking
money from public schoals with-
out playing by the rules. That's
wrong,” snid Ken Planta, a Holly
teacher, product of private
schools and "very happy member
of the MEA."

*“Kids go to charter schools and
then play sports in public
schools. That's wrong. Stacks of
employees are being fired by
charter achools at the end of the
year 3o they don't have 1o pay
them more. That's wrong," said
Plants.

Plants also hit the new
“schools of choice” bill, which
failed to provide transportation
between districts, and the homo-
geneity and lack of multicultur-
alism in private schools.

Learn about carrer as medical assistant

Oakland Community College’s High-
land Lakes Campus will host an informa-
tion night at 8 p.m. Tuesday, July 23 in

Room 207 on the college's medical assist-
ing program, a one-year certificate pro-
gram. For detail on the free evening at the

‘Waterford campus, call program coordina-
tor Karen Kittle at (810} 360-3094.
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Kny Cornell, a member of the
Oskland County Curriculum
Council, criticized Engler's veto
of professional development
funds for improving teaching.
"I'm dismayed. Teachers nre
learners as much as their atu-
dents are. Without it, stall devel-
opment will ccase,” Cornell said.

Parents are key

Julie O'Reilly of Bloomfield
Hills criticized the adult ed cuts
because of their impact on young
mothers. "We're missing an
opportunity to teach future fami-
lies,” the Southfield teacher said.
Young mothers learn to read by
reading to their small children
— and even writing storics for
them. .

“If peaple have complaints,
they should get involved in PTAs
and school committees,” snid
Kaothy Swisher of Rochenter
Hilla. Hers was o common
theme: Kids Jearn better when
parents get involved in their

schools

achooling. .
“It's the parents’ reaponsibility
to work with schools,” said Cyn:,.
thia von Deyer, Bleamficld Hills

mother of "successful readers.”

"A lot of success is due to par- |
ent involvement,” soid Rovai -
Oak #chool board membor -
Richard Granke, 2

Flint school board membir ©
Rachel Haviland said, "Michigan;
children are the fattest and most .
out-of-shape kide in tho U.3."
because of lack of physical efu-l
cation requirements. badi

Betsy Watson, Farmingto
mother of a severely multiply--!
impaired son, praised Clavcrdnle.;
School's program. "We're con<:
cerned with teaching him to sit
and hold a spoon,” she said,
ndding praise for the PTA. K
“Public education is alive and :
well ot my house,” said Orchard
Lake mother Karen Ingrigg. “I
applaud the state of Michigan
for leading the nation in special -
education.”
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